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Introduction
2SLGBTQIA+ Stories was first developed and piloted by The ArQuives in 2021 to support 

educators in incorporating queer and trans perspectives into Grade 9-12 English and History 

curricula. After receiving feedback from teachers who used this resource, we have added additional 

content on community-building and resistance in BIPOC and disabled queer and  

trans communities. 

We encourage teachers using this unit plan to also refer to its companion resource, Become 
2SLGBTQIA+ Literate. We understand that many teachers feel unsure about including 

2SLGBTQIA+ topics in their lesson plans because they don’t think they know enough about 

queerness and transness and are worried will do the work “wrong.” Others aren’t sure how to 

address negative responses from colleagues, parents/caregivers, or community members. Become 
2SLGBTQIA+ Literate is meant to help you feel more prepared to teach on 2SLGBTQIA+ topics.

If you use this resource, please consider providing us with feedback.
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Overview of the Guide
This collection of three 75-minute lessons and (optional) expansion activities can be used in  

both English and History classrooms in Ontario secondary schools. Each lesson can be adapted for 

any of the following core courses: ENG1D, ENG2D, ENG3D, ENG4D, ENG1P, ENG3P, ENG4P, 

CHC2D, or CHC2P. It is recommended that you consult with your colleagues so you do not teach 

the same materials.

Lesson 1 Significant 2SLGBTQIA+ Events (Canada)

Optional Expansion 

Activity
Go deeper to personalize the learning in a follow-up activity …
Research 2SLGBTQIA+ historical events in your province/city

Optional Expansion 

Activity
Go deeper to focus on a particular aspect of Canadian 
2SLGBTQIA+ history in a follow-up activity …
Compare the AIDS crisis to the COVID-19 pandemic

Lesson 2 Intersectional 2SLGBTQIA+ Experiences

Optional Expansion 

Activity
Go deeper to personalize the learning in a follow-up activity …
Research what Indigenous people in your area thought about 

gender and sexuality before colonization and how Two-Spirit 

communities are continuing to resist colonial ideas in the 

present

Lesson 3 Reclamation as 2SLGBTQIA+ Resistance

Optional Expansion 

Activity
Go deeper to focus on a particular aspect of Canadian 
2SLGBTQIA+ history in a follow-up activity …
Learn about the history 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada

Optional Expansion 

Activity
Read examples of 2SLGBTQIA+ counter-narratives …
Analyze excerpts from 2SLGBTQIA+ zines

The expansion activities are optional and are meant to give you more flexibility. Feel free to adapt 

any of these lessons to fit the structure of your classes. 
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Topics
•  Thoughts about gender and sexuality have changed over time

• 2SLGBTQIA+ people have historically been criminalized and pathologized

•  Early colonizers imposed white cis-heteropatriarchal viewpoints through

their social and legal systems

•  (2S)LGBTQIA+ people who are multiply-marginalized (including Black people,

Indigenous/Two-Spirit/Indigiqueer people, other people of colour, and disabled people)

experience additional forms of oppression

•  2SLGBTQIA+ people have used creative practices (including writing, visual arts,

and performance) as a means of resistance

•  While there may be more documented stories of resistance in urban centres,

2SLGBTQIA+ people have also formed communities in smaller towns and rural areas

•  When learning about queerness and transness, we also need to learn about colonization,

white supremacy, and ableism; there are many connections between these different

logics of dominance

Learning Outcomes

• Learn about key historical 2SLGBTQIA+ events in a Canadian context

• Think about language in relation to 2SLGBTQIA+ identities

• Analyze how people can experience multiple forms of oppression (intersectionality)

• Learn about 2SLGBTQIA+ activists
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English Curriculum Connections History Curriculum Connections

ENG1D & ENG1P (Gr. 9)

• 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)

• 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

ENG2D & ENG2P (Gr. 10)

• 1.1. Variety of Texts (Reading & Literature Studies)

• 1.5 Extending Understanding of Texts (Reading & 

Literature Studies)

• 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)

• 1.3 Research (Writing)

• 2.1 Form (Writing)

• 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

ENG3D & ENG3P (Gr. 11)

• 1.1. Variety of Texts (Reading & Literature Studies)

• 1.5 Extending Understanding of Texts (Reading & 

Literature Studies)

• 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)

• 1.3 Research (Writing)

• 2.1 Form (Writing)

• 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

ENG4D & ENG4P (Gr. 12)

• 1.1. Variety of Texts (Reading & Literature Studies)

•  1.5 Extending Understanding of Texts (Reading & 

Literature Studies)

• 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)

• 1.3 Research (Writing)

• 2.1 Form (Writing)

• 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

CHC2D & CHC2P (Gr. 10)

•  A1.1 Formulate different types of questions related

to historical developments since 1914 (Historical 

Inquiry)

•  A1.2 Interact with primary and secondary sources 

(Historical Inquiry)

•  C3.1 Describe contributions of various individuals, 

groups and organizations to Canadian society, politics 

and culture from 1929 –1945 (Identity Citizenship & 

Heritage)

•  D3.1 Describe contributions of various individuals, 

groups andorganizations to Canadian society, politics 

and culture from 1945 –1982 (Identity Citizenship & 

Heritage)

•  E3.1 Describe contributions of various individuals, 

groups and organizations to Canadian society, politics 

and culture from 1982 – present (Identity Citizenship 

& Heritage)
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2SLGBTQIA+  
Safety Considerations
Ideally, you’ll have already created an environment where it is clear that 2SLGBTQIA+ people are 

respected. That being said, if you’re worried about teaching queer and trans histories …

•  Understand that you have a responsibility to teach about 2SLGBTQIA+ perspectives.

In Ontario, you do not need to inform parents/caregivers that you are teaching about

2SLGBTQIA+ topics. Additionally, parents do not have the right to remove their students from

classrooms on the basis of a lesson including content about gender identity, gender expression,

or sexual orientation; they can only do this for lessons on sex education.

•  Consider modeling to your students some examples of respectful questions versus disrespectful

questions. A respectful question might sound like: “I noticed you used the word ‘Two-Spirit.’

What does that mean?” Explain that if a question is putting down 2SLGBTQIA+ people or

treating queerness or transness like a joke, it is disrespectful.

•  If something comes up during the course of one of these lessons (e.g., a student says something

queerphobic or transphobic), intervene. Become 2SLGBTQIA+ Literate provides examples of

ways in which you can intervene. If you know some of your students have a history of saying

queerphobic or transphobic things, consider talking with them one-on-one.

•  If a student discloses their gender identity or sexual orientation (or that of a friend or family

member), make sure that they feel supported. Depending on what they disclosed, you might

also want to consider following up with them after the lesson.
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A Note on Language
The ArQuives is committed to preserving all aspects of LGBTQ2+ history in Canada. Given  

that language is a constantly evolving construct, many items in our collection may be considered 

offensive, inappropriate, or unacceptable by contemporary standards, or are explicitly racist,  

sexual, or violent in nature. As such, certain language and descriptions may not be appropriate  

for all readers.

Our mandate is to preserve the historical record; to correct or revise language and terminology 

through a 21st century lens would constitute an act of erasure. We have preserved the language of 

each individual artifact, as doing so reflects how LGBTQ2+ individuals and communities defined 

themselves, and provides uncensored depictions of challenging chapters in our history.

Some of the items included in this document use slurs for 2SLGBTQIA+ people. In some cases, 

these items exemplify the ways in which these slurs have been used against queer and trans people; 

in others, they exemplify the ways in which they have been reclaimed by these same communities. 

While these ideas are explicitly addressed in Lesson 3, you might want to include conversations 

about language throughout your lessons.
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Lesson 1: 
Learn About Significant  
2SLGBTQIA+ Events (Canada)
In this lesson, students will …

•   Learn about key 2SLGBTQIA+ events in Canada

•   Interact with primary sources related to key historical events in Canada

Time Activity Materials Needed

25 minutes 1.  2SLGBTQIA+ timeline 

(matching game)

• Posters of the dates

• Cut-outs of the event descriptions

• Tape

• Teacher copy of the correct matches

20 minutes 2.  Examine primary source documents 

related to key themes

•  Print-outs of primary sources

and task description

• Six oversized envelopes 

• Optional: Chart paper and markers

20 minutes 3. Class discussion N/A

10 minutes 4. Take-aways N/A
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Activity 1: 2SLGBTQIA+ timeline (matching game) 

25 minutes

1.  Explain the matching game to your class:

Around this room, I have put up posters with different dates (pre-colonization, 1800s, 1950s,
1960s, 1970s, etc.). In a minute, I will give each of you a few pieces of paper with descriptions of
significant 2SLGBTQIA+ events. I want you to work with your peers to try to guess when each
event took place. Once you think you’ve found the correct match, tape the event next to the
corresponding date.

2.  Give each student a few randomly selected event descriptions (2-4, depending on the size of

your class) and instruct them to tape each next to the matching date.

3. When they’re done, ask the students if they feel confident in their guesses.

4.  As a class, go through each item on the timeline one by one, reviewing what the class guessed

and then sharing the correct answer (refer to the teacher copy of the timeline).

5. Once they know the correct matches, ask students to discuss the following in pairs:

•  Were you surprised by what events happened when?

•  What events had you heard of previously?

•  What events were new to you?

Preparation

•  Print the posters of the dates and the event descriptions

•  Cut out the event descriptions

•  Tape up the posters of the dates in chronological order

•  Have the teacher copy of the events nearby for your reference

Materials

• Posters of the dates

• Cut-outs of the event descriptions

• Scissors

• Tape

• Teacher copy of the correct matches

*Print the following pages



12    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Teacher Copy

Significant 2SLGBTQIA+ Events - chronological order

Pre-colonization

No specific date: Before colonization, Indigenous peoples living in what we now call North America 

had a variety of terms in their own languages to describe people who were attracted to people of 

the same gender or whose gender was outside of the binary. American anthropologist Sue-Ellen 

Jacobs studied 99 Indigenous Nations and found that there were historical references to same-sex 

attraction in 88 of them; twenty of these specifically made reference to women who are attracted 

to other women. While some Nations denied the existence of queerness and transness in their 

communities, in many others, queer and trans people had been accepted as healers, teachers, 

caregivers, and visionaries. 

1533: England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization, 

this law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

1800s

1842: A soldier of the 89th Regiment of Foot in Sandwich Town (Windsor, Ontario) testified 

against two of his comrades, Samuel Moore and Patrick Kelley, providing a detailed account of their 

sexual relations. Moore and Kelley were two of the first Canadian men to be convicted for engaging 

in sodomy in a consensual encounter. Their sentence, death by hanging, was commuted to a life 

sentence by the Governor General. They were both transferred to Kingston Penitentiary; Moore 

served seven years and Kelley served eleven. 

1857: Dr. James Miranda Barry was appointed Inspector General of Hospitals in Upper Canada. Dr. 

Barry helped advance medical knowledge and living conditions at a time when outbreaks of cholera, 

smallpox, and malaria were widespread in the area. He had been assigned female at birth but had 

lived as a man for most of his life. After Dr. Barry’s death in 1865, the results of his post-mortem 

examination, including his assigned sex, were made public.

1869: Sodomy was no longer punishable by death, but could still bring a sentence of life in prison. 

1892: ‘Gross indecency’ was listed as an offence in Canada’s newly created Criminal Code. While 

sodomy, by definition, required penetration, gross indecency could include any non-procreative sex 

acts (although it was almost exclusively applied to men who had sex with men).



2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    13

1910s-1920s

1918: The first known Canadian 2SLGBTQIA+ publication, an underground mimeographed 

magazine called Les Mouches Fantastiques, was published by Elsa (Elsie) Gidlow and Roswell 

George Mills in Montréal; they later moved to New York City.

1919: Magnus Hirschfeld, a sexologist and sexual reformer, opened the Institut für 

Sexualwissenschaft (Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin-Tiergarten, Germany. The Institut 

provided counselling and treatment for “physical and psychological sexual disorders” and for what 

Hirschfield called “sexual transitions” for “homosexuals, transvestites, and hermaphrodites.”

1930s-1940s

No specific date: Leading up to and during the Second World War, homosexuals, along with Jewish, 

Polish, and Romani people, were interned in Nazi concentration camps. Gay men were forced to 

wear pink triangles on their uniforms. Later, the pink triangle became a symbol for the gay liberation 

movement. Some lesbians were made to wear black triangles, classifying them as “asocial,” although 

this was not as common.

1947: Alfred Kinsey, an American biologist, entomologist, zoologist, and sexologist, formed the 

Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University. His studies, published as the Kinsey Reports, found 

that approximately 10% of men and 2-6% of women were homosexual.

1949: Jim Egan, one of Canada’s first gay activists, began writing letters to newspaper editors and 

politicians in response to their homophobia and anti-gay discrimination. He continued his letter-

writing for around fifteen years.

1950-1960s

1959-1968: Approximately nine thousand individuals who were gay or suspected of being gay 

were purged from the police, military, and other federal departments. This was part of a national 

security campaign that sought to remove people who had perceived character weaknesses, including 

queer people, people of colour, and socialists. Commissioned by the RCMP and the Canadian 

Armed Forces, Dr. Robert Wake created a device called the ‘Fruit Machine’ to identify homosexuals. 

Suspected homosexuals were forced to look at sexually suggestive photos, after which their pupils 

were measured; pupil dilation supposedly indicated that they had become aroused. These tests were 

not scientifically accurate.

April 1964: Police raided Etna’s Steam Bath in Windsor, Ontario. The owner was charged with 

permitting a bawdy house, and nine patrons were charged as found-ins.

April 1964: The first known gay activist group in Canada, the Association for Social Knowledge 

(ASK), was formed in Vancouver. ASK sponsored lectures, organized social events, and operated a 

drop-in/community centre and lending library; it also published the ASK Newsletter.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/jim-egan/early-years
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-the-fruit-machine-documentary
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August 1964: Everett George Klippert was charged with four counts of gross indecency. Klippert 

was working as a mechanic in the Northwest Territories when he admitted during a police 

questioning that he was gay and had engaged in sex with men. He was imprisoned for six years and 

was designated a “dangerous sexual offender” for the rest of his life.

1969: The Gender Identity Clinic was established at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now the 

Centre for Addictions and Mental Health [CAMH]) in Toronto. In the first six months of its pilot 

study, 88 patients were referred and assessed.

May 1969: Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of 

consent was older for gay people (at age 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual 

acts also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present. 

Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses, 

continuing into the 2000s. 

October 1969: The University of Toronto Homophile Association was founded. This was the first 

known gay liberation organization in Toronto and the first student-run gay liberation organization 

in Canada. Other university-based groups (including at York, McMaster, and the University of 

Guelph) would be founded in the years that followed.

1970s

August 1971: The first gay rights demonstration, We Demand, took place in Ottawa. Charlie C. Hill 

read out a speech and a list of demands that had been composed by Herb Spiers and David Newcome 

of Toronto Gay Action (TGA). A simultaneous demonstration took place in front of the Vancouver 

Courthouse in solidarity.

November/December 1971: The first issue of The Body Politic (TBP), a gay liberation 

newsmagazine, was published. TBP is often considered one of the most significant 2SLGBTQIA+ 

publications in Canadian history. It was published bimonthly (and later, monthly) until 1987.

May 1972: The Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) co-organized a forum on  

transsexuality with the Community Homophile Association of Toronto (CHAT). Between 

100 and 150 people attended.

March 1973: ANIK held its first meeting in Toronto. ANIK (which can be translated as 

‘brotherhood’) was the first group for gay Inuit. ANIK was registered as a charity, however the 

group withheld the fact that they were serving the gay community because they knew they would 

not have been granted charitable status if this was disclosed. ANIK worked to provide counselling, 

referral services, and a drop-in centre.

1973: Pride celebrations were held in several Canadian cities, including Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, 

Montréal, Saskatoon, Windsor, and Winnipeg. 

1973: The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives was formed in Toronto. It was renamed the 

Canadian Gay Archives in 1975 and then renamed again to become the Canadian Lesbian and Gay 

Archives in 1993. Since 2018, it has been called The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/1971-we-demand-march/introduction
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-body-politic
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Summer 1973: The Waterloo Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) published the Operation Socrates 
Handbook, one of the first Canadian gay liberationist educational publications for youth. Around 

four thousand copies were distributed to high school guidance offices. The Waterloo GLM received 

an Opportunities for Youth (OFY) grant of $9290 to fund the project, which included questions 

and answers about homosexuality, information on STIs, interviews with young adults, and reading 

lists. The use of OFY grant money led to anti-gay sentiment from community members, politicians, 

and media.

1974: ‘Homesexuality’ was removed from the second edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual for Mental Disorders (DSM-II) in its seventh printing.

January 1974: Four lesbians—Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers—refused 

to leave the Brunswick Tavern in Toronto after their mic was cut on stage when three of them, 

Adrienne, Pat, and Lamar, were singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke,” despite the crowd loving their 

performance. Three of the four were arrested because of their refusal to leave. The arresting officers 

verbally, physically, and sexually assaulted the women; one officer said that they were “the scum 

of the earth” and “should be shot.” Former MP and lawyer Judy LaMarsh took the case. An internal 

investigation was conducted into the police response, but none of the officers involved were 

disciplined. Rosen was convicted for starting a disturbance and given three months probation. The 

other two women had their charges dropped.

February 1974: Reverend Ken Campbell of the Campbell-Reese Evangelistic Association, Inc. 

refused to pay part of his taxes in protest of “moral pollution” in Ontario public schools. The 

previous month, four members of the Hamilton-McMaster Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) 

had given a presentation to the Grade 12 students at his daughters’ school. In response, Campbell 

formed the Halton Renaissance Committee (later Renaissance Canada), which went on to sponsor 

Anita Bryant’s 1978 Canadian tour.

February 1975: John Damien, a racing steward for the Ontario Racing Commission, was fired 

because of his sexual orientation. Damien sued his former employer but was not reinstated. 

In addition to the wrongful dismissal suit, Damien also launched an appeal with the Ontario 

Human Rights Commission (OHRC). At this time the Ontario Human Rights Code prohibited 

discrimination based on sex (i.e., gender), but not sexual orientation. On June 21, 1977, the OHRC 

recommended that the government amend the Code to include sexual orientation. During those 

two years (and for many years after), the Committee to Defend John Damien actively worked to 

raise money for Damien’s legal defence and to keep the public informed about the progress of the 

case. Damien died of pancreatic cancer on December 24, 1986, before his case was resolved.

Spring 1975: Gay Friends, a New Brunswick-based organization for gay men and lesbians, 

attempted to place advertisements in The Daily Gleaner (Fredericton), The Telegraph-Journal  
(St. John), The Times-Globe (St. John), The Moncton Times, and The Moncton Transcript. 

They were turned down, with the advertising manager of one paper stating that it was “a family 

newspaper.” Because New Brunswick’s Human Rights Act didn’t prohibit discrimination based on 

sexual orientation, Gay Friends could not take legal action. 



16    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

May 1975: The Southwestern Ontario Regional Conference of NDP Riding Organizations adopted 

a motion put forward by Windsor activist Harold Desmarais to add the inclusion of sexual 

orientation in the Ontario Human Rights Code as part of their party platform. 

September 1975: Doug Wilson, a graduate student in the University of Saskatchewan’s 

Department of Educational Foundations, was informed that he could not supervise practice teachers 

because of his work as a gay liberation activist. Although the university did not reinstate Wilson 

as a supervisor, he received support from those in his program; the next year, he and three others 

formed a Gay Academic Union.

Spring 1976: Around this time, the police raided many gay and lesbian bars in Montréal’s gay 

village. This was perceived by many as an attempt by mayor Jean Drapeau to “clean up” the city 

before the Summer Olympics that were to be held that year.

October 1976: The Immigration Act of 1952 was repealed. Under this act, “homosexuals, 

prostitutes, pimps, and other persons coming to Canada for immoral purposes” could be denied 

entry or deported.

February 1977: About twenty people protested in front of CBC’s Nova Scotia office over its refusal 

to run a public service announcement for the Gay Alliance for Equality’s Gayline (a phoneline for 

queer resources and assistance). Activists in Montréal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver also held 

solidarity protests. The CBC’s head office in Toronto would later put into national policy that radio 

and television stations could not play PSAs from gay and lesbian organizations. 

July 1977: Three activists, Raymond Barton, Bonnie Perry, and Randy Vivian, began the York 

Rainbow Society of the Deaf, the first known group for queer Deaf people in Canada. Another 

group, l’Association des bonnes gens sourds, was started in Montréal a few years later.

October 1977: Police officers wearing bulletproof vests and armed with machine guns raided two 

bars, Truxx and Le Mystique, in Montréal’s gay village. 146 men were arrested and held in police 

custody for over eight hours. They were not permitted to call their lawyers, and were forcibly tested 

for sexually transmitted infections. The next day, two thousand protesters blocked the corner of rue 

Ste. Catherine O. and rue Stanley. In response, police drove their motorcycles into the crowd.

December 1977: Québec passed an amendment to its Change of Name Act, allowing trans people to 

obtain a change of name and gender in civil status registers. 

January 1978: Judge Joseph McMahon ruled that Gail Bezaire, a lesbian who had previously been 

married to and had children with a man, could only retain custody of her children if she “refrain[ed] 

from entering into another lesbian relationship while the children were living with her.” 

January 1978: The Foundation for the Advancement of Canadian Transsexuals (FACT) was formed 

by Rupert Raj in Calgary; it later relocated to Toronto. FACT provided trans people with free 

educational materials, counselling, referrals, and conducted academic research on gender dysphoria.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-


2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    17

February 1978: Eight men were charged with committing gross indecency in the washroom of a 

Woolco department store in Halifax; all of the men had been entrapped by police. Following their 

court appearance, the men’s names and addresses were published in local newspapers and televised 

on CTV and CBC-TV national news programmes. 

April 1978: 350 people protested outside the Winnipeg Convention Centre during a visit by 

American pop singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant. Bryant had become infamous for her “Save 

Our Children” campaign, which she began the previous year. This was, at the time, the largest 

protest that had been held in Winnipeg and also included a concert to raise money for the Lesbian 

Mothers’ Defence Fund (LMDF).

November 1978: The Native Gay Group was formed in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, although they 

didn’t hold their first official meeting for another year. The group, comprised of First Nations 

and Métis people, worked with the Saskatchewan Gay Coalition (SGC) through its rural outreach 

programme and organized with other gay groups in the province.

February 1979: The Coalition for Life Together (CL T) was formed in response to, and in support  

of, the publicationof Life Together, a report recommending the inclusion of gay men, lesbians, 

disabled people, children, elderly people, and formerly incarcerated people in the Ontario Human 

Rights Code. 

1980s

February 1980: Gay Asians Toronto (GAT) was started after Gerald Chan and Richard Fung placed 

an ad in The Body Politic for a gay and lesbian Asian discussion group. 

May 1980: A trans woman named Miss D filed a complaint with the Québec Human Rights 

Commission after she was denied service at a Montréal restaurant. The Commission found that the 

restaurant owner had discriminated against Miss D on the basis of her sex and/or sexual orientation, 

but she only received $500 of the $1000 that she had asked for in damages.

January 1981: The Atlantic Gay Association/l’Association des gai(e)s de l’Atlantique (AGA) was 

formed at a conference hosted by Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG). Gay Alliance for Equality 

(GAE), based in Nova Scotia, and Northern Lamba Nord, based in New Brunswick and Maine, also 

participated.

February 1981: During Operation Soap, Toronto police raided four gay bathhouses and arrested 

286 men. This was the largest mass arrest in Canada since 1970, when Prime Minister Pierre 

Trudeau invoked the War Measures Act during the October Crisis. Following the raids, over four 

thousand protestors marched from the Ontario Legislative Building at Queen’s Park to the Toronto 

Police Service 52 Division.

May 1981: Vancouver hosted Canada’s first lesbian Pride march.

May 1981: Edmonton police, RCMP officers, and two crown attorneys raided the Pisces Health Spa, 

a bathhouse frequented by gay men, and arrested about 56 patrons. Edmonton police had consulted 

with the Toronto police on how to execute the raid. Over one hundred people attended a protest at 

city hall, condemning the raid as a violation of civil rights. 

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/home-gay-asians-toronto
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June 1981: The Body Politic published a letter by Fo Niemi on the ongoing lack of support for 

physically and mentally disabled gays and lesbians.

June 1981: The US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) received reports of a rare disease in young gay 

men. They initially called this disease ‘Gay-Related Immune Deficiency’ (GRID), but it was later 

renamed ‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome’ (AIDS). 

October 1981: Dykes in the Streets march for lesbian power, pride, and visibility was held in 

Toronto. Approximately three hundred women attended the march, which was organized by 

Lesbians Against the Right (LAR).

February 1982: William Irvin (Bill) Kovinsky of Windsor was the first person in Canada reported 

to have died from GRID. Later that year, at the recommendation of the CDC, the diagnosis of ‘AIDS’ 

would replace ‘GRID.’

March 1983: The first issue of Perceptions was published. Based in Saskatoon, Perceptions billed 

itself as “the gay and lesbian newsmagazine of the prairies.” Publication continued until the death of 

its editor, Gens Hellquist, in 2013.

Summer 1983: The AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) was formed. 

Fall 1984: Zami was founded by Debbie Douglas, Sylmadel Coke, Douglas Stewart, and Deryck 

Glodon. As the first known group for Black and Caribbean gays and lesbians in Canada, Zami 

provided support for those who had been alienated by white queer people.

October 1985: The Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights released a report titled Equality 
for All, detailing high levels of discrimination against homosexuals in Canada. The committee 

recommended that ‘sexual orientation’ be added to the Canadian Human Rights Act; it would not 

be added for another ten years.

December 1986: After over 10 years of lobbying and campaigning, ‘sexual orientation’ was added 

to the Ontario Human Rights Code as prohibited grounds of discrimination.

August 1987: Manitoba added ‘sexual orientation’ to its Human Rights Act. In 1974, Gays for 

Equality had first presented a brief to then-Attorney General Howard Pawley, calling for the 

provincial government to amend the Act to protect gay people from discrimination. Pawley said that 

although he thought such an amendment was necessary, other members of the NDP caucus would 

likely not agree.

July 1988: Halifax had its first Pride march, with about two hundred people in attendance. This 

same year, John William Tha Din was beaten to death in Camp Hill Cemetery, a gay cruising area in 

Halifax, and Eric Smith was fired from his teaching job for being HIV-positive.

1989: By the end of this year, around five thousand people total had been diagnosed with AIDS 

in Canada. Homophobic, racist, and classist discourse around AIDS meant that politicians were 

disinclined to provide adequate funding to support those living with the condition.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/aids-walk-toronto
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-perceptions-magazine
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1990s

May 1990: The World Health Organization removed ‘homosexuality’ from the tenth revision of the 

International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10).

July 1990: Montréal police raided a party at the Sex Garage, a gay bar. 

Summer 1990: The word ‘Two-Spirit’ was proposed during the Third Annual Inter-tribal Native 

American, First Nations, Gay and Lesbian American Conference near Beausejour, Manitoba. The 

term is attributed to Elder Myra Laramee, who had a vision/dream of the word. It is a translation of 

the Anishinaabemowin term niizh manidoowag, which means ‘two spirits.’

1991: Three men sabotaged a Winnipeg anti-homophobia hotline, altering the answering machine 

message to one containing homophobic slurs. They also vandalized a billboard advertising the 

hotline, shooting it with a paint pellet gun (used for tagging livestock). The men’s charges were 

stayed when an undercover police officer on the case admitted to recording conversations with the 

accused without their consent. 

March-April 1992: Douglas Sanders, who had previously been the president of Association for 

Social Knowledge (ASK), became the first openly gay person to address an assembly of world leaders 

at the United Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

June 1993: The Supreme Court ruled that gays and lesbians could apply for refugee status on the 

basis of their sexual orientation. 

circa 1993: The New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform published Within Reach: 
Meeting the Needs of Gay and Lesbian New Brunswickers. The researchers surveyed 233 gay men, 

115 lesbians, and 503 people working in the helping professions (including doctors and nurses, 

psychologists, social workers, counsellors, and spiritual advisors) on the physical, mental, and 

spirtual health needs of gays and lesbians. While many of the professionals surveyed wanted to 

better serve gay and lesbian communities, they stated that they did not understand their needs. The 

report recommended anti-homophobia and anti-heterosexism education initiatives to allow those 

in the helping professions to develop more supportive practices.

July 1994: Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island had its first Pride march. Because PEI’s Human 
Rights Act did not prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation (and would not for 

another four years), some people who wanted to attend could not out of fear of personal and 

professional repercussions.

1994: The cumulative total of Canadians living with HIV was reported at around 32,995. 

May 1995: In the case of Egan v. Canada, the Supreme Court dismissed their appeal to claim spousal 

allowance under the Old Age Security Act after having been in a relationship for over forty years. 

However, this ruling had a silver lining for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community in Canada, and was used 

when it was ruled that “sexual orientation” must be read into the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as 

grounds of discrimination. This decision was used as precedent for many future cases of LGBTQ2+ 

discrimination. 

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-new-in-the-arquives-a-donation-from-the-2-spirited-people-of-the-1st-nations
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/jim-egan/early-years
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May 1995: An Ontario judge found that the Child and Family Services Act discriminated against 

people on the basis of sexual orientation. This only applied to cases of second-parent adoption, 

in which one partner becomes a legal parent of the other partner’s biological or adopted child/

children; same-gender couples could still not adopt other people’s children.

August 1995: Kimberley Nixon filed a Human Rights complaint against Vancouver Rape Relief & 

Women’s Shelter for discriminating against her as a trans woman. Her case established in law that 

discrimination on the basis of being trans is protected under the Human Rights Code, long before 

Canadian laws were changed to reflect this.

June 1996: Bill C-33 (An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act) was passed, adding ‘sexual 

orientation’ as a prohibited grounds for discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights Act. This 

was prompted by the ruling in Egan v. Canada.

1997: Counting Past 2, a trans arts festival organized by Mirha-Soleil Ross, was held for the first 

time. The event was meant to create spaces for trans people who were often excluded from lesbian 

and gay spaces. 

1998: Coverage for gender-confirming surgery was delisted under Ontario’s healthcare plan. Its re-

listing ten years later was largely the result of the work of trans activists.

June 1999: Blockorama, a Black queer event, was held for the first time. It has been put on every year 

since, making it the longest-running stage at Toronto Pride.

May 1999: Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in M v. H that it was unconstitutional to exclude 

same-gender couples from the definition of ‘common-law spouse,’ Attorney General Jim Flaherty 

introduced Bill 5 into the Ontario Legislature. While this effectively afforded queer couples the 

same rights as heterosexual common-law couples, the government voted to preserve the definition 

of ‘marriage’ as existing between one man and one woman. 

2000s

September 2000: Toronto police raided Pussy Palace, a queer women and trans bathhouse event. 

The Ontario Court Justice ruled that the police were to pay a settlement of $350,000, issue an 

apology, and train officers in LGBTQ+ “cultural competency.”

January 2002: The Northwest Territories became the first jurisdiction in Canada to explicitly 

recognize discrimination on the basis of gender identity in its Human Rights Act.

June 2002: Canadian citizens were allowed to sponsor their same-gender partners for  

immigration. HIV-positive people could still be refused entry if they would “place excessive 

demands on government services”; as of 2022, HIV-positive people can still be denied entry 

to Canada on this basis. 

November 2002: Calgary police raided Goliath’s Sauna & Texas Lounge, a combined gay bar 

and bathhouse.

https://vimeo.com/543165548
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/trans-surgery-activism-ontario/transhealthactivismproject
https://vimeo.com/301049973
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-police-raids
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June 2003: In Halpern v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled that the definition of marriage 

as between one man and one woman violated section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms. That same month, Michael Leshner and Michael Stark were the first same-gender 

couple to be married in Toronto. Over the next two years, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan, 

Newfoundland, Québec, Yukon, and New Brunswick would also legalize equal marriage.

July 2005: Bill C-38 (the Civil Marriage Act) was passed, making equal marriage a national right.

2006: Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated that his government would introduce 

a motion to “restore the traditional definition of marriage.” Although he did not follow through 

on this, Harper and his party continued to vote against legislation protecting the rights of 

2SLGBTQIA+ people.

June 2009: The first Trans March, organized by Karah Mathiason, occurred in Toronto. Pride 

Toronto put up barricades to try to stop the march. Although trans people have often been leaders in 

queer activism, transphobia was (and is) prevalent within some gay and lesbian spaces.

2010s

August 2010: Fredericton, New Brunswick had its first Pride parade. While other Pride events had 

been held there since 1998, Fredericton City Council had not previously allowed for a parade.

June 2010: Members of an organization called PolitiQ: Queers solidaires marched to protest the 

exclusion of trans people in Québec. The protestors demanded that Québec allow trans people to 

change their gender markers on official documents.

August 2012: Whitehorse, Yukon had its first Pride march. Co-organized by a former teacher, it was 

in part a response to a queerphobic and transphobic education policy that had been introduced into 

Yukon Catholic schools.

August-September 2012: Yellowknife, Northwest Territories had its first Pride march.

Winter 2014: The City of Iqaluit, Nunavut raised a Pride flag to protest anti-gay laws in Russia. 

While some city councilors and residents objected, this action prompted people to organize the 

city’s first Pride celebration that summer.

June 2014: The second International Asexuality Conference was held at Toronto Metropolitan 

University. This was the first known asexual gathering held in Canada.

May 2015: Estefan Cortes-Vargas was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta. When they 

came out in December of that year, they became the first openly nonbinary member of a Canadian 

legislature.

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-june-18
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July 2015: Over seventy people marched in downtown St. John’s to bring attention to the issues that 

trans people face living in Newfoundland & Labrador. Community activists voted to hold the Trans 

March separately from the Pride Parade.

December 2015: CAMH in Toronto announced that it would be closing its Child, Youth, and 

Family Gender Identity Clinic after the publication of an external review of lead researcher and 

clinician Dr. Kenneth Zucker, in which other psychiatrists and psychologists noted that his practices 

were harmful to trans people. Although he denied practicing conversion therapy, Zucker tried to 

force young trans people to “accept” their gender assigned at birth instead of transitioning. 

June 2016: Black Lives Matter protested the involvement of police officers in Toronto Pride. They 

also called for increased funding for Black Queer Youth, Blockorama, and other community stages, 

and for the hiring of more (trans) Black and Indigenous people. Following their protest, members of 

BLM–TO were subject to racist harassment and abuse by some white queer people. 

June 2018: Sakom Allan “Chicky” Polchies Jr. (Wolastoqiyik) of St. Mary’s First Nation became the 

first out 2SLGBTQIA+ chief in Atlantic Canada. Following his election, Polchies, who is Two-Spirit, 

said he hoped the community support he had received would help queer and trans Indigenous 

youth feel more comfortable in their identities. 

June 2019: The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was 

already permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario. 

2020s

January 2020: Clinic 554, a reproductive health and family practice clinic in Fredericton, was forced 

to reduce its services because the provincial government would not fund a clinic that provided 

abortion care. It has since reopened its reproductive health practice, but its family practice has 

remained closed. Clinic 554 had been one of the only clinics in the Maritime provinces where trans 

people could access care, and the only one that allowed trans people to self-refer.

January 2022: Conversion therapy was banned at the federal level. Bill C-6 (An Act to amend the 
Criminal Code [conversion therapy]) had been introduced in the previous Parliament, but largely 

focused on conversion therapy involving children; the amendment called for the inclusion of 

conversion therapy involving adults, as well.

Ongoing: According to EGALE’s 2020 literature review, one of the most pressing issues today is 

addressing Canada’s ongoing practice of intersex genital mutilation, wherein infants are subjected to 

non-consensual “sex normalizing surgeries.”
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Cut out the following...

Before colonization, Indigenous peoples living in what we now call North America had a variety 

of terms in their own languages to describe people who were attracted to people of the same 

gender or whose gender was outside of the binary. American anthropologist Sue-Ellen Jacobs 

studied 99 Indigenous Nations and found that there were historical references to same-sex 

attraction in 88 of them; twenty of these specifically made reference to women who are attracted 

to other women. While some Nations denied the existence of queerness and transness in their 

communities, in many others, queer and trans people had been accepted as healers, teachers, 

caregivers, and visionaries. 

England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization, this 

law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

A soldier of the 89th Regiment of Foot in Sandwich Town (Windsor, Ontario) testified against 

two of his comrades, Samuel Moore and Patrick Kelley, providing a detailed account of their 

sexual relations. Moore and Kelley were two of the first Canadian men to be convicted for 

engaging in sodomy in a consensual encounter. Their sentence, death by hanging, was commuted 

to a life sentence by the Governor General. They were both transferred to Kingston Penitentiary; 

Moore served seven years and Kelley served eleven. 
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Dr. James Miranda Barry was appointed Inspector General of Hospitals in Upper Canada. Dr. 

Barry helped advance medical knowledge and living conditions at a time when outbreaks of 

cholera, smallpox, and malaria were widespread in the area. He had been assigned female at birth 

but had lived as a man for most of his life. After Dr. Barry’s death in 1865, the results of his post-

mortem examination, including his assigned sex, were made public.

Sodomy was no longer punishable by death, but could still bring a sentence of life in prison. 

‘Gross indecency’ was listed as an offence in Canada’s newly created Criminal Code. While 

sodomy, by definition, required penetration, gross indecency could include any non-procreative 

sex acts (although it was almost exclusively applied to men who had sex with men).

The first known 2SLGBTQIA+ publication, an underground mimeographed magazine called 

Les Mouches Fantastiques, was published by Elsa (Elsie) Gidlow and Roswell George Mills in 

Montréal; they later moved to New York City.

Magnus Hirschfeld, a sexologist and sexual reformer, opened the Institut für Sexualwissenschaft 

(Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin-Tiergarten, Germany. The Institut provided counselling 

and treatment for “physical and psychological sexual disorders” and for what Hirschfield called 

“sexual transitions” for “homosexuals, transvestites, and hermaphrodites.”



36    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Leading up to and during the Second World War, homosexuals, along with Jewish, Polish, 

and Romani people, were interned in Nazi concentration camps. Gay men were forced to wear 

pink triangles on their uniforms. Later, the pink triangle became a symbol for the gay liberation 

movement. Some lesbians were made to wear black triangles, classifying them as “asocial,” 

although this was not as common.

Alfred Kinsey, an American biologist, entomologist, zoologist, and sexologist, formed the 

Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University. His studies, published as the Kinsey Reports, 

found that approximately 10% of men and 2-6% of women were homosexual.

Jim Egan, one of Canada’s first gay activists, began writing letters to newspaper editors and 

politicians in response to their homophobia and anti-gay discrimination. He continued his letter-

writing for around fifteen years.

Approximately nine thousand individuals who were gay or suspected of being gay were 

purged from the police, military, and other federal departments. This was part of a national 

security campaign that sought to remove people who had perceived character weaknesses, 

including queer people, people of colour, and socialists. Commissioned by the RCMP and the 

Canadian Armed Forces, Dr. Robert Wake created a device called the ‘Fruit Machine’ to identify 

homosexuals. Suspected homosexuals were forced to look at sexually suggestive photos, after 

which their pupils were measured; pupil dilation supposedly indicated that they had become 

aroused. These tests were not scientifically accurate.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/jim-egan/early-years
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-the-fruit-machine-documentary
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Police raided Etna’s Steam Bath in Windsor, Ontario. The owner was charged with permitting a 

bawdy house, and nine patrons were charged as found-ins.

Everett George Klippert was charged with four counts of gross indecency. Klippert was working 

as a mechanic in the Northwest Territories when he admitted during a police questioning that he 

was gay and had engaged in sex with men. He was imprisoned for six years and was designated a 

“dangerous sexual offender” for the rest of his life.

The first known gay activist group in Canada, the Association for Social Knowledge (ASK), was 

formed in Vancouver. ASK sponsored lectures, organized social events, and operated a drop-in/

community centre and lending library; it also published the ASK Newsletter.

The Gender Identity Clinic was established at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now the Centre 

for Addictions and Mental Health [CAMH]) in Toronto. In the first six months of its pilot study, 

88 patients were referred and assessed.

Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of consent 

was older for gay people (at age 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual acts 

also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present. 

Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses, 

continuing into the 2000s. 
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The University of Toronto Homophile Association was founded. This was the first known 

gay liberation organization in Toronto and the first student-run gay liberation organization in 

Canada. Other university-based groups (including at York, McMaster, and the University of 

Guelph) would be founded in the years that followed.

The first gay rights demonstration, We Demand, took place in Ottawa. Charlie C. Hill read out 

a speech and a list of demands that had been composed by Herb Spiers and David Newcome of 

Toronto Gay Action (TGA). A simultaneous demonstration took place in front of the Vancouver 

Courthouse in solidarity.

The first issue of The Body Politic (TBP), a gay liberation newsmagazine, was published. TBP  

is often considered one of the most significant 2SLGBTQIA+ publications in Canadian history. 

It was published bimonthly (and later, monthly) until 1987.

The Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) co-organized a forum on transsexuality 

with the Community Homophile Association of Toronto (CHAT). Between 100and 150  

people attended.

ANIK held its first meeting in Toronto. ANIK (which can be translated as ‘brotherhood’) was the 

first group for gay Inuit. ANIK was registered as a charity, however the group withheld the fact 

that they were serving the gay community because they knew they would not have been granted 

charitable status if this was disclosed. ANIK worked to provide counselling, referral services, and 

a drop-in centre.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/1971-we-demand-march/introduction
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-body-politic
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Pride celebrations were held in several Canadian cities, including Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, 

Montréal, Saskatoon, Windsor, and Winnipeg. 

The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives was formed in Toronto. It was renamed the 

Canadian Gay Archives in 1975 and then again the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives in 1993. 

Since 2018, it has been called The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.

The Waterloo Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) published the Operation Socrates Handbook, 

one of the first Canadian gay liberationist educational publications for youth. Around four 

thousand copies were distributed to high school guidance offices. The Waterloo GLM received 

an Opportunities for Youth (OFY) grant of $9290 to fund the project, which included questions 

and answers about homosexuality, information on STIs, interviews with young adults, and 

reading lists. The use of OFY grant money led to anti-gay sentiment from community members, 

politicians, and media.

‘Homesexuality’ was removed from the second edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
for Mental Disorders (DSM-II) in its seventh printing.

Four lesbians—Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers—refused to leave  

the Brunswick Tavern in Toronto after their mic was cut on stage when three of them, Adrienne, 

Pat, and Lamar, were singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke,” despite the crowd loving their performance. 

Three of the four were arrested because of their refusal to leave. The arresting officers verbally, 

physically, and sexually assaulted the women; one officer said that they were “the scum of the 

earth” and “should be shot.” Former MP and lawyer Judy LaMarsh took the case. An internal 

investigation was conducted into the police response, but none of the officers involved were 

disciplined. Rosen was convicted for starting a disturbance and given three months probation. 

The other two women had their charges dropped.
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Reverend Ken Campbell of the Campbell-Reese Evangelistic Association, Inc. refused to pay part 

of his taxes in protest of “moral pollution” in Ontario public schools. The previous month, four 

members of the Hamilton-McMaster Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) had given a presentation 

to the Grade 12 students at his daughters’ school. In response, Campbell formed the Halton 

Renaissance Committee (later Renaissance Canada), which went on to sponsor Anita Bryant’s 

1978 Canadian tour.

John Damien, a racing steward for the Ontario Racing Commission, was fired because of his 

sexual orientation. Damien sued his former employer but was not reinstated. In addition to 

the wrongful dismissal suit, Damien also launched an appeal with the Ontario Human Rights 

Commission (OHRC). At this time the Ontario Human Rights Code prohibited discrimination 

based on sex (i.e., gender), but not sexual orientation. On June 21, 1977, the OHRC 

recommended that the government amend the Code to include sexual orientation. During those 

two years (and for many years after), the Committee to Defend John Damien actively worked to 

raise money for Damien’s legal defence and to keep the public informed about the progress of the 

case. Damien died of pancreatic cancer on December 24, 1986, before his case was resolved.

Gay Friends, a New Brunswick-based organization for gay men and lesbians, attempted to place 

advertisements in The Daily Gleaner (Fredericton), The Telegraph-Journal (St. John), The Times-
Globe (St. John), The Moncton Times, and The Moncton Transcript. They were turned down, 

with the advertising manager of one paper stating that it was “a family newspaper.” Because New 

Brunswick’s Human Rights Act didn’t prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation, Gay 

Friends could not take legal action. 

The Southwestern Ontario Regional Conference of NDP Riding Organizations adopted a motion 

put forward by Windsor activist Harold Desmarais to add the inclusion of sexual orientation in 

the Ontario Human Rights Code as part of their party platform. 
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Doug Wilson, a graduate student in the University of Saskatchewan’s Department of  

Educational Foundations, was informed that he could not supervise practice teachers because 

of his work as a gay liberation activist. Although the university did not reinstate Wilson as a 

supervisor, he received support from those in his program; the next year, he and three others 

formed a Gay Academic Union.

Around this time, the police raided many gay and lesbian bars in Montréal’s gay village. This 

was perceived by many as an attempt by mayor Jean Drapeau to “clean up” the city before the 

Summer Olympics that were to be held that year.

The Immigration Act of 1952 was repealed. Under this act, “homosexuals, prostitutes, pimps, 

and other persons coming to Canada for immoral purposes” could be denied entry or deported.

About twenty people protested in front of CBC’s Nova Scotia office over its refusal to run a 

public service announcement for the Gay Alliance for Equality’s Gayline (a phoneline for queer 

resources and assistance). Activists in Montréal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver also held 

solidarity protests. The CBC’s head office in Toronto would later put into national policy that 

radio and television stations could not play PSAs from gay and lesbian organizations. 

Three activists, Raymond Barton, Bonnie Perry, and Randy Vivian, began the York Rainbow 

Society of the Deaf, the first known group for queer Deaf people in Canada. Another group, 

l’Association des bonnes gens sourds, was started in Montréal a few years later.
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Police officers wearing bulletproof vests and armed with machine guns raided two bars, Truxx 

and Le Mystique, in Montréal’s gay village. 146 men were arrested and held in police custody 

for over eight hours. They were not permitted to call their lawyers, and were forcibly tested for 

sexually transmitted infections. The next day, two thousand protesters blocked the corner of rue 

Ste. Catherine O. and rue Stanley. In response, police drove their motorcycles into the crowd.

Québec passed an amendment to its Change of Name Act, allowing trans people to obtain a 

change of name and gender in civil status registers. 

Judge Joseph McMahon ruled that Gail Bezaire, a lesbian who had previously been married to 

and had children with a man, could only retain custody of her children if she “refrain[ed] from 

entering into another lesbian relationship while the children were living with her.” 

The Foundation for the Advancement of Canadian Transsexuals (FACT) was formed by Rupert 

Raj in Calgary; it later relocated to Toronto. FACT provided trans people with free educational 

materials, counselling, referrals, and conducted academic research on gender dysphoria.

Eight men were charged with committing gross indecency in the washroom of a Woolco 

department store in Halifax; all of the men had been entrapped by police. Following their court 

appearance, the men’s names and addresses were published in local newspapers and televised on 

CTV and CBC-TV national news programmes. 

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-
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350 people protested outside the Winnipeg Convention Centre during a visit by American 

pop singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant. Bryant had become infamous for her “Save Our 

Children” campaign, which she began the previous year. This was, at the time, the largest protest 

that had been held in Winnipeg and also included a concert to raise money for the Lesbian 

Mothers’ Defence Fund (LMDF).

The Native Gay Group was formed in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, although they didn’t hold their 

first official meeting for another year. The group, comprised of First Nations and Métis people, 

worked with the Saskatchewan Gay Coalition (SGC) through its rural outreach programme and 

organized with other gay groups in the province.

The Coalition for Life Together (CL T) was formed in response to, and in support of, the publication 

of Life Together, a report recommending the inclusion of gay men, lesbians, disabled people, 

children, elderly people, and formerly incarcerated people in the Ontario Human Rights Code. 

Gay Asians Toronto (GAT) was started after Gerald Chan and Richard Fung placed an ad in 

The Body Politic for a gay and lesbian Asian discussion group. 

A trans woman named Miss D filed a complaint with the Québec Human Rights Commission 

after she was denied service at a Montréal restaurant. The Commission found that the restaurant 

owner had discriminated against Miss D on the basis of her sex and/or sexual orientation, but she 

only received $500 of the $1,000 that she had asked for in damages.

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/home-gay-asians-toronto
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The Atlantic Gay Association/l’Association des gai(e)s de l’Atlantique (AGA) was formed  

at a conference hosted by Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG). Gay Alliance for Equality  

(GAE), based in Nova Scotia, and Northern Lamba Nord, based in New Brunswick and  

Maine, also participated.

During Operation Soap, Toronto police raided four gay bathhouses and arrested 286 men. This 

was the largest mass arrest in Canada since 1970, when Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau invoked 

the War Measures Act during the October Crisis. Following the raids, over four thousand 

protestors marched from the Ontario Legislative Building at Queen’s Park to the Toronto Police 

Service 52 Division.

Vancouver hosted Canada’s first lesbian Pride march.

Edmonton police, RCMP officers, and two crown attorneys raided the Pisces Health Spa, 

a bathhouse frequented by gay men, and arrested about 56 patrons. Edmonton police had 

consulted with the Toronto police on how to execute the raid. Over one hundred people 

attended a protest at city hall, condemning the raid as a violation of civil rights. 

The Body Politic published a letter by Fo Niemi on the ongoing lack of support for physically and 

mentally disabled gays and lesbians.
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The US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) received reports of a rare disease in young gay men. 

They initially called this disease ‘Gay-Related Immune Deficiency’ (GRID), but it was later 

renamed ‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome’ (AIDS). 

Dykes in the Streets march for lesbian power, pride, and visibility was held in Toronto. 

Approximately three hundred women attended the march, which was organized by Lesbians 

Against the Right (LAR).

William Irvin (Bill) Kovinsky of Windsor was the first person in Canada reported to have died 

from GRID. Later that year, at the recommendation of the CDC, the diagnosis of ‘AIDS’ would 

replace ‘GRID.’

The first issue of Perceptions was published. Based in Saskatoon, Perceptions billed itself as “the 

gay and lesbian newsmagazine of the prairies.” Publication continued until the death of its editor, 

Gens Hellquist, in 2013.

The AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) was formed. 

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/aids-walk-toronto
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-perceptions-magazine
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Zami was founded by Debbie Douglas, Sylmadel Coke, Douglas Stewart, and Deryck Glodon. 

As the first known group for Black and Caribbean gays and lesbians in Canada, Zami provided 

support for those who had been alienated by white queer people.

The Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights released a report titled Equality for All, 
detailing high levels of discrimination against homosexuals in Canada. The committee 

recommended that ‘sexual orientation’ be added to the Canadian Human Rights Act; it would 

not be added for another ten years.

After over 10 years of lobbying and campaigning, ‘sexual orientation’ was added to the Ontario 

Human Rights Code as prohibited grounds of discrimination.

Manitoba added ‘sexual orientation’ to its Human Rights Act. In 1974, Gays for Equality had 

first presented a brief to then-Attorney General Howard Pawley, calling for the provincial 

government to amend the Act to protect gay people from discrimination. Pawley said that 

although he thought such an amendment was necessary, other members of the NDP caucus 

would likely not agree.

Halifax had its first Pride march, with about two hundred people in attendance. This same year, 

John William Tha Din was beaten to death in Camp Hill Cemetery, a gay cruising area in Halifax, 

and Eric Smith was fired from his teaching job for being HIV-positive.
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By the end of this year, around five thousand people total had been diagnosed with AIDS in 

Canada. Homophobic, racist, and classist discourse around AIDS meant that politicians were 

disinclined to provide adequate funding to support those living with the condition.

The World Health Organization removed ‘homosexuality’ from the tenth revision of the 

International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10).

Montréal police raided a party at the Sex Garage, a gay bar. 

The word ‘Two-Spirit’ was proposed during the Third Annual Inter-tribal Native American, 

First Nations, Gay and Lesbian American Conference near Beausejour, Manitoba. The term is 

attributed to Elder Myra Laramee, who had a vision/dream of the word. It is a translation of the 

Anishinaabemowin term niizh manidoowag, which means ‘two spirits.’

Three men sabotaged a Winnipeg anti-homophobia hotline, altering the answering machine 

message to one containing homophobic slurs. They also vandalized a billboard advertising the 

hotline, shooting it with a paint pellet gun (used for tagging livestock). The men’s charges were 

stayed when an undercover police officer on the case admitted to recording conversations with 

the accused without their consent. 

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-new-in-the-arquives-a-donation-from-the-2-spirited-people-of-the-1st-nations
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Douglas Sanders, who had previously been the president of Association for Social Knowledge 

(ASK), became the first openly gay person to address an assembly of world leaders at the United 

Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

The Supreme Court ruled that gays and lesbians could apply for refugee status on the basis of 

their sexual orientation. 

The New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform published Within Reach: Meeting 
the Needs of Gay and Lesbian New Brunswickers. The researchers surveyed 233 gay men, 115 

lesbians, and 503 people working in the helping professions (including doctors and nurses, 

psychologists, social workers, counsellors, and spiritual advisors) on the physical, mental, and 

spirtual health needs of gays and lesbians. While many of the professionals surveyed wanted to 

better serve gay and lesbian communities, they stated that they did not understand their needs. 

The report recommended anti-homophobia and anti-heterosexism education initiatives to allow 

those in the helping professions to develop more supportive practices.
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Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island had its first Pride march. Because PEI’s Human Rights  
Act did not prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation (and would not for  

another four years), some people who wanted to attend could not out of fear of personal  

and professional repercussions.

The cumulative total of Canadians living with HIV was reported at around 32,995. 

In the case of Egan v. Canada, the Supreme Court dismissed their appeal to claim spousal 

allowance under the Old Age Security Act after having been in a relationship for over forty years. 

However, this ruling had a silver lining for the 2LGBTQIA+ community in Canada, and was 

used when it was ruled that “sexual orientation” must be read into the Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms as grounds of discrimination. This decision was used as precedent for many future 

cases of LGBTQ2+ discrimination. 

An Ontario judge found that the Child and Family Services Act discriminated against people on 

the basis of sexual orientation. This only applied to cases of second-parent adoption, in which 

one partner becomes a legal parent of the other partner’s biological or adopted child/children; 

same-gender couples could still not adopt other people’s children.

Kimberley Nixon filed a Human Rights complaint against Vancouver Rape Relief & Women’s 

Shelter for discriminating against her as a trans woman. Her case established in law that 

discrimination on the basis of being trans is protected under the Human Rights Code, long before 

Canadian laws were changed to reflect this.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/jim-egan/early-years
https://vimeo.com/543165548
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Bill C-33 (An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act) was passed, adding ‘sexual 

orientation’ as a prohibited grounds for discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights Act. 

This was prompted by the ruling in Egan v. Canada.

Counting Past 2, a trans arts festival organized by Mirha-Soleil Ross, was held for the first time. 

The event was meant to create spaces for trans people who were often excluded from lesbian  

and gay spaces. 

Coverage for gender-confirming surgery was delisted under Ontario’s healthcare plan. 

Its re-listing ten years later was largely the result of the work of trans activists.

Blockorama, a Black queer event, was held for the first time. It has been put on every year since, 

making it the longest-running stage at Toronto Pride.

Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in M v. H that it was unconstitutional to exclude same-

gender couples from the definition of ‘common-law spouse,’ Attorney General Jim Flaherty 

introduced Bill 5 into the Ontario Legislature. While this effectively afforded queer couples 

the same rights as heterosexual common-law couples, the government voted to preserve the 

definition of ‘marriage’ as existing between one man and one woman. 

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/trans-surgery-activism-ontario/transhealthactivismproject
https://vimeo.com/301049973
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Toronto police raided Pussy Palace, a queer women and trans bathhouse event. The Ontario 

Court Justice ruled that the police were to pay a settlement of $350,000, issue an apology, and 

train officers in LGBTQ+ “cultural competency.”

The Northwest Territories became the first jurisdiction in Canada to explicitly recognize 

discrimination on the basis of gender identity in its Human Rights Act.

Canadian citizens were allowed to sponsor their same-gender partners for immigration. 

HIV-positive people could still be refused entry if they would “place excessive demands on 

government services”; as of 2022, HIV-positive people can still be denied entry to Canada  

on this basis. 

Calgary police raided Goliath’s Sauna & Texas Lounge, a combined gay bar and bathhouse.

In Halpern v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled that the definition of marriage as 

between one man and one woman violated section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms. That same month, Michael Leshner and Michael Stark were the first same-gender 

couple to be married in Toronto. Over the next two years, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan, 

Newfoundland, Québec, Yukon, and New Brunswick would also legalize equal marriage.

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-police-raids
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Bill C-38 (the Civil Marriage Act) was passed, making equal marriage a national right.

Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated that his government would introduce a 

motion to “restore the traditional definition of marriage.” Although he did not follow through 

on this, Harper and his party continued to vote against legislation protecting the rights of 

2SLGBTQIA+ people.

The first Trans March, organized by Karah Mathiason, occurred in Toronto. Pride Toronto put 

up barricades to try to stop the march. Although trans people have often been leaders in queer 

activism, transphobia was (and is) prevalent within some gay and lesbian spaces.

Fredericton, New Brunswick had its first Pride parade. While other Pride events had been held 

there since 1998, Fredericton City Council had not previously allowed for a parade.

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-june-18
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Members of an organization called PolitiQ: Queers solidaires marched to protest the exclusion of 

trans people in Québec. The protestors demanded that Québec allow trans people to change their 

gender markers on official documents.

Whitehorse, Yukon had its first Pride march. Co-organized by a former teacher, it was in part 

a response to a queerphobic and transphobic education policy that had been introduced into 

Yukon Catholic schools.

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories had its first Pride march.

The City of Iqaluit, Nunavut raised a Pride flag to protest anti-gay laws in Russia. While some 

city councilors and residents objected, this action prompted people to organize the city’s first 

Pride celebration that summer.

The second International Asexuality Conference was held at Toronto Metropolitan University . 

This was the first known asexual gathering held in Canada.

Estefan Cortes-Vargas was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta. When they came out in 

December of that year, they became the first openly nonbinary member of a Canadian legislature.
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Over seventy people marched in downtown St. John’s to bring attention to the issues that trans 

people face living in Newfoundland & Labrador. Community activists voted to hold the Trans 

March separately from the Pride Parade.

CAMH in Toronto announced that it would be closing its Child, Youth, and Family Gender 

Identity Clinic after the publication of an external review of lead researcher and clinician Dr. 

Kenneth Zucker, in which other psychiatrists and psychologists noted that his practices were 

harmful to trans people. Although he denied practicing conversion therapy, Zucker tried to force 

young trans people to “accept” their gender assigned at birth instead of transitioning. 

Black Lives Matter protested the involvement of police officers in Toronto Pride. They also called 

for increased funding for Black Queer Youth, Blockorama, and other community stages, and for 

the hiring of more (trans) Black and Indigenous people. Following their protest, members of 

BLM–TO were subject to racist harassment and abuse by some white queer people. 

Sakom Allan “Chicky” Polchies Jr. (Wolastoqiyik) of St. Mary’s First Nation became the first out 

2SLGBTQIA+ chief in Atlantic Canada. Following his election, Polchies, who is Two-Spirit, said 

he hoped the community support he had received would help queer and trans Indigenous youth 

feel more comfortable in their identities. 

The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was already 

permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario. 
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Clinic 554, a reproductive health and family practice clinic in Fredericton, was forced to reduce 

its services because the provincial government would not fund a clinic that provided abortion 

care. It has since reopened its reproductive health practice, but its family practice has remained 

closed. Clinic 554 had been one of the only clinics in the Maritime provinces where trans people 

could access care, and the only one that allowed trans people to self-refer.

Conversion therapy was banned at the federal level. Bill C-6 (An Act to amend the Criminal Code 
[conversion therapy]) had been introduced in the previous Parliament, but largely focused on 

conversion therapy involving children; the amendment called for the inclusion of conversion 

therapy involving adults, as well.

According to EGALE’s 2020 literature review, one of the most pressing issues today is  

addressing Canada’s ongoing practice of intersex genital mutilation, wherein infants are 

subjected to non-consensual “sex normalizing surgeries.”
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Activity 2: Examine primary source documents related to 
key themes 

20 minutes

1. Transition from timeline activity into this group activity.

2. Explain the activity:

 Now that you’ve learned about some events, you’re going to look at some primary
source documents related to particular topics (e.g., the legal system, criminalization and
pathologization, the gay liberation movement, trans experiences, etc.). Each group will be given
some reflection questions. You don’t need to answer all of them. In 15-20 minutes, we’ll come
back as a class and I’ll ask each group to share a bit about their documents.

3. Divide the class into small groups and give each group an envelope with print-outs inside.

Preparation

•  Print the discussion questions and primary source documents

•  Put the print-outs into envelopes and label each with its topic

(e.g., “[Indigenous] Resistance to Gender and Sexuality Norms”)

Materials

•  Print-outs of discussion questions and primary source documents

•  Oversized envelopes 

• Optional: Chart paper and markers (for students to write down their thoughts)
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Resistance to Gender and Sexuality Norms 
Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. 

A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group 

member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  The term ‘Two-Spirit’ was coined in 1990 at the Third Annual Inter-Tribal Native American,

First Nations, Gay and Lesbian American Conference. Have you heard of the term ‘Two-Spirit’

before? Why do you think it’s important that it only be used by Indigenous people?

•  What does Dr. Barry’s story tell you about gender norms in the mid-nineteenth century? What

do you think about the text using ‘she/her’ pronouns for Dr. Barry? Do you think it should have

used ‘he/him’ instead?

•  How do you think a historical legacy of devaluing women, queer people, and trans people shows

up in Canadian society today? Do you think some people still think about gender and sexuality

in colonial ways?



2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    59

Artwork by Kit Thomas (wolf clan, St. Regis Mohawk Tribe of Akwesasne) 

from Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017).
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Piece written by Albert McLeod  

(Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation & Métis community of Norway House) 

in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 1 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/red-rising.pdf
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Piece written by Albert McLeod  

(Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation & Métis community of Norway House) 

in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 2 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/red-rising.pdf


62    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Piece written by Albert McLeod  

(Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation & Métis community of Norway House) 

in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 3 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/red-rising.pdf
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Excerpt from Chantal Fiola’s (Red River Métis) piece  

“ We’ve Always Been Here: Two-Spirit People in the Midewiwin Creation Story” 

in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 1 of 2).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/red-rising.pdf
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Excerpt from Chantal Fiola’s (Red River Métis) piece  

“ We’ve Always Been Here: Two-Spirit People in the Midewiwin Creation Story” 

in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 2 of 2).

Red Rising Collective. (2017). Red Rising magazine issue 7 Two-Spirit. M2018-013.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22494.

For more on Two-Spirit identities, read Marie Laing’s zine  

Two-Spirit: Conversations with Young Two-Spirit, Trans and Queer Indigenous 
People in Toronto or watch this video by Ma-Nee Chacaby, writer of  

A Two-Spirit Journey: The Autobiography of a Lesbian Ojibwa-Cree Elder.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/red-rising.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22494
https://www.twospiritresearchzine.com/zine
https://www.twospiritresearchzine.com/zine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juzpocOX5ik
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Excerpt from Ontario Ministry of Health Annual Report 1981-82. In its Annual Report commemorating  

one hundred years since the formation of the Ontario Ministry of Health, the Ministry included short 

biographies of a number of people who made important contributions to medicine and public health in the 

province, including James Barry. Watch this video from the BBC for more on Dr. Barry.

Ontario Ministry of Health. (1981-1982). Ontario Ministry of Health Annual Report 1981-82: A Century of 
Caring. Barry, James Miranda Stuart, 1795-1865 (Canada) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile353. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/ministry-of-health.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7Jf7aKCrh8
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile353
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Key Events

No specific date: Before colonization, Indigenous peoples living in what we now call North 

America had a variety of terms in their own languages to describe people who were attracted to 

people of the same gender or whose gender was outside of the binary. American anthropologist 

Sue-Ellen Jacobs studied 99 Indigenous Nations and found that there were historical references to 

same-sex attraction in 88 of them; twenty of these specifically made reference to women who are 

attracted to other women. While some Nations denied the existence of queerness and transness in 

their communities, in many others, queer and trans people had been accepted as healers, teachers, 

caregivers, and visionaries. 

1533: England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization, 

this law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

1857: Dr. James Miranda Barry was appointed Inspector General of Hospitals in Upper Canada. Dr. 

Barry helped advance medical knowledge and living conditions at a time when outbreaks of cholera, 

smallpox, and malaria were widespread in the area. He had been assigned female at birth but had 

lived as a man for most of his life. After Dr. Barry’s death in 1865, the results of his post-mortem 

examination, including his assigned sex, were made public.
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Emergence of Queer and Trans Identities (1910s-1950s)
Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.



68    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. 

A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group 

member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

• What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  Look at the list of important dates in the envelope. In these four decades, there is a combination

of queer/trans community-building (Les Mouches Fantastiques) and resistance (Jim Egan’s

letters) and queer/trans silencing (Nazi internment of gay men in concentration camps). Why

do you think community-building and resistance were so important during that period? What

does community-building and resistance look like now?

•  Jim Egan wrote letters decrying discrimination against homosexuals for around fifteen years.

Why do you think this was so important to him and to others? What are some of ways that you

see queer and trans activists using their voices today?

•  If you had to summarize what the 1910s-1950s were like for queer and trans people, what

would you say?
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Editorial from a 1920 issue of Les Mouches Fantastiques, run by Elsie Gidlow and 

Roswell George Mills and thought to be the first queer publication in Canada.

Gidlow, E. & Mills, R. G. (1920). Les mouches fantastiques, Issue 2(1).  
Mouches Fantastiques Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile27298.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/les-mouches-fantastiques.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile27298
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Excerpt from “Elsa Gidlow to be Honored February 14,” published in the December 1980/January 1981 

issue of Southern California Women for Understanding, a bi-monthly newsletter.

Southern California Women for Understanding. (1980, Dec./1981, Jan.)  
“Elsa Gidlow to be Honored February 14.” Southern California Women for Understanding 4(6).  

Gidlow, Elsa, 1898-1986 Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 
ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile27298.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/elsa-gidlow-to-be-honoured.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile27298
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A rare text by Magnus Hirschfeld from 1930, translated by some as The Sexual History of the World War.

Hirschfeld, M. (1930). Sittengeschichte des weltkrieges : ergänzungsheft = Sexual history of the world war :  
supplement booklet. M2015-047. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue7280.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue7280
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Portrait of Magnus Hirschfeld (1868-1935), German sexologist and advocate for queer and trans rights. 

Hirschfeld’s works (along with those of his colleagues at the Institut fur Sexualwissenschaft) were some of the 

first to be destroyed during the Nazi book burnings of 1933. 

Hirschfeld, M. (1930). Sittengeschichte des weltkrieges : ergänzungsheft = Sexual history of the world war :  
supplement booklet. M2015-047. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue7280.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue7280
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Photo of a t-shirt with the “silence=death” HIV/AIDS activist slogan and the pink triangle (on left); 

photo of a button with the French slogan “silence=mort” and the pink triangle (on right).  

Both from the US-based Silence=Death Project, 1980s-1990s.

Front; SILENCE = DEATH: Reverse; ACT UP Golden Gate. T Shirt. Catalogue number 61 CT.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts4659. 

Silence=Mort. Button. (1989). Catalogue number CB142.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5111.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts4659
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5111
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Article in tabloid newspaper Justice Weekly from 1955. The letter that is being referenced 

was written by James Egan and is on the next page.

Egan, J. (1955). Parliamentary Legislative Committee Ignored this Letter from Homosexual Suggesting Changes in Criminal Code.  
Justice Weekly. James Egan fonds (“[Correspondence with the Legislative Parliamentary Committee],”  

Fonds number F0110, Series 2). The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/parliamentary-legislative-committee-ignored-this-letter.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802
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Three-page letter from James Egan to Members of the Parliamentary Legislative Committee in 1955 

about the section of the Canadian Criminal Code that refers to ‘gross indecency’ (page 1 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-parliamentary-legislative-committee.pdf
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Three-page letter from James Egan to Members of the Parliamentary Legislative Committee in 1955 

about the section of the Canadian Criminal Code that refers to ‘gross indecency’ (page 2 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-parliamentary-legislative-committee.pdf
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Three-page letter from James Egan to Members of the Parliamentary Legislative Committee in 1955 

about the section of the Canadian Criminal Code that refers to ‘gross indecency’ (page 3 of 3).

Egan, J. (1960, March 12). [Egan writing to newspapers and magazines]. James Egan fonds. F0110-02-006.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-parliamentary-legislative-committee.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802
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Letter from James Egan to Hush magazine in 1960. Egan wrote many letters to magazine and  

newspaper editors–as well as political figures and Parliamentary Committees—challenging their discrimination 

against, and unfair treatment towards, gay, lesbian, and bisexual communities (page 1 of 2).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-hush.pdf
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Letter from James Egan to Hush magazine in 1960. Egan wrote many letters to magazine and  

newspaper editors–as well as political figures and Parliamentary Committees—challenging their discrimination 

against, and unfair treatment towards, gay, lesbian, and bisexual communities (page 2 of 2).

Egan, J. (1960, March 12). “[Egan writing to newspapers and magazines],” James Egan fonds. F0110-02-006. The ArQuives:  
Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-hush.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802
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Key Events

1918: The first Canadian LGBTQ+ publication, an underground mimeographed magazine called 

Les Mouches Fantastiques, was published by Elsa (Elsie) Gidlow and Roswell George Mills in 

Montréal; they later moved to New York City.

1919: Magnus Hirschfeld, a sexologist and sexual reformer, opened the Institut für 

Sexualwissenschaft (Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin-Tiergarten, Germany. The Institut 

provided counselling and treatment for “physical and psychological sexual disorders” and for what 

Hirschfield called “sexual transitions” for “homosexuals, transvestites, and hermaphrodites.”

No specific date: Leading up to and during the Second World War, homosexuals, along with 

Jewish, Polish, and Romani people, were interned in Nazi concentration camps. Gay men were 

forced to wear pink triangles on their uniforms. Later, the pink triangle became a symbol for the 

gay liberation movement. Some lesbians were made to wear black triangles, classifying them as 

“asocial,” although this was not as common.

1947: Alfred Kinsey, an American biologist, entomologist, zoologist, and sexologist, formed the 

Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University. His studies, published as the Kinsey Reports,  

found that approximately 10% of men and 2-6% of women were homosexual.

1949: Jim Egan, one of Canada’s first gay activists, began writing letters to newspaper editors  

and politicians in response to their homophobia and anti-gay discrimination. He continued his 

letter-writing for around fifteen years.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/jim-egan/early-years
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Queer and Trans People and the Law
Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. 

A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group 

member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  You’ll notice that a lot of these laws focused on homosexual men. Why do you think that is?

•  What issues did activists have with partial decriminalization? Why do you think people

continued to be arrested after partial decriminalization?

•  When did Canada legally prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation?

Gender identity and gender expression? Why do you think there is a gap between the dates

of these events?
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Excerpt from ASK’s September 1964 newsletter. The Association for Social Knowledge (ASK)  

was Canada’s first gay rights group and formed in the early 1960s. Text on the page reads: “ The homosexual in 

conflict … with the law,” followed by a quote from Life magazine: “ The myth and misconception with which 

homosexuality has so long been clothed must be cleared away, not to condone it but to cope with it.”

The Association for Social Knowledge. (1964, September). ASK Newsletter. LGBTQ Serials.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12073.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12073
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Photo of protestors at the We Demand demonstration on August 28, 1971.

The Canadian Press (1971). Gay-rights activists demonstrate on Parliament Hill  
in August, 1971. (1971). Canada. Parliament. Bill C-150 Vertical file.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile23119.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/we-demand-2.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile23119
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Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill  

of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971 (page 1 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand.pdf
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Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill  

of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971 (page 2 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand.pdf
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Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill  

of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971 (page 3 of 3).

Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971  
(page 3 of 3). Hill, C. (1971). We demand ( a speech and a conference proposal). Toronto Gay Action. M2015-076. The ArQuives: 

Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10832.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10832
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Excerpt from an article published in The Body Politic (TBP), reprinted by the Committee to 

Defend John Damien as part of a fundraising campaign for Damien’s legal defense.  

In 1975, Damien was fired from his job at the Ontario Racing Commission for being gay. 

The Body Politic. (1976, October). Money Needed Now for Damien’s Defense.  
Committee to Defend John Damien Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1166.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/money-needed-now-for-damien_s-defence.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1166


2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    89

Committee to Defend John Damien demonstration with Windsor Gay Unity, ca. 1975.

Committee to Defend John Damien / Windsor Gay Unity / Damien Day demonstration /  
[Photograph]. [ca. 1975]. 1991-048/29P(01) 04P. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319
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Chris Vogel of Gays for Equality introducing John Damien for a 

University of Manitoba student union talk, ca. 1975.

 Committee to Defend John Damien / Windsor Gay Unity / Damien Day demonstration /  
[Photograph]. [ca. 1975]. 1991-048/29P(01) 02P. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319
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Excerpt from The (Dangerous) Sexual Offender Legislation: A Call for Abolition, published by the National Gay 

Rights Coalition c. 1976. Bill C-83, which was before the House of Commons at the time, would remove the 

category of ‘dangerous sexual offender’ from the Criminal Code, but would add simply ‘dangerous offender’ in its 

place. The National Gay Rights Coalition noted in their report that this category would likely continue to be used 

to discriminate against queer people because its interpretation would be at the police’s discretion.

National Gay Rights Coalition. [ca. 1976]. The Dangerous (Sexual) Offender legislation: a call for abolition : a brief to the  
Standing Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs, House of Commons, Parliament of Canada, during the study of Bill C-83.  

M2001-071. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue6149.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/the-dangerous-sexual-offender-legislation.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue6149
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Newspaper clipping from 2009 critiquing Bill C-150 (partial decriminalization of homosexuality).

Perelle, R. (2009, May 21). The mythology of C-150. Xtra!.  
Canada Parliament Bill C-150 Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile23119.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/the-mythology-of-C-150.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile23119
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Key Events

1533: England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization, 

this law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

1869: Sodomy was no longer punishable by death, but could still bring a sentence of life in prison.

1892: ‘Gross indecency’ was listed as an offence in Canada’s newly created Criminal Code. While 

sodomy, by definition, required penetration, gross indecency could include any non-procreative sex 

acts (although it was almost exclusively applied to men who had sex with men).

May 1969: Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of 

consent was older for gay people (at age 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual 

acts also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present. 

Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses, 

continuing into the 2000s. 

February 1975: John Damien, a racing steward for the Ontario Racing Commission, was fired 

because of his sexual orientation. Damien sued his former employer but was not reinstated. 

In addition to the wrongful dismissal suit, Damien also launched an appeal with the Ontario 

Human Rights Commission (OHRC). At this time the Ontario Human Rights Code prohibited 

discrimination based on sex (i.e., gender), but not sexual orientation. On June 21, 1977, the OHRC 

recommended that the government amend the Code to include sexual orientation. During those 

two years (and for many years after), the Committee to Defend John Damien actively worked to 

raise money for Damien’s legal defence and to keep the public informed about the progress of the 

case. Damien died of pancreatic cancer on December 24, 1986, before his case was resolved.

May 1975: The Southwestern Ontario Regional Conference of NDP Riding Organizations adopted 

a motion put forward by Windsor activist Harold Desmarais to add the inclusion of sexual 

orientation in the OHRC as part of their party platform. 

September 1975: Doug Wilson, a graduate student in the University of Saskatchewan’s 

Department of Educational Foundations, was informed that he could not supervise practice teachers 

because of his work as a gay liberation activist. Although the university did not reinstate Wilson, 

he received support from those in his program; the next year, he and three others formed a Gay 

Academic Union.

October 1976: The Immigration Act of 1952 was repealed. Under this act, “homosexuals, 

prostitutes, pimps, and other persons coming to Canada for immoral purposes” could be denied 

entry or deported.
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December 1977: Québec passed an amendment to its Change of Name Act, allowing trans people to 

obtain a change of name and gender in civil status registers. 

January 1978: Judge Joseph McMahon ruled that Gail Bezaire, a lesbian who had previously been 

married to and had children with a man, could only retain custody of her children if she “refrain[ed] 

from entering into another lesbian relationship while the children were living with her.” 

February 1979: The Coalition for Life Together (CL T) was formed in response to the publication of 

Life Together, a report recommending the inclusion of gay men, lesbians, disabled people, children, 

elderly people, and formerly incarcerated people in the Ontario Human Rights Code. 

May 1980: A trans woman named Miss D filed a complaint with the Québec Human Rights 

Commission after she was denied service at a Montréal restaurant. The Commission found that the 

restaurant owner had discriminated against Miss D on the basis of her sex and/or sexual orientation, 

but she only received $500 of the $1000 that she had asked for in damages.

October 1985: The Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights released a report titled  

Equality for All, detailing high levels of discrimination against homosexuals in Canada. The 

committee recommended that ‘sexual orientation’ be added to the Canadian Human Rights  
Act; it would not be added for another ten years.

August 1987: Manitoba added ‘sexual orientation’ to its Human Rights Act. In 1974, Gays for 

Equality (GFE) had first presented a brief to then-Attorney General Howard Pawley, calling for the 

provincial government to amend the Act to protect gay people from discrimination. Pawley said  

that although he thought such an amendment was necessary, other members of the NDP caucus 

would likely not agree.

June 1993: The Supreme Court ruled that gays and lesbians could apply for refugee status on the 

basis of their sexual orientation. 

circa 1993: The New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform published Within Reach: 
Meeting the Needs of Gay and Lesbian New Brunswickers. The researchers surveyed 233 gay men, 

115 lesbians, and 503 people working in the helping professions (including doctors and nurses, 

psychologists, social workers, counsellors, and spiritual advisors) on the physical, mental, and 

spirtual health needs of gays and lesbians. While many of the professionals surveyed wanted to 

better serve gay and lesbian communities, they stated that they did not understand their needs. The 

report recommended anti-homophobia and anti-heterosexism education initiatives to allow those 

in the helping professions to develop more supportive practices.
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May 1995: In the case of Egan v. Canada, the Supreme Court dismissed their appeal to claim  

spousal allowance under the Old Age Security Act after having been in a relationship for  

over forty years. However, this ruling had a silver lining for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community in 

Canada, and was used when it was ruled that. “sexual orientation” must be read into the  

Charter of Rights and Freedoms as grounds of discrimination. This decision was used as  

precedent for many future cases of LGBTQ2+ discrimination. 

May 1995: An Ontario judge found that the Child and Family Services Act discriminated against 

people on the basis of sexual orientation. This only applied to cases of second-parent adoption, 

in which one partner becomes a legal parent of the other partner’s biological or adopted child/

children; same-gender couples could still not adopt other people’s children.

August 1995: Kimberley Nixon filed a Human Rights complaint against Vancouver Rape Relief & 

Women’s Shelter for discriminating against her as a trans woman. Her case established in law that 

discrimination on the basis of being trans is protected under the Human Rights Code, long before 

Canadian laws were changed to reflect this.

June 1996: Bill C-33 (An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act) was passed, adding ‘sexual 

orientation’ as a prohibited grounds for discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights Act.

May 1999: Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in M v. H that it was unconstitutional to exclude 

same-gender couples from the definition of ‘common-law spouse,’ Attorney General Jim Flaherty 

introduced Bill 5 into the Ontario Legislature. While this effectively afforded queer couples the 

same rights as straight common-law couples, the government voted to preserve the definition of 

‘marriage’ as existing between one man and one woman. 

January 2002: The Northwest Territories became the first jurisdiction in Canada to explicitly 

recognize discrimination on the basis of gender identity in its Human Rights Act.

June 2002: Canadian citizens were allowed to sponsor their same-gender partners for immigration. 

HIV-positive people could still be refused entry if they would “place excessive demands on 

government services”; HIV-positive people can still be denied entry to Canada on this basis. 

June 2003: In Halpern v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled that the definition of  

marriage as between one man and one woman violated section 15 of the Canadian Charter of  
Rights and Freedoms.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/jim-egan/early-years
https://vimeo.com/543165548
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July 2005: Bill C-38 (the Civil Marriage Act) was passed, making it a national right for same-gender 

couples to marry.

2006: Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated that his government would introduce 

a motion to “restore the traditional definition of marriage.” Although he didn’t follow through 

on this, Harper and his party continued to vote against legislation protecting the rights of 

2SLGBTQIA+ people.

2019: The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was already 

permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario. 

January 2022: Conversion therapy was banned at the federal level. Bill C-6 (An Act to amend the 
Criminal Code [conversion therapy]) had been introduced in the previous Parliament, but largely 

focused on conversion therapy involving children; the amendment called for the inclusion of 

conversion therapy involving adults, as well.
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Historical and Contemporary Policing 
of Queerness and Transness

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. 

A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group 

member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  Look at the list of important dates in the envelope. When was homosexuality partially

decriminalized? Why do you think people continued to be arrested after partial

decriminalization?

•  In 2016, Black Lives Matter protested police involvement in Toronto Pride. How does

policing disproportionately affect (queer and trans) Black and Indigenous people and other

people of colour?

•  How have queer and trans communities attempted to hold police accountable for these acts

of violence?
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Article from TWO: The Homosexual Viewpoint in Canada (no. 3, 1964), an early gay magazine. 

This article indicates the prevalence of police harrassment of the gay community.

What to do when arrested or, What now, my love?. (1964).  
TWO: The Homosexual Viewpoint in Canada. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue16054.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/what-to-do-when-arrested.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue16054
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Family photo of Everett George Klippert after being released from prison after serving a four-year sentence  

for being gay. He would later be arrested again in 1965 and only released in 1971, charged with “gross indecency” 

and labeled a “dangerous sexual offender” for having consensual sex with other men.

[Photo of Klippert]. (1964). Klippert, Everett George, 1926- Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3098.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3098


2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    101

Official 1960 arrest report issued against Klippert in Calgary.

[Arrest report]. (1960). Klippert, Everett George, 1926- Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3098.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/klippert-court-records.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3098
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The Brunswick Four (from left: Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers).  

In 1974, all four women were arrested and charged after singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke” at the 

Brunswick House, a Toronto bar; only Potts was convicted.

Devor, A. (1974). The Brunswick Four [Photograph]. 1986-032/61P(01)-(02).  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6387.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6387
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Still from Nancy Nicol’s 2002 documentary, Stand Together. The photograph was taken 

following the police raids of four Toronto gay bathhouses on February 5, 1981.

Nicol, N. (2002). Stand Together [Moving image]. Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-560.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions41970. 

https://vimeo.com/378378372
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions41970
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Listen to Duchan McLarren speak about the 1981 bathhouse raids.

Original footage for documentary series, From Criminality to Equality, including 

Stand Together (2002), The Queer Nineties (2009), Politics of the Heart (2005),  

and The End of Second Class (2006), produced and directed by Nancy Nicol. 

Nicol, N. (2000). McLaren, Duncan_Bath raids.mov [Moving image].  
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42219.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42219
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Chart created by Tom Hooper tracking bathhouse raids in Canada between 1968 and 2004. 

Hooper, T. (2018). Bathhouse raids in Canada 1968-2004 [Chart].  
Hooper, Tom. Jelena Vermillion fonds. F0199-02-200. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions44920.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/bathhouse-raids.jpeg
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions44920
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Excerpt from an article published in Xtra! on the police response following a raid at Pussy Palace,  

a lesbian bathhouse event, in 2000. Police refused to make public the findings of their internal investigation 

and denied targeting queer communities.

Gallant, P. (2001, April 19). Oops, we’re sorry. Xtra!. Pussy Palace (2nd : 2000 : Toronto)  
Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile10121.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/oops-we_re-sorry.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile10121
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Key Events

1842: A soldier of the 89th Regiment of Foot in Sandwich Town (Windsor, Ontario) testified 

against two of his comrades, Samuel Moore and Patrick Kelley, providing a detailed account of their 

sexual relations. Moore and Kelley were two of the first Canadian men to be convicted for engaging 

in sodomy in a consensual encounter. Their sentence, death by hanging, was commuted to a life 

sentence by the Governor General. They were both transferred to Kingston Penitentiary; Moore 

served seven years and Kelley served eleven. 

April 1964: Police raided Etna’s Steam Bath in Windsor, Ontario. The owner was charged with 

permitting a bawdy house, and nine patrons were charged as found-ins.

August 1964: Everett George Klippert was charged with four counts of gross indecency. Klippert 

was working as a mechanic in the Northwest Territories when he admitted during a police 

questioning that he was gay and had engaged in sex with men. He was imprisoned for six years and 

was designated a “dangerous sexual offender” for the rest of his life.

May 1969: Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of 

consent was older for gay people (at age 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual 

acts also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present. 

Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses, 

continuing into the 2000s. 

January 1974:Four lesbians—Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers—refused 

to leave.the Brunswick Tavern in Toronto after their mic was cut on stage when three of them, 

Adrienne, Pat, and Lamar were singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke” despite the crowd loving their 

performance. Three of the four were arrested because of their refusal to leave. The arresting officers 

verbally, physically, and sexually assaulted the women; one officer said that they were “the scum 

of the earth” and “should be shot.” Former MP and lawyer Judy LaMarsh took the case. An internal 

investigation was conducted into the police response, but none of the officers involved were 

disciplined. Rosen was convicted for starting a disturbance and given three months probation.  

The other two women had their charges dropped.

Spring 1976: Around this time, the police raided many gay and lesbian bars in Montréal’s gay 

village. This was perceived by many as an attempt by mayor Jean Drapeau to “clean up” the city 

before the Summer Olympics that were to be held that year.

October 1977: Police officers wearing bulletproof vests and armed with machine guns raided two 

bars, Truxx and Le Mystique, in Montréal’s gay village. 146 men were arrested and held in police 

custody for over eight hours. They were not permitted to call their lawyers, and were forcibly tested 

for sexually transmitted infections. The next day, two thousand protesters blocked the corner of rue 

Ste. Catherine O. and rue Stanley. In response, police drove their motorcycles into the crowd.
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February 1978: Eight men were charged with committing gross indecency in the washroom of a 

Woolco department store in Halifax; all of the men had been entrapped by police. Following their 

court appearance, the men’s names and addresses were published in local newspapers and televised 

on CTV and CBC-TV national news programmes. 

February 1981: During Operation Soap, Toronto police raided four gay bathhouses and arrested 

286 men. This was the largest mass arrest in Canada since 1970, when Prime Minister Pierre 

Trudeau invoked the War Measures Act during the October Crisis. Following the raids, over four 

thousand protestors marched from the Ontario Legislative Building at Queen’s Park to the Toronto 

Police Service 52 Division.

May 1981: Edmonton police, RCMP officers, and two crown attorneys raided the Pisces Health Spa, 

a bathhouse frequented by gay men, and arrested about 56 patrons. Edmonton police had consulted 

with the Toronto police on how to execute the raid. Over one hundred people attended a protest at 

city hall, condemning the raid as a violation of civil rights. 

July 1990: Montréal police raided a party at the Sex Garage, a gay bar. 

September 2000: Toronto police raided Pussy Palace, a queer women and trans bathhouse event. 

The Ontario Court Justice ruled that the police were to pay a settlement of $350,000, issue an 

apology, and train officers in LGBTQ+ “cultural competency.”

November 2002: Calgary police raided Goliath’s Sauna & Texas Lounge, a combined gay bar and 

bathhouse.

June 2016: Black Lives Matter protested the involvement of police officers in Toronto Pride. They 

also called for increased funding for Black Queer Youth, Blockorama, and other community stages, 

and for the hiring of more (trans) Black and Indigenous people. Following their protest, members of 

BLM–TO were subject to racist harassment and abuse by some white queer people. 

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-police-raids
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The (De)pathologization of  
Queerness and Transness in Canada

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. 

A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group 

member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  Look at the list of important dates in the envelope. When was same-sex attraction considered

a mental illness? When was being gender-nonconforming considered a mental illness? What

does the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual currently say about trans and non-binary people?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents?

•  Had you heard of the “Fruit Machine” before? Are you surprised that the government caused

people to be outed and fired or forced to quit their jobs?
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Excerpts from an article in Newsweek from 1960 that 

discusses how gay people were considered “emotionally 

unstable” and “sick” and had no place in the military.

Egan, J. (1961). [Newsweek clippings and correspondence].  
James Egan fonds. F0110-02-014.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22810. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/homosexuals_one-solider-in-25_.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22810
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Letter to Newsweek from James Egan, 1961. Egan wrote to the magazine in response to 

an article on homosexuality in the military published the previous year (see above).

Egan, J. (1961). [Newsweek clippings and correspondence]. James Egan fonds. F0110-02-014.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22810.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-newsweek.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22810
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Short clip from an interview with Barbara Thornborrow, the first person to go public 

with case of anti-gay discrimination in the Canadian military.

Nicol, N. (2000). Thornborrow, Barbara_excerpt.mov [Moving image].  
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42050. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42050
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Clip of Gary Kinsman being interviewed by Nancy Nicol in 2000, discussing the slow  

depathologization of homosexuality in response to the work of queer activist communities. 

Nicol, N. (2000). Kinsman, Gary.mov [Moving image].  
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42205. 

https://vimeo.com/792274921/3e0d499676
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42205
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Clip of interview with BH for the Foolscap Oral History Project, with interviewee 

discussing psychiatry and gay patients (recorded in 1985).

Collier, L. (1985). Foolscap Gay Oral History with BH (tape 2 of 2).  
Foolscap Gay Oral History Project fonds. F0083-02-016.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions30858. 

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/mapping-foolscap
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions30858
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Excerpt from a brochure explaining services offered at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry  

in Toronto. The Clarke Institute opened its Gender Identity Clinic in 1969 and was one of the 

only places in Canada where trans people could access gender-confirming surgeries,  

called “surgical sex re-assignment” surgery at the time (page 1 of 2).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/clarke-gic.pdf
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Excerpt from a brochure explaining services offered at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry  

in Toronto. The Clarke Institute opened its Gender Identity Clinic in 1969 and was one of the 

only places in Canada where trans people could access gender-confirming surgeries,  

called “surgical sex re-assignment” surgery at the time (page 2 of 2).

Clarke Institute of Psychiatry. [ca. 1980]. Clarke Institute of Psychiatry brochure.  
Rupert Raj fonds. F0021-02-039.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17568.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/clarke-gic.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17568
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Letter to Psychology Today regarding an article in which three psychiatrists 

claimed to have “cured” trans people.

Green, R. (1972). [Letter to Psychology Today shared with Rupert Raj].  
Rupert Raj fonds. F0021-01-160.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17028. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/green-letter-to-psychology-today.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17028
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Key Events

1952-1974: ‘Homosexuality’ was listed as mental disorder in the Diagnostic Statistical Manual for 
Mental Disorders (DSM), a diagnostic tool developed by the American Psychiatric Association. Its 

removal was largely the result of the work of activists in the civil rights, women’s rights, and gay 

liberation movments.

1959-1968: Approximately nine thousand individuals who were gay or suspected of being gay 

were purged from the police, military, and other federal departments. This was part of a national 

security campaign that sought to remove people who had perceived character weaknesses, including 

queer people, people of colour, and socialists. Commissioned by the RCMP and the Canadian 

Armed Forces, Dr. Robert Wake created a device called the ‘Fruit Machine’ to identify homosexuals. 

Suspected homosexuals were forced to look at sexually suggestive photos, after which their pupils 

were measured; pupil dilation supposedly indicated that they had become aroused. These tests were 

not scientifically accurate.

1969: The Gender Identity Clinic was established at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now the 

Centre for Addictions and Mental Health [CAMH]) in Toronto. In the first six months of its pilot 

study, 88 patients were referred and assessed.

1980-2013: ‘Transsexualism’ (updated in 1994 to ‘gender identity disorder’) was also listed as a 

mental disorder in the DSM. As of 2022, ‘gender dysphoria’ is still listed in the DSM; some trans 

activists are working to have that term removed, as well.

May 1990: The World Health Organization (WHO) removed ‘homosexuality’ from the tenth 

revision of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems 
(ICD-10).

2015: CAMH closed the Child, Youth, and Family Gender Identity Clinic after the publication of an 

external review of lead researcher and clinician Dr. Kenneth Zucker, in which other psychiatrists and 

psychologists noted that his practices were harmful to trans people. Although he denied practicing 

conversion therapy, Zucker tried to force young trans people to “accept” their gender assigned at 

birth instead of transitioning. 

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-the-fruit-machine-documentary
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The Gay Liberation Movement
Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You do not need to answer all questions. Be 

prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. Feel free to jot 

down your thoughts on a piece of paper. A few minutes before we come back as a group, you’ll be 

given some time to decide who wants to share from your group and what you will say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  What do you notice about the We Demand letter?

•  Look at the list of important dates in the envelope. When did Canada have its first gay protest?

Its first lesbian protest? Its first trans protest? Why do you think there are gaps between the

dates of these events?

•  Do you know when your town/city had its first gay or LGBTQ+ protest? If not, try researching it

online. How do you think that protest would compare to Pride today?
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We Demand demonstration at Parliament Hill, August 28, 1971, with Charlie Hill speaking. 

Photo by Jearld Moldenhauer.

Moldenhauer, J. (1971). Demonstration in Ottawa - Aug. 28, 1971 [Photograph]. 1986-032/19P (09).  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6714.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6714
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Clip of Gary Kinsman discussing the 1971 We Demand protest with Nancy Nicol. 

We Demand is considered to be the first queer demonstration in Canada.

Nicol, N. (2000). Kinsman, Gary.mov [Moving image].  
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42205. 

https://vimeo.com/796653878/b3f0ed6b2b
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42205
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),  

November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates  

them with additional social and legal context (page 1 of 4).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand-tbp-article.pdf
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),  

November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates  

them with additional social and legal context (page 2 of 4).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand-tbp-article.pdf
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),  

November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates  

them with additional social and legal context (page 3 of 4).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand-tbp-article.pdf
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),  

November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates  

them with additional social and legal context (page 4 of 4).

We demand. (1971, Nov./Dec.). The Body Politic.  
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/we-demand-tbp-article.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430
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Letter to then-Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau requesting a meeting 

in advance of the We Demand protest (page 1 of 2).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/hill-letter-to-trudeau.pdf
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Letter to then-Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau requesting a meeting 

in advance of the We Demand protest (page 2 of 2).

Hill, C. (1971). [Letter to Pierre Trudeau announcing plans for rally].  
Toronto Gay Action fonds. File number F0173-01-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions34294.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/hill-letter-to-trudeau.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions34294
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Cover letter for a draft of the We Demand brief.

Toronto Gay Action Coordinating Committee. (1971). [Original draft of We Demand with handwritten edits  
found in final version]. Toronto Gay Action fonds. F0173-01-005. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42625. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/cover-letter-to-we-demand-draft.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42625
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Notes from “Gay Organizing Outside the Big Cities,” presented by the Gay Alliance for Equality (GAE) 

at the 4th National Gay Conference in Toronto, 1976.

Gay Alliance for Equality. (1976). Gay organizing outside the big cities. Fourth Annual National Gay Conference.  
Gay Alliance for Equality Halifax fonds. F0155-02-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions47614.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/gay-organizing-outside-the-big-cities.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions47614
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Key Events

April 1964: The first gay activist group in Canada, the Association for Social Knowledge (ASK), 

was formed in Vancouver. ASK sponsored lectures, organized social events, and operated a  

drop-in/community centre and lending library; it also published the ASK Newsletter.

October 1969: The University of Toronto Homophile Association was founded. This was the 

first gay liberation organization in Toronto and the first student-run gay liberation organization in 

Canada. Other university-based groups (including at York, McMaster, and the University of Guelph) 

would be founded in the years that followed.

August 1971: The first gay rights demonstration, We Demand, took place in Ottawa. Charlie C. Hill 

read out a speech and a list of demands that had been composed by Herb Spiers and David Newcome 

of Toronto Gay Action (TGA). A simultaneous demonstration took place in front of the Vancouver 

Courthouse in solidarity.

November/December 1971: The first issue of The Body Politic (TBP), a gay liberation 

newsmagazine, was published. TBP is often considered one of the most significant LGBTQ+ 

publications in Canadian history. It was published bimonthly (and later, monthly) until 1987.

1973: Pride celebrations were held in several Canadian cities, including Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, 

Montréal, Saskatoon, Windsor, and Winnipeg. 

1973: The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives was formed in Toronto. It was renamed 

the Canadian Gay Archives in 1975 and then renamed again as the Canadian Lesbian and Gay 

Archives in 1993. Since 2018, it has been called The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.

February 1974: ANIK held its first meeting in Toronto. ANIK (which can be translated as 

‘brotherhood’) was the first group for gay Inuit. ANIK was registered as a charity, however the 

group withheld the fact that they were serving the gay community because they knew they would 

not have been granted charitable status if this was disclosed. ANIK worked to provide counselling, 

referral services, and a drop-in centre.

February 1977: About twenty people protested in front of CBC’s Nova Scotia office over its refusal 

to run a public service announcement for the Gay Alliance for Equality’s (GAE) Gayline. Activists in 

Montréal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver also held solidarity protests. The CBC’s head office in 

Toronto would later put into national policy that radio and television stations could not play PSAs 

from gay and lesbian organizations. 

July 1977: Three activists, Raymond Barton, Bonnie Perry, and Randy Vivian, began the York 

Rainbow Society of the Deaf, the first known group for queer Deaf people in Canada. Another 

group, l’Association des bonnes gens sourds, was started in Montréal a few years later.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/1971-we-demand-march/introduction
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-body-politic
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April 1978: 350 people protested outside the Winnipeg Convention Centre during a visit by 

American pop singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant. Bryant had become infamous for her “Save 

Our Children” campaign, which she began the previous year. This was, at the time, the largest 

protest that had been held in Winnipeg and also included a concert to raise money for the Lesbian 

Mothers’ Defence Fund (LMDF).

November 1978: The Native Gay Group was formed in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, although they 

didn’t hold their first official meeting for another year. The group, comprised of First Nations 

and Métis people, worked with the Saskatchewan Gay Coalition (SGC) through its rural outreach 

programme and organized with other gay groups in the province.

February 1980: Gay Asians Toronto (GAT) was started after Gerald Chan and Richard Fung placed 

an ad in The Body Politic for a gay and lesbian Asian discussion group. 

January 1981: The Atlantic Gay Association/l’Association des gai(e)s de l’Atlantique (AGA) was 

formed at a conference hosted by Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG). Gay Alliance for Equality 

(GAE), based in Nova Scotia, and Northern Lamba Nord, based in New Brunswick and Maine, also 

participated.

May 1981: Vancouver hosted Canada’s first lesbian Pride march.

October 1981: Dykes in the Streets march for lesbian power, pride, and visibility was held in 

Toronto. Approximately three hundred women attended the march, which was organized by 

Lesbians Against the Right (LAR).

March 1983: The first issue of Perceptions was published. Based in Saskatoon, Perceptions billed 

itself as “the gay and lesbian newsmagazine of the prairies.” Publication continued until the death of 

its editor, Gens Hellquist, in 2013.

Summer 1983: The AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) was formed. 

1984: Zami was founded by Debbie Douglas, Sylmadel Coke, Douglas Stewart, and Deryck Glodon. 

As the first group for Black and Caribbean gays and lesbians in Canada, Zami provided support for 

those who had been alienated by white queer people.

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/home-gay-asians-toronto
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Trans Experiences
Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. 

A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group 

member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

•  What are the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,

objects, etc.)?

•  What is your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

•  Compare the ways in which trans people have written about themselves (e.g., the excerpts

from Metamorphosis and Gendertrash from Hell) and how they have been written about by cis

people (e.g. the Chatelaine article). Also compare how ‘trans’ has been used in the past versus

today. How has our language around gender changed? Where do genderqueer and gender

nonbinary fit within our conceptions of gender?

•  What barriers have affected trans peoples’ ability to access care in the past? What barriers

continue to affect access?

•  Why do you think it is important to have trans-only spaces and trans-led movements?
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Excerpt from an article in Chatelaine magazine, ca. 1971. Dianna Doe was a pseudonym for  

Dianna Boileau, the first person documented to have had gender-confirming surgery in Canada. In 1972, Boileau 

published her memoir, Behold! I Am a Woman. In it, she writes about her experiences growing up in Fort 

Frances, Ontario and later living in various cities in western Canada before moving to Toronto around 1962.

Cochrane, F. and Boileau, D. (1971). The Canadian man who became a woman. Chatelaine.  
Dianna Boileau Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28294.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/the-canadian-man-who-became-a-woman.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28294


2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    137

Photograph of Dianna Boileau, 1970.

Barkley, H. (1970). [Photograph of Dianna Boileau]. Boileau, Dianna, 1930-2014 Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28294. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28294
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Poster for the 1972 Semi-Annual Transsexual Seminar,  

organized by the Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT).

Association for Canadian Transsexuals. (1972).  
The Association for Canadian Transsexuals invites you to attend the semi-annual transsexual seminar.  

Association for Canadian Transsexuals Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile275. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile275
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Excerpt from an article by Rupert Raj republished in the  

December 1982 issue of the trans men’s newsletter Metamorphosis.

Raj, R. (1982, Dec.). Passing in public. Metamorphosis 1(6).  
The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions.  

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/608.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/metamorphosis.pdf
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/608
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Selections from two poems by Xanthra Phillippa, published in  

Gendertrash from Hell Volume 1, Issue 1 (April/May 1993) (page 1 of 3). 

Xanthra Phillippa and Mirha-Soleil Ross published a total of four issues  

of Gendertrash between 1993 and 1995.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/gt-1.pdf
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Selections from two poems by Xanthra Phillippa, published in  

Gendertrash from Hell Volume 1, Issue 1 (April/May 1993) (page 2 of 3). 

Xanthra Phillippa and Mirha-Soleil Ross published a total of four issues  

of Gendertrash between 1993 and 1995.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/gt-1.pdf
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Selections from two poems by Xanthra Phillippa, published in  

Gendertrash from Hell Volume 1, Issue 1 (April/May 1993) (page 3 of 3). 

Xanthra Phillippa and Mirha-Soleil Ross published a total of four issues  

of Gendertrash between 1993 and 1995.

Phillippa, X. (1993, April/May). [Poems]. Mirha-Soleil Ross fonds. F0033-04-20.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions18404. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/gt-1.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions18404
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Pamphlet for the Transexual/Transgender Action Committee (TTAC), formed following 

Mirha-Soleil Ross’ course at the 1996 Queer Exchange.

TTAC. (n.d.). TS/TG Action Committee = Transsexual/Transgender Action Committee Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 

 https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6989.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/ttac.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6989
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Petition started by trans activist Rupert Raj of the Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) 

requesting that trans healthcare (including hormone therapy and gender-confirming surgery)  

be classified as ‘medically necessary’ and be covered by provincial health insurance plans.

Raj, R. (1976). Petition regarding insurance coverage sex reassignment surgery (A.C.T).  
Rupert Raj fonds. File number F0021-2-031. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17441. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/petition.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17441
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Key Events

May 1972: The Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) co-organized a forum on transsexuality 

with the Community Homophile Association of Toronto (CHAT). Between 100 and 150 people 

attended.

January 1978: The Foundation for the Advancement of Canadian Transsexuals (FACT) was formed 

by Rupert Raj in Calgary; it later relocated to Toronto. FACT provided trans people with free 

educational materials, counselling, referrals, and conducted academic research on gender dysphoria.

1997: Counting Past 2, a trans arts festival organized by Mirha-Soleil Ross, was held for the first 

time. The event was meant to create spaces for trans people who were often excluded from lesbian 

and gay spaces. 

1998: Coverage for gender-confirming surgery was delisted under Ontario’s healthcare plan. Its re-

listing ten years later was largely the result of the work of trans activists.

June 2007: The first Trans March, organized by Karah Mathiason, occurred in Toronto. Pride 

Toronto put up barricades to try to stop the march. Although trans people have often been leaders in 

queer activism, transphobia was (and is) prevalent within some gay and lesbian spaces.

June 2010: Members of an organization called PolitiQ: Queers solidaires marched to protest the 

exclusion of trans people in Québec. The protestors demanded that Québec allow trans people to 

change their gender markers on official documents.

May 2015: Estefan Cortes-Vargas was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta. When they 

came out in December of that year, they became the first openly nonbinary member of a Canadian 

legislature.

July 2015: Over 70 people marched in downtown St. John’s to bring attention to the issues  

that face trans people living in Newfoundland & Labrador. Community activists voted to hold the 

Trans March separately from the Pride Parade.

2019: The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was already 

permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario. 

2019: Clinic 554, a reproductive health and family practice clinic in Fredericton, was forced to close 

because the provincial government would not fund a clinic that provided abortion care. It has since 

reopened its reproductive health practice, but its family practice (which was one of the only places in 

the area to provide trans healthcare) has remained closed.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/trans-surgery-activism-ontario/transhealthactivismproject
https://vimeo.com/301049973
https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-june-18
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Activity 3: Class Discussion 

20 minutes

1.  Come back together as a class and ask students to share what they have talked about with their

groups (give each of the four groups a few minutes to share their thoughts).

Activity 4: Take-Aways 

10 minutes

1. Ask each student to briefly say one thing they are taking away from today’s lesson.
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Optional Expansion Activity 1

Research Local 2SLGBTQIA+ Events, Groups, or People
The previous activity included significant national events. To personalize learning as much  

as possible, get your students to research local 2SLGBTQIA+ events. You can do this in a variety 

of ways. 

Option 1: Invite a Guest Speaker into Your Classroom

You can connect with a local librarian, historian, activist group, or Two-Spirit Elder or  

Knowledge Keeper in your community and invite them to come into your class. Ask your  

principal for an appropriate honorarium to compensate them for their time. You can also reach 

out to The ArQuives to see if we have historical documents related to your city/town. Ask the  

guest speaker to explain a bit about local 2SLGBTQIA+ stories and activists.

Option 2: Interview People in Your Community

If your school has a Gender-Sexuality Alliance or other 2SLGBTQIA+ support group, ask your 

students to interview its members (or to be interviewed by them) for a class oral history project.

Note: This option is probably best if you are in a school environment that already has a clear 

commitment to 2SLGBTQIA+ communities and you trust your class to be respectful towards 

members of your school’s GSA.

Option 3: Create a Local Timeline

Take your class to your school library to research 2SLGBTQIA+ history in your city/town and 

make their own timelines based on the information they find. Some cities/towns might also have 

information on their queer and trans local histories online (see, for example, this timeline for 

Windsor/Essex County). 

https://www.wepridefest.com/wehistorytimeline/
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Optional Expansion Activity 2

Compare the AIDS crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic
We have all been living through a pandemic for the past few years. Your students might not know 

that there is another pandemic that we are continuing to live through: the AIDS crisis. Since at least1 

the late 1970s and early 1980s, HIV/AIDS has affected millions of people (with queer and trans 

communities being disproportionately affected). Although government support for those living 

with HIV/AIDS in Canada has improved over the past several decades, it has taken many years of 

work by AIDS activist groups to secure adequate healthcare and social services for those affected.

This activity invites you to go deeper into a discussion around the AIDS crisis in Canada, making 

connections to the (other) pandemic we are living through.

Task

Scan the QR code and read the article “ The AIDS Walk Toronto Virtual Museum.”

The AIDS Walk Toronto Virtual Museum. The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions. 
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/aids-walk-toronto.

1  HIV-1, the virus that causes AIDS, is estimated to have emerged in the 1920s; some of the first cases of (possible) HIV/AIDS were 
recorded in the 1950s and 1960s.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/aids-walk-toronto
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Discussion questions:

1.  What do you already know about HIV/AIDS? Have you learned about it before?

In what context?

2.  Did you know about any of these organizations? Do you know about any HIV/AIDS

organizations in your city/town?

3.  What misinformation has come up around COVID-19? How do you think this pandemic

compares to the HIV/AIDS pandemic?

Provide some context to your students about AIDS through this Google Slides 

presentation.

Get your students to examine some excerpts from primary sources related to AIDS 

activist groups.

* Print the following pages and divide your class into five groups. Ask each group to examine their

primary source documents and be prepared to share what they observe.

Some prompt questions:

1. What is the document you are examining?

2. How do you feel when you interact with it?

3. Who do you think the intended audience is?

4. What does it tell you about how AIDS was understood at the time?

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDS-crisis-in-canada.pptx
https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDS-crisis-in-canada.pptx
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Group 1

Outreach by Theresa Dobko and Yvette Perreault of AIDSupport, one of five working groups of the AIDS 

Committee of Toronto (ACT), which provided counselling and support for people affected by HIV/AIDS.

AIDS Committee of Toronto. (1983). AIDSupport.  
AIDS Committee of Toronto (1983) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile81.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDSupport.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile81
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Pamphlet by the AIDS & Disability Action Program Resource Centre for its 1991 conference,  

AIDS as a Disability. The AIDS & Disability Action Program was run through the British Columbia Coalition 

of the Disabled, which is now called the Disability Alliance BC (page 1 of 2). 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDS-as-a-disability.pdf
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Pamphlet by the AIDS & Disability Action Program Resource Centre for its 1991 conference,  

AIDS as a Disability. The AIDS & Disability Action Program was run through the British Columbia Coalition 

of the Disabled, which is now called the Disability Alliance BC (page 2 of 2).

AIDS & Disability Action Program Resource Centre. (1991).  
AIDS as a disability conference information & registration form. British Columbia Coalition of the Disabled.  
AIDS and Disability Action Project Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile62.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDS-as-a-disability.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile62
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James Thatcher, AIDS activist and co-chair of the group AIDS Action Now!,  

had his friends record his final statement in 1992. In it, he also advocates for better support for those 

living with HIV/AIDS. 

Thatcher, J. (1992). James Thatcher Statement Dec. 30/92;  
AIDS Action Now! [Moving image]. 2003-135/001. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions2057.

https://vimeo.com/792376495/01de7e0958
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions2057
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Group 2

Short video from June 26, 1992, when AIDS Action Now! organized their first die-in 

at Lesbian and Gay Pride Day to demand increased AIDS funding.

Olds, G. (1992). Pride Day 92. [Moving image].  
Item number 2010-103/04F. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions3371.

https://vimeo.com/792376728/233c990a6e
https://collections.arquives.ca/en/permalink/descriptions3371
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Flyer for a phone-in organized by AIDS Action Now! in advance of the 1988 Canadian federal election.

AIDS Action Now!. (1988). National AIDS phone-in.  
AIDS ACTION NOW! = Groupe D’Action SIDA (1988) Vertical file.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/national-AIDS-phone-in.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16
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Flyer for a protest sponsored by AIDS Action Now! and the  

AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) the month before the election.

AIDS Action Now! & AIDS Committee of Toronto. (1988). AIDS treatments must be an election issue.  
AIDS ACTION NOW! = Groupe D’Action SIDA (1988) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDS-treatments-must-be-an-election-issue.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16
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Group 3

Excerpt from a pamphlet co-produced by the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network  

and Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS outlining the possible implications of Canada’s new Immigration 

and Refugee Protection Act for HIV-positive people (page 1 of 2).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/canada_s-immigration-policies-as-they-affect-people-living-with-HIV_AIDS.pdf
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Excerpt from a pamphlet co-produced by the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network  

and Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS outlining the possible implications of Canada’s new Immigration 

and Refugee Protection Act for HIV-positive people (page 2 of 2).

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network & Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS. (2003).  
Questions and answers: Canada’s immigration policies as they affect people living with HIV/AIDS. Canada.  

Immigration and Refugee Board Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6196.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/canada_s-immigration-policies-as-they-affect-people-living-with-HIV_AIDS.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6196
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Postcard by the CAAN Communities, Alliances & Networks,  

formally Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN), date unknown (ca. 1990-2000).

Communities, Alliances & Networks. (n.d.). Life isn’t always a box of chocolates.  
Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/caan-1.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839
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Booklet published by the African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario (ACCHO), 2005.

African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario. (2005).  
Who we are. African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario Vertical file.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile18620.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/accho.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile18620
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Paper fortune teller (unfolded) featuring facts about HIV/AIDS. Produced by the  

CAAN Communities, Alliances & Networks, formally Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN), 

date unknown (between 1997-2018).

Communities, Alliances & Networks. [Paper fortune teller].  
Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839
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Vietmanese-language pamphlet published by the  

Gay Asian AIDS Project (GAAP), date unknown (after 1994).

Gay Asian AIDS Project. (n.d.). Thứ máu vế siêu vi trùng HIV. Gay Asian AIDS project Vertical file. 
The rQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1839. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1839
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Group 4

Queer Nation Toronto poster, ca. 1992-1994.

Queer Nation Toronto. (1992-1994). Enough is enough ... fight back. Queer Nation (Toronto) Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586.

Queer Nation button, 1990s.

Queer Nation Toronto. (199-). Queer Nation. Button. Catalogue number CB994.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6136.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6136
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Every day one of us is taken by the enemy. Whether it is an AIDS death due to homophobic 

government inaction or a lesbian bashing in an all-night diner (in a supposedly lesbian 

neighborhood), we are being systematically picked off and we will continue to be wiped  

out unless we realize that if they take one of us they must take all of us. 

Excerpt from the Queer Nation Manifesto

Being queer is not about a right to privacy; it is about the freedom to be public, to just be who 

we are. It means everyday fighting oppression; homophobia, racism, misogyny, the bigotry 

of religious hypocrites and our own self-hatred. (We have been carefully taught to hate 

ourselves.) And now of course it means fighting a virus as well, and all those homo-haters 

who are using AIDS to wipe us off the face of the earth. 

Excerpt from the Queer Nation Manifesto
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I’m angry. I’m angry for being condemned to death by strangers saying, ‘You deserve to die’ 

and ‘AIDS is the cure.’ Fury erupts when a Republican woman wearing thousands of dollars of 

garments and jewelry minces by the police lines shaking her head, chuckling and wagging her 

finger at us like we are recalcitrant children making absurd demands and throwing a temper 

tantrum when they aren’t met. Angry while Joseph agonizes over $8000 a year for AZT which 

might keep him alive a little longer and which does make him sicker than the disease he is 

diagnosed with. Angry as I listen to a man tell me that after changing his will five times he’s 

running out of people to leave things to. All of his best friends are dead. Angry when I stand 

in a sea of quilt panels, or go to a candlelight march or attend yet another memorial service. I 

will not march silently with a f---ing candle and I want to take that goddamned quilt and wrap 

myself in it and furiously rent it and my hair and curse every god religion ever created. I refuse 

to accept a creation that cuts people down in the third decade of their life. It is cruel and vile 

and meaningless and everything I have in me rails against the absurdity and I raise my face to 

the clouds and a ragged laugh that sounds more demonic than joyous erupts from my throat 

and tears stream down my face and if this disease doesn’t kill me, I may just die of frustration. 

Excerpt from the Queer Nation Manifesto
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Lesson 2: 
Learn About Intersectional 
2SLGBTQIA+ Experiences
In this lesson, students will …

•  Learn about the impact of colonization on gender and sexuality

•  Learn about BIPOC and disabled queer and trans histories

Time Activity Materials Needed

15 minutes Learn about the impact of colonization on 

gender and sexuality (Google Slides)

• Google Slides

40 minutes Learn about BIPOC and disabled queer and 

trans histories (Jigsaw activity)

•  Print-outs

•  Optional: chart paper and markers

10 minutes Take-aways N/A

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Colonization_Whiteness-_-Queerness.pptx
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Activity 1: Learn about the Impact of Colonization on Gender 

and Sexuality

15 minutes

1. Remind students about what they learned about in the previous lesson.

 Last class, we learned about some significant events for 2SLGBTQIA+ communities. Today, we
are going to talk about how colonization and white supremacy have contributed to queerphobic
and transphobic cultures in Canada. These structures have had a lasting impact on who is most
visible in queer and trans movements and have meant that Black, Indigenous, people of colour,
and disabled queer and trans activists have had to form their own community spaces to address
their needs.

2.  Present the Google Slides to your class. Note: The slideshow also includes a think-pair-share

activity and a personal reflection.

Preparation

• Read over the lesson overviews and Google Slides

• Set up your projector

Materials

•  Google Slides

•  Computer and projector

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Colonization_Whiteness-_-Queerness.pptx
https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Colonization_Whiteness-_-Queerness.pptx
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Activity 2: Learn about BIPOC and Disabled Queer Histories 

(Jigsaw activity)

40 minutes

1. Explain activity to your class:

 We are now going to learn about some of the ways in which Black, Indigenous, people of colour,
and disabled queer and trans communities have resisted oppression. You will first be put into
a main group and given a number from 1 to 5. Once you have a number, you’ll form another
group with others who were given the same number. You’ll analyze texts together before going
back to your main group to share what you’ve learned. We’ll then come back together as a class
to talk.

2. Start by creating five main groups.

3. Then, number each person in the group a 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5.

4.  Then tell each number group to gather. Once the groups have gathered, give them their

materials and discussion questions. Remind them they have 15-20 minutes to discuss in their

number groups.

5.  After 15-20 minutes, call them back to their main groups to discuss for another 15-20 minutes

or so. You might want to suggest that each person only shares for about 2-4 minutes.

6. Come back as a class and ask each main group to share the ideas they found the most interesting.

Preparation

• Print the discussion questions and primary source documents

Materials

•  Print-outs

•  Optional: Chart paper and markers for groups to write down their ideas
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Print and Cut Out The Following …

Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the 

questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with your main group in 15-20 minutes.

1. What stood out to you about the text(s) you interacted with?

2. How did you feel while interacting with these texts?

3.  A lot of these texts speak to city life. Why do you think that is? How do you think queer and

trans experiences might differ in smaller towns or rural areas?

4.  How do you think activism in BIPOC 2SLGBTQIA+ communities is different than in white

queer and trans communities?

5.  How do you think activism in disabled 2SLGBTQIA+ communities is different than in non-

disabled queer and trans communities?
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Task

Now that you are back in your main group, you’ll have 15-20 minutes to discuss what you talked 

about in your individual number groups. Each person might want to spend a few minutes talking 

about what you discussed. Here are some things you can focus on sharing …

•  What texts you interacted with

•  What you learned about the communities you focused on

•  What you learned about the activist efforts of those communities

• Anything else you found interesting

Group 1: 

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’ 

interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and 

additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or 

without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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Flyer from an event put on by the group Asian Lesbians of Toronto, 1988. 

Asian Lesbians of Toronto (1988). Sepia Productions Presents Asian Lesbians Past and Present.  
Asian Lesbians of Toronto Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile241.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/alot.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile241
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Program outline for the first Desh:Pardesh (Desh Pardesh) festival and conference, Toronto, 1990. 

Organized by Khush: South Asian Gay Men of Toronto, Desh Pardesh featured work  

by queer South Asian people in the diaspora.

Khush: South Asian Gay Men of Toronto. (1990).  
Khush presents Desh:Pardesh. Desh Pardesh : Intra-National Conference and Festival Exploring the  

Politics of South Asian Cultures in the West (1st : 1990 : Toronto, ON) Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16628.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/desh_pardesh.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16628
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Excerpt from a 1999 article in Xtra! on the de-politicization and de-radicalization of Desh Pardesh over time. 

For more on this, read Leah Lakshmi-Piepzna Samarasinha’s piece, “Artists, Rebels, Warriors:  

Desh Pardesh’s Legacy and the Future of Radical South Asian Art.”

Dhanani, Z. (1999). Desh’s mid-life crisis. Xtra!.  
Desh Pardesh : Intra-National Conference and Festival Exploring the Politics of South Asian Cultures in the West  

(5th : 1995 : Toronto, ON) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1926.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/desh_s-mid-life-crisis.pdf
https://www.savac.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Artists-Rebels-Warriors.pdf
https://www.savac.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Artists-Rebels-Warriors.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1926
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Watch an excerpt from “Interview with Alan Li for the Queer Liberation Theory Project.”

The entire interview is over an hour long; watch until the eight minute mark and then discuss.

Alan Li is a physician, community organizer, activist, and artist, and became connected to the gay 

liberation movement through Gay Asians Toronto in 1981. Li was involved with the formation 

of the Coalition Against Homophobia, and in creating social spaces that allow non-activists to 

contribute politically. Li discusses the importance of intersectionalities within the LGBTQ+ 

movement and the need to create spaces for all voices. 

This interview was conducted on October 16, 2011 by Dr. Nick Mulé.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/1116.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/1116
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Flyer advertising Min-Alaq’s first meeting, 1992. Min-Alaq was one of the first organizations for 

queer Muslims anywhere, and likely the first in Canada.

Min-Alaq. (1992). Min-Alaq: A social support group for gay, lesbian, and bisexual Muslims. MIN-ALAQ Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6827.

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Li, A. (2018). Power in community: Queer Asian activism from the 1980s to 2000s.  
In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus Ware (Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour histories of Toronto. Between the Lines.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/min-alaq.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6827
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736
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Group 2: 

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’ 

interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and 

additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or 

without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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Cover of the December 1984 issue of Xtra! including an article 

on the newly-formed groups Zami and Lesbians of Colour.

McCaskell, T. (1984, Dec.). Finding a space of our own. Xtra!. Lesbians of Colour (Toronto) Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3322.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/xtra.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3322
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Information card for the Black Queer Youth (BQY) Initiative at Toronto’s Sherbourne Health Centre.  

The BQY Initiative is a drop-in program organized with Supporting Our Youth (SOY) and offers peer support 

and mentorship for Black, Caribbean, African, and Black-identified multiracial queer and trans youth.

Black Queer Youth Initiative. [ca. 2005]. BQY Initiative.  
Black Queer Youth Initiative Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile22483.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile22483
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Event schedule for the 2001 Blockorama stage at Toronto Pride.

Blackness Yes!. (2001). Blackness Yes! presents Blockorama 2001.  
Blackness Yes Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile9299.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/blockorama.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile9299
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Article on the 2005 Toronto Black Pride weekend,  

which included three parties, a film festival, and a cruise of the Toronto Harbour.

Black to the future. (2005, July 21). Xtra!.  
Black Pride (2005 : Toronto, ON) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile18345. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/black-to-the-future.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile18345
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Flyer for the Black Lesbian Herstory Night Celebration, co-organized by the Toronto chapter  

of the Congress of Black Women, the York University Wimmin’s Centre, Multicultural Wimmin 

in Concert, Camp SIS, WRPM, and Joint Effort.

Black Lesbian Herstory Night Celebration. (1998). Black Lesbian Herstory Night Celebration (1998: Toronto ON) Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6175. 

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Ramirez, M. (2018). Speaking our truths, building our futures: Arts-based organizing in 
2SQTBIPOC communities in Toronto. In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus Ware (Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour 

histories of Toronto. Between the Lines. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/black-lesbian-herstory-night-celebration.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6175
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736
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Group 3: 

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’ 

interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and 

additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or 

without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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Photo from a Coalition for Life Together demonstration in front of Queen’s Park, Toronto on April 10, 1979. 

The demonstration was in protest of delays in improving Ontario’s human rights legislation.

Anderson, J. (1979). Coalition for Life Together [Photograph]. 1982-038/09P (11).  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6272.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6272
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Selections from the proceedings of the Women, Sexuality, & Disability conference, 

organized by the DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) in 1992 (1 of 3).

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/lesbians-in-canada.pdf
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Selections from the proceedings of the Women, Sexuality, & Disability conference, 

organized by the DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) in 1992 (2 of 3).

Selections from the proceedings of the Women, Sexuality, & Disability conference, 

organized by the DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) in 1992 (3 of 3).

Tremaine, S. (ed.).  [ca. 1992]. Women, sexuality & disability : peeling off the labels :  
[Proceedings of a symposium]. DisAbled Women’s Network. M1993-005. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue5115.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/lesbians-in-canada.pdf
https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/lesbians-in-canada.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue5115
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Excerpt from a presentation given  

by Carl Parent of York Rainbow Society for the Deaf, 1981.

Parent, C. J. (1981). [Reading given at Heaven Disco].  
York Rainbow Society for the Deaf Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6103. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/york-rainbow-society-for-the-deaf.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6103
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Letter from Fo Niemi, published in the June 1981 issue of The Body Politic.

Niemi, F. (1981, June). [Letter to The Body Politic].  
The Body Politic. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/support-for-disabled.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430
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End page from a supplement inside the July 1990 issue of Voice of the Psychiatrized of Ontario 
focusing on queer people’s experiences in the mental health system.

Mad, gay, proud & angry! (1990, July). Voice of the psychiatrized of Ontario: Phoenix rising lesbian and gay supplement. LGBTQ Serials. 
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22319. 

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Piepnza-Samarasinha, L. L. (2018). Toronto crip city. In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus 
Ware (Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour histories of Toronto. Between the Lines. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. 

Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/pride-and-progress.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22319
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736
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Group 4: 

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’ 

interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and 

additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or 

without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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2016 article by Black Lives Matter – Toronto co-founder Janaya Khan. Khan discusses  

the racist harassment and abuse that they (and other members of BLM–TO) have been subjected to by white 

queer people. Although BLM–TO’s demand that police not be permitted to participate in Pride received the most 

media coverage, they also issued eight other demands, listed to the right of the article. For additional context, 

watch this video in which Pride Toronto addresses BLM–TO’s demands during a town hall.

Khan, J. (2016, July 7-13). Pride and Progress. NOW.  
Black Lives Matter – Toronto Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28529.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZAQnvtYYYU
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28529
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Content warning:  

anti-Black racism.

In the classified ad pages 

of its February 1985 issue, 

The Body Politic published 

a racist listing. Although 

a gay man of colour who 

worked in the classified ad 

department asked that it 

not be published, editors 

allowed it to be anyway. 

Memos and letters about 

the ad were printed in the 

April 1985 issue under the 

title “31 Words.” Even in 

these responses, a number 

of the white members of 

TBP collective continued to 

defend their publication of 

the ad and their subsequent 

(in)actions, claiming that 

those who objected were 

just “not liberated enough.” 

While this was likely the 

most publicized instance of 

racism at TBP, it was one of 

many such instances. 

Statement on the ad from The Body Politic collective (above).

31 words. (1985, April). The Body Politic. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 
ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/31-words.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430
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Selections from memos and letters to The Body Politic:

“ The fact that a racist ad appeared in TBP is not the main issue any longer. What people of colour 

and many white lesbians and gays are angry about is the fact that the ad was objected to by the one 

truly active person of colour on the paper but was printed anyway, and that the concerns about the 

ad raised later by Zami and Gay Asians Toronto met with an incredibly patronizing dismissal by the 

most vocal members of the collective. ... I could easily have been talking with the police about gay 

rights.”

—Richard Fung

“ If TBP has a policy against racism, then a line has been drawn between what is acceptable and 

what is not. Our debate about which side of the line a particular ad lies on is a technical question. 

Given that policy, the assertion by a group of whites that a particular ad is not racist, in the face of 

unanimous agreement by all the non-white gay organizations in town that it is, puts them in a 

pretty weak position. Are white people better at defining racism than non-whites? Maybe straight 

people are better at defining homophobia than we are.”

—Tim McCaskell

“ If the philosophy of the BP collective is sexual liberationism at any cost, then please do not call 

yourself a gay liberation journal, ‘cos I’m part of the gay liberation, and when your liberation 

oppresses my life, it ain’t no liberation. I’m not asking for censorship. I’m telling you that you don’t 

have the right to oppress my life.”

—Lim [from] Toronto

“And if in fact we can’t [work with people from Zami and Gay Asians Toronto], that simply tells me 

our political agendas are not sufficiently similar for us to work together in any productive way right 

now. ... I know that sounds smug, and appears to allow us to go merrily along forever without input 

of any kind from non-white communities, but it would seem terribly patronizing to me to go about 

tidying up all the messy details of our lives, our real lives, the lives we say we want to explore and 

analyze, so that the atmosphere here will be ‘acceptable.’”

—Gerald Hannon
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Letter addressing racism at TBP, published 

in Rites magazine’s May 1985 issue.  

As Mariana Valverde notes, the inclusion 

of a racist classified ad in TBP (and TBP 

collective’s refusal to be held accountable 

for it) was not an anomaly—it was a 

continuation of TBP’s “history of systematic 

abuse of gender and racial power.”

Valverde, M. (1985, May). [Letter sent to  
The Body Politic with a copy sent to Rites].  

Rites. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives:  
Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/
catalogue15487.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/body-politic-challenged.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/en/permalink/catalogue15487
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue15487
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Letter sent to Toronto women’s groups by the Anti-Racism Work Group (formed by members of  

Lesbians of Colour and the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre) with information on its anti-racism workshops.

Lesbians of Colour. [ca. 1985]. [Letter from Anti-Racism Work Group]. Lesbians of Colour (Toronto) vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3322. 

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Ahmad, A. (2018). Queer circuits of belonging. In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus Ware 
(Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour histories of Toronto. Between the Lines. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. 

Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/anti-racism-work-group-letter.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3322
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736
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Group 5: 2-Spirit, Indigiqueer, and (2S)LGBTQIA+ Indigenous Experiences

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’ 

interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and 

additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or 

without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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Poster for “2-Spirits Drag-Show,” organized by the 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations, 1993.

2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations. (1993). 2-Spirits drag show. 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations.
Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1577.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1577
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Flyer for the 2-Spirited Women’s Social Support Group, an organization for 

2-Spirit, lesbian, bisexual, and trans Indigenous women.

2-Spirited women’s social support group. (n.d.). 
Two-Spirited Women. Two-Spirited Women Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile11209. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2-spirited-women_s-support-group.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile11209
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Safe sex awareness campaign by 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations, ca. 2009.

2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations. [ca. 2009]. 
2-Spirit men know about: Cultural Survival. 2009-079/1N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319
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HIV/AIDS education poster from the 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations, ca. 2009.

2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations.  [ca. 2009]. Like our ancestors we are wisdom and love :
learn the risk about HIV/AIDS. 2009-079/3N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions13110.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions13110
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Flyer for a dance organized by Anik, a Toronto-based organization for gay Inuit, ca. 1973.

Anik. [ca. 1973]. First “Anik” dance for gays. ANIK Charitable Foundation Vertical file.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile222. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile222
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Activity 3: Take-aways

10 minutes

1. Ask each student to briefly say one thing they are taking away from today’s lesson.
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Optional Expansion Activity
Research what local Indigenous peoples in your territory 
believe about gender and sexuality pre-colonization and today.

STAGE 1: Finding out the Traditional Territories

1.  Start by looking at a recent map of your city/town to see if there is any information about

traditional territories or Indigenous communities or nations.

2.  It is unlikely your students will find this information on colonial maps. Prompt them to

reflect on why these maps don’t include information about Indigenous peoples.

3.  Have your students research the traditional territories of your city/town. Refer to

the My Native Land map and use other websites to cross-reference the information

(e.g., CAUT Guide to Acknowledging First Peoples & Traditional Territories).

4.  Get them to sketch out their own map of your city/town, using the information

they have found about local First Nations.

STAGE 2: Research Historical Indigenous Perspectives Towards 2S Communities

1.  Explain to your students that before colonization, many (but not all) Indigneous communities

perceived 2S people as having important community roles.

Possible Google searches:

•  What did the Anishinaabeg think about 2S people before colonization?

•  What did the Haudenosaunee think about 2S people before colonization?

•  Are there other terms for 2S people in Indigenous languages?

STAGE 3: Research Contemporary 2S Experiences

1.  See if there is a local 2S organization or local powwows. Learn about how 2S people are

accepted in traditional spaces.

Consider connecting with local Knowledge Keepers for more information. Please note that if you 

do connect with Indigenous community members, it is important to be aware of their protocols. 

In some First Nations, Métis, and Inuit communities, traditional tobacco is offered to Elders when 

requesting advice, guidance, or information, but others have their own protocols. You should also 

connect with your administrator to make sure you can provide an honorarium.

https://native-land.ca/
https://www.caut.ca/content/guide-acknowledging-first-peoples-traditional-territory


2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    203

Lesson 3: 
Learn about Reclamation  
as 2SLGBTQIA+ Resistance
In this lesson, students will …

•  Interact with primary source documents that use the word ‘queer’

•  Learn about how the term ‘queer’ went from meaning ‘odd,’ to being used as a slur against gay

people, to being reclaimed by activists

•  Listen to a clip from a radio show in which people discuss what the term ‘queer’ means to them

•  Discuss the role of reclamation in resistance movements

Time Activity Materials Needed

20 minutes Examine the history of the word 'queer' •  Print-outs of primary source documents 

15 minutes Examine contemporary uses of the word 

'queer' 

•  Excerpt from Dykes on Mykes 

radio show (4 minutes, 12 seconds)

20 minutes Learn about slurred speech acts and 

reclaimed speech acts

•  Google Slides presentation

•  Print-outs of primary source documents 

10 minutes Take-aways N/A

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2SLGBTQIA-linguistic-_-symbolic-resistance.pptx
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Activity 1: An Intro Examination into the Word ‘Queer’

20 minutes

1. Explain the activity

 In a minute, you’re going to be divided into small groups. Each group will be given one primary
source document that includes the word ‘queer.’ You’ll then be invited to reflect on whether the
word is being used in a positive way or in a negative way. Once your group has decided, you will
tape up your document next to the correct sign. If you think it’s being used in a neutral way or
you’re unsure, you can put it in between the two signs.

2.  Ask your students to get into groups of two or three and give each of them a document that

includes the word ‘queer.’

3.  Get each group to tape their document next to the corresponding sign.

4.  Discuss the placements as a class.

Preparation

•  Print the two signs (“queer – positive associations” and “queer – negative associations”)

and the primary source documents

•  Tape the signs up on opposite sides of the room

Materials

•  Print-outs of signs and primary source documents

•  Tape

*Print the following pages



?

2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms     |    205

Positive associations



?
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Negative associations
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Queer Nation Toronto poster, 1990.

Queer Nation Toronto. (1990). Enjoying your orientation?  
Queer Nation (Toronto) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586
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Queer Nation Toronto sticker, ca. 1990-1992.

Queer Nation Toronto. [ca.1991]. A dyke was here.  
Queer Nation (Toronto) Vertical file. he ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586
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Queer Space Invaded poster, date unknown.

L. T. & ACT. (n.d.). Queer Space Invaded.
Posters collection. 1994-150/004N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions11170.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions11170
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Come to the Gay Dance/Venez au danse gaie poster, Montréal, 1974.

Xpress design. (1974). Come to the gay dance = Venez au danse gaie.  
Posters collection. 1989-541/001N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions10600. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions10600
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Excerpt from an article in tabloid newsmagazine TAB, 1961.

King Edward Hotel declares war on Letros queers! (1961, Dec. 2).  
TAB international magazine. LGBTQ Serials Collection. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue15874. 

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/king-edward-hotel-declares-war-on-letros-queers.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue15874
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“Queer (adjective): strange, odd, peculiar, eccentric” 

– Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1513

“Queer (adjective): bad; contemptible, worthless; untrustworthy, disreputable” 

– Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1567

“Queer (adjective): out of sorts; unwell; faint, giddy” 

– Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1750

“Queer (noun): forged or counterfeit money” 

– Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1826

“Queer (noun): male homosexual”

– Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1894

“Rid us of homo queers” graffiti on a park bench in Vancouver, 1979.

Pink Triangle Press. (1979).  
“Rid us of homo queers.” 1986-032/11P(43). The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6565.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6565
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Activity 2: Learn About Contemporary Usages of the 

Word ‘Queer’ 

10 minutes

1. Transition

 We were just learning about some historical ways the term ‘queer’ has been used. We are now
going to reflect on how people have used the term more recently.

2. Personal reflection

 Before I play the sound clip, I want you to think about when you’ve heard the term ‘queer’
before. Was it used as a slur? As an identity label?

3. Play the clip (4:12)

We are now going to listen to a clip where queer people explain what the term means to them.

4. Discuss as a group.

 How did people in the clip talk about queerness? Did it align with your understanding of
the term?

Preparation and Materials

• Dykes on Mykes clip

• Computer and speakers
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Listen to this excerpt from 2008 where people from Dykes on Mykes discuss what ‘queer’ means  

to them. Dykes on Mykes is a radio show based out of Montréal. In this talk, the host is interviewing 

one of the members of Vancouver’s Queer History Project (affiliated with the Queer Film Festival  

in Vancouver).

Dykes on Mykes. (2008). Dykes on Mykes 2008-10-13.  
Dykes on Mykes fonds. File number F0195-01-081. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions43205. 

https://soundcloud.com/thearquives/item-117/s-LbV1QuC5Ssg?si=30034669d66449bcafd6b4d2cf9b0da8&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions43205
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Activity 3: Learn about Slurred Speech Acts and 

Reclaimed Speech Acts

20 minutes

1. Present Google Slides.

2. Give pairs a picture of a button or t-shirt.

3. Ask students to reflect on buttons and t-shirts as examples of reclaimed speech acts (slide 10).

4. Ask students to reflect on final questions (slide 11).

Preparation

•  Read over the lesson overviews and Google Slides

•  Set up your projector

•  Print and cut out the pictures of buttons and t-shirts

Materials

•  Google Slides

•  Computer and projector

•  Print-outs

*Print the following pages

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2SLGBTQIA-linguistic-_-symbolic-resistance.pptx
https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2SLGBTQIA-linguistic-_-symbolic-resistance.pptx
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CelebrAsian T-shirt, date unknown.

Gay Asians of Toronto. (n.d.) Celebrasian. T Shirt. Artifacts.  
Catalogue number 228 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5282.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5282
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Northern Pride Sudbury/Sudbury Fierté du Nord T-shirt, 1998.

Northern Pride Sudbury 1998. Sudbury 1998 Fierte Du Nord. T Shirt. (1998).  
Artifacts. Catalogue number 303 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5626. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5626


218    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Gay & Lesbian Organization of Bell Employees (GLOBE) T-shirt, ca. 1992-1994.

Globe Gay and Lesbian Organization of Bell Employees. T Shirt. (n.d.). Artifacts.  
Catalogue number 532 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6622.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6622
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Toronto Counselling Centre for Lesbians and Gays T-shirt, date unknown.

Toronto Counselling Centre for Lesbians and Gays. T Shirt. (n.d.).  
Catalogue number 292 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5441.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5441
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Pink triangle button with trans symbol, date unknown.

Trans Symbol. Button. (n.d.). Catalogue number CB2094.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5740. 

Dyke button, 1970s.

Dyke. Button. [ca. 1975]. Catalogue number CB2015.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts8642.

Encourage Homosexualities button, 1980s.

Encourage homosexualities. Button.  [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB878. 
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5970. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5740
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts8642
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5970
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Faggot button, 1980s.

Faggot. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB808.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5899.

Gay Is Good button, 1990s.

Gay is good. Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB879.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5971.

Gay Is What We Make It button, 1990s.

“Gay is what we make it.” Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB578.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5652. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5899
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5971
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5652
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Glad to Be Gay button, 1980s.

Glad to be gay. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB972.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6100.

Homo Action Now! button, 1970s.

HOMO action NOW!. Button. [ca. 1975]. Catalogue number 
CB2012.  The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts8638. 

TransFag button, 1990s.

TransFag. Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB1084.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6267.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6100
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts8638
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6267
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Queers Bash Back: Anti-Racist Action button, 2000s.

Queers bash back anti-racist action. Button. [ca. 2005]. Catalogue number 
CB1228. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6421.

We Love Our Dykes button, 1990s.

We love our dykes. Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB650.  
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5740.

Gay & Proud button, 1980s.

Gay & proud. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB993. 
 The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. 
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6135. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6421
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5740
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6135
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Activity 4: Take-aways

10 minutes

1. Ask each student to briefly say one thing they are taking away from today’s lesson.
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Optional Expansion Activity

Learn about the history of 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada
You can divide your students into two groups and have each group read about a different case 

of 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship, or you can read about one case together as a class. 

Discussion Questions

1. What did this case study tell you about 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada?

2. How did the people involved in this case resist censorship?

3. Do you think there are still instances of 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada?
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Little Sister’s, Glad Day, 
and Canada Customs
Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium was opened by Jim Deva and Bruce Smyth in Vancouver in 

1983. Located first in an old house on Thurlow Street and then at a storefront on Davie Street, Little 

Sister’s soon became a site of queer community-building. As “ Western Canada’s Gay Book Store,” 

Little Sister’s stocked works of queer fiction and nonfiction that were not available elsewhere—

although some of these items could be ordered from Canadian publishers, others had to be imported 

from the United States or Europe. On December 8, 1986, Canada Customs seized more than five 

hundred books and magazines that were on their way to Little Sister’s. 

This was not the first (or the last) Canadian censorship case involving a queer bookstore. Toronto’s 

Glad Day Bookshop, opened by Jearld Moldenhauer in 1970, had also faced a series of Customs 

seizures, resulting in the formation of the Canadian Committee Against Customs Censorship 

(CCACC). Building on this work, Deva and Smyth organized a protest on December 17. In the 

following months, Janine Fuller, who had been living in Toronto, moved to Vancouver and started 

working at Little Sister’s. Fuller would go on to become an important figure in anti-censorship 

activism and in the court case that Little Sister’s later initiated.

Since 1847, Customs Tariff code 9956 had allowed the government to prevent the importation of 

“books, printed paper, drawings, paintings, prints, photographs, or representations of any kind” 

that are “obscene, hate propaganda, treasonous, [or] seditious.” Obscenity is itself defined in section 

163(8) (formerly section 159[8]) of the Criminal Code as “the undue exploitation of sex, or of sex 

and any one or more of the following subjects, namely, crime, horror, cruelty, or violence.” 

Until the 1960s, any explicit depiction of genitalia was likely to be interpreted as “undue 

exploitation” by Canada Customs. Although the 1970s brought a more permissive approach to 

some expressions of sexuality, gay sex (and gayness itself) continued to be associated with obscenity. 

In 1985, the Mulroney government introduced Memorandum D9-1-1, providing additional 

guidelines for interpreting tariff Code 9956. This memorandum itemized the types of materials to 

be seized, including materials depicting anal penetration.

With the case of R. v Butler, ‘obscenity’ was redefined not on the basis of (in)decency or (im)

morality, but on harm. In addition to physical violence, depictions of dehumanization or 

degradation could also lead to a work being labeled as obscene. The exact meanings of ‘degradation’ 

and ‘dehumanization’ were not addressed, though, leading to inconsistent and subjective 

applications by Customs officers. R. v Butler had additional implications for queer bookstores (and 

for producers of queer books and videos), as it was premised on an idea of harm resulting from 

heterosexual relations of power.
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Over the next four years, Canada Customs continued to seize materials from Little Sister’s. While 

physically, mentally, and financially depleting, Little Sister’s staff understood the importance of this 

work. On June 7, 1990, the bookstore launched a constitutional challenge to Customs’ censorship 

powers. With the support of the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association (BCCLA), Little 

Sister’s argued that Canada Customs was discriminating against gays and lesbians and violating their 

right to freedom of expression. They also argued that Customs should only be permitted to prevent 

the importation of a work if it had already been found by a court to be obscene. This idea, called 

‘prior restraint,’ was essential to their case.

Recognizing that the courts were unlikely to rule in its favour, the government tried instead to 

undermine the bookstore workers through delays, appeals, and legal costs. On October 11, 1994, 

the Little Sister’s case reached the Supreme Court of Canada. The trial lasted nearly two and a half 

months and produced 200 hours of testimony, 260 exhibits of evidence, and over one thousand 

pages of court transcripts. 

The Court ruled in favour of Little Sister’s, stating that Canada Customs had targeted the store 

solely because it was a gay and lesbian bookstore. However, they also stated that Customs could 

continue to screen and censor material at the border, as long as it did not discriminate based on 

sexual orientation. Importantly, the Court also overruled ‘prior restraint’—Customs could not 

preemptively ban works based on officers’ own assessments.

A year after the trial concluded, Fuller noted that while Little Sister’s had had fewer seizures, its 

shipments continued to be regularly opened and inspected by Customs. While the Little Sister’s 

trial was physically, mentally, and emotionally draining for the workers, their witnesses, and  

their legal team, it was also incredibly meaningful. Fuller ends her book on the trial with a quote 

from Deva: “ This trial came from our self-preservation. We had no choice other than to fight”  

(Fuller & Backley 1995 p. 186).

Fuller, J. & Blackley, S. (1995). Restricted entry: Censorship on trial.  
Press Gang Publishers. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue3190. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue3190
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Janine Fuller worked at Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium in 1990,  

the same year that Little Sister’s filed its court case against Canada Customs and the Canadian government. 

In her induction statement into The ArQuives National Portrait Collection in 2000, she said,  

“Nothing hard is ever won easily. We must be ever vigilant and inclusive in our struggles.”  

Portrait by Daniel Collins. 

Collins, D. (2000). [Portrait of Janine Fuller]. National Portrait Collection|NPC. Artworks collection.  
Accession number 2000-092. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts9181. 

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts9181
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Gay Alliance for Equality 
and the CBC
Gay Alliance for Equality (GAE) was formed in Halifax in 1972. Shortly after, it started the Gayline, 

a telephone helpline for gays and lesbians staffed three nights a week by trained volunteers. In 1974, 

GAE member Bob Stout called Halifax’s CBC radio station, CBH, to inquire about advertising the 

Gayline with a public service announcement. The ad read:

The Gay Alliance for Equality, Inc. is operating a counselling 
phoneline for male and female homosexuals. The phoneline is for 
problem-solving, giving out information, and for referrals. The hours 
to call are from 7 to 10 p.m. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. All calls 
are strictly confidential. The number is [redacted].

The ad was refused without explanation. The next year, Stout tried again to place an ad, and again it 

was refused. This time, the station cited an internal CBC policy. The policy, it said, did not prohibit 

ads for “homophile organizations as such,” but did prohibit ads that “promote or comment on any 

controversial issue” (including homosexuality). 

Throughout 1976, members of GAE spoke publicly about the CBC’s censorship (including in an 

interview for Metroaction, a radio programme that aired on CBH). Still unsuccessful in getting the 

CBC to reconsider its position, GAE initiated a nationwide boycott against the corporation. The 

Canadian Lesbian and Gay Rights Coalition (CLGRC) and the Canadian University Press (CUP) also 

signed on.



230    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Poster for a 1979 demonstration and public meeting sponsored by GAE. Speakers included  

Tom Burns of the Alternative Bookshop, Mariana Valverde of The Body Politic, and Robin Metcalfe of GAE. 

GAE, along with other members of the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Rights Coalition (CLGRC), had been 

boycotting the CBC for nearly two years. 

Gay Alliance for Equality. (1979, Oct. 9). [Letter to The Body Politic].  
Gay Alliance for Equality Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1807.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1807
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When the station’s broadcasting license came up for renewal with the Canadian Radio-television 

and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC), GAE filed an intervention. In response, the CBC 

again stated that its policy was to not accept “controversial” ads, and that this applied to all of its 

regional and national stations. In the past, CBC stations out of Winnipeg and Montréal had aired 

PSAs for gay groups; they were instructed not to do so again.

On February 17, 1977, about 21 people came together at the corner of Sackville and South Park 

Streets in front of Halifax’s CBC Radio Building. Two days later, on February 19, activists in 

Montréal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver held solidarity protests in support of GAE. 

Excerpt from a letter to The Body Politic (TBP) from Clyde Richardson of GAE. At the time of writing in 1979, 

the GAE and the CLGRC, of which TBP was a member, had been leading a boycott of CBC for over two years.

Gay Alliance for Equality. (1979). Demonstration to protest censorship. Gay Alliance for Equality Halifax fonds. 
F0155-02-004.  The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/
descriptions47615.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/gae-letter.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions47615
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After another incident, this time involving a public forum on AIDS to be held by the Windsor 

Lesbian/Gay Community Serivce Group, the CBC was again called on to amend its PSA policy. 

In 1985, the section of the policy addressing eligibility was changed--text stating that the group 

requesting a PSA must “not be controversial in [itself],” was changed to state that the group must 

“not cause public debate and/or confrontation.” The examples of such groups (“lobby groups, 

quasi-religious/philosophical groups, etc.”) remained unchanged. 

Throughout this period, the CBC had aired its own programming on gay issues. John Duggan of 

the NGRC Coordinating Office noted in 1977 that the CBC had set out that “information about 

homosexual organizations [had to] come through the main body of programming and not through 

public service announcements.” As stated above, members of GAE were interviewed for CBC radio, 

and film footage from protests against the CBC in Halifax, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver was 

aired on the cities’ CBC television stations. 

It’s difficult to account for this disconnect between the CBC’s policies and its practices. In a letter to 

The Body Politic, Clyde Richardson of GAE suggested that the CBC was “trying to bolster its liberal 

image ... while refusing to correct [its] policies.” By only allowing “controversial” subjects to be 

addressed in its own content, the CBC was able to maintain a sense of control over the narrative of 

gay liberation.
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Optional Expansion Activity

Analyze excerpts of 2SLGBTQIA+ zines

First things first: learn what zines are! 

Have your students read “What’s in the Archives? Zines!” on The ArQuives’ website.

You can divide your students into seven groups and have each group read a different zine, or you can 

read one or more zines together as a class. You can select from seven zines:

Zine 1: Boy Vision

Zine 2: Asexuality: Coming to Terms 

Zine 3: Just Say No Thank You: A Zine About Being Asexual and Vegan

Zine 4: Taking the Cake: An Illustrated Primer on Asexuality

Zine 5: Gendertrash from Hell

Zine 6: Black Lesbians in the 70’s and Before: An At Home Tour at the Lesbian Herstory Archives

Zine 7: Transexual Fury 

Possible Discussion Questions:

1. What is your zine about?

2. What types of texts does it include (e.g., personal stories, poems, collages, comics, etc.)?

3. Why do you think the information was presented in the way it was?

4. Who do you think the intended audience is? Why?

5. What do you think this zine is trying to say?

6. Why do you think zines are so popular within queer and trans communities?

7. If you created a zine, what would it be about? Why?

https://arquives.ca/latest-news/whats-archives-zines
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Excerpts from Boy Vision (1998)

Kuehl, D. & Pastrana, D. (1998). Boy vision : a zine by and for gay & bisexual guys 25 & under.  
Central Toronto Youth Services. M2009-011. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue8390.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/boy-vision.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue8390
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Excerpt from Just Say No Thank You: A Zine About Being Asexual and Vegan (2007)

Edgystar. (2007). Just Say No Thank You: A Zine about Being Asexual and Vegan.  
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22255.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/just-say-no-thank-you.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22255
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Excerpts from Asexuality: Coming to Terms (2014)

Ennis & Kelly (editors). (2014, Oct.). Asexuality: Coming to Terms.  
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue21727.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/asexuality_coming-to-terms.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue21727
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Excerpts from Taking the Cake:  
An Illustrated Primer on Asexuality (2012)

Maisha (editor). (2012). Taking the Cake:  
an Illustrated Primer on Asexuality. LGBTQ Serials.  

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue21939.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/taking-the-cake.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue21939
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Excerpts from Gendertrash from Hell (1993)

Phillippa, X. & Ross, M.-S. (editors). (1993, Apr./May). Gendertrash From Hell issue 1, volume 1.  
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue13867.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/gt-2.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue13867
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Excerpts from Black Lesbians in the 70’s and Before: An At Home Tour at the Lesbian Herstory Archives (2010)

Smith, S. (2010). Black lesbians in the 70’s and before : an at home tour at the Lesbian Herstory Archives.  
Lesbian Herstory Archives. M2014-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.  

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10232.

https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/black-lesbians-in-the-70s-and-before.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10232


240    |   2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms

Excerpts from Transexual Fury (2006). 

Additional context: This comic is based on the experiences of trans women at the  
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival and other trans-exclusionary “feminist” spaces.

Montgomery, S. (2006). Transexual fury : special summer camp issue.  
Supernova. M2014-130. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, 

ON.  https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10698.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10698
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Summative Assessment
Possible Assignments

Option 1: Zine

•  Have your students create their own zine(s) on 2SLGBTQIA+ topics (e.g., queer and trans

history, youth activism, coming out, understanding pronouns, allyship, etc.)

•  Students can include personal narratives, poems, collages, comics, and other artwork

Option 2: Presentation Or Narrative

•  Have your students research 2SLGBTQIA+ activists in your community. You can find profiles

of some 2SLGBTQIA+ Canadians in The ArQuives National Portrait Collection. Students can

give a presentation and/or create a written, oral, or visual narrative (e.g. creative nonfiction,

oral history, visual essay, etc.) about the person and their work..

•  If the National Portrait Collection does not include anyone from your area, contact a local

2SLGBTQIA+ organization and create your own local Portrait Collection.

Screenshot of a selection from the National Portrait Collection Digital Exhibition 

on the ArQuives website.

The ArQuives. (n.d.). National Portrait Collection. The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions.  
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc. 

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc
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Please fill out the  
educator feedback form:

Click here to access the educator feedback form.

Please provide your students 
the student feedback form:

Student Feedback Form

https://forms.gle/iQddPwGVcYC4hRK4A
https://forms.gle/NS68fowFmXuiAiJj9
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