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About The ArQuives: The ArQuives is one of the largest independent LGBTQ2+ archives in the world and the only
LGBTQ2+ archive in Canada with a national scope. Its mandate is to acquire, preserve, organize, and give public access
to information and materials in any medium, by and about LGBTQ2+ people, primarily produced in or concerning
Canada and to maintain a research library, international research files, and an international collection of queer and trans
periodicals. You can read more about The ArQuives here.

Notes: In this document, we use the initialism 2SLGBTQIA+. In other materials, The ArQuives uses the initialism
LGBTQ2+. Within this educational resource, we are making an intentional choice to situate 2S (Two-Spirit/two-

spirit), Indigiqueer, and other Indigenous LGBTQIA+ people first because we think it’s necessary to emphasize the

role colonization has played in reproducing cis-heteronormativity. Our initialism within this educational resource also
includes ‘A’ and T’ (for ‘asexual’ and ‘intersex’) because we want to highlight these identities for people who are new to
learning about queer and trans communities. These (and other) identities are sometimes encompassed in the + (plus sign)
of the LGBTQ2+ initialism. Ultimately, there is no singular “correct” initialism for queer and trans communities.

When describing geographical locations, we use their colonial place names. We also recognize the limitations of these
names; so-called Canada is on stolen land. While some Indigenous peoples refer to North America as Turtle Island, others,
including some Métis and Inuit communities, do not. We strongly encourage you to learn the local Indigenous names of
places. We recommend the following as starting places: Native-Land, Stories from the Land: Indigenous Place Names in
Canada, and What’s in a Name? Indigenous Origins of Place Names.

Please give us feedback about this resource by clicking here.
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Introduction

2SLGBTQIA+ Stories was first developed and piloted by The ArQuives in 2021 to support
educators in incorporating queer and trans perspectives into Grade 9-12 English and History
curricula. After receiving feedback from teachers who used this resource, we have added additional
content on community-building and resistance in BIPOC and disabled queer and

trans communities.

We encourage teachers using this unit plan to also refer to its companion resource, Become
2SLGBTQIA+ Literate. We understand that many teachers feel unsure about including
2SLGBTQIA+ topics in their lesson plans because they don’t think they know enough about
queerness and transness and are worried will do the work “wrong.” Others aren’t sure how to
address negative responses from colleagues, parents/caregivers, or community members. Become
2SLGBTQIA+ Literate is meant to help you feel more prepared to teach on 2SLGBTQIA+ topics.

If you use this resource, please consider providing us with feedback.
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Overview of the Guide

This collection of three 75-minute lessons and (optional) expansion activities can be used in
both English and History classrooms in Ontario secondary schools. Each lesson can be adapted for
any of the following core courses: ENG1D, ENG2D, ENG3D, ENG4D, ENG1P, ENG3P, ENG4P,
CHC2D, or CHC2P. Itis recommended that you consult with your colleagues so you do not teach

the same materials.

Lessoni1

Significant 2SLGBTQIA+ Events (Canada)

Lesson 2

Optional Expansion
Activity

Lesson 3

Optional Expansion Go deeper to personalize the learning in a follow-up activity ...
Activity Research 2SLGBTQIA+ historical events in your province/city
Optional Expansion Go deeper to focus on a particular aspect of Canadian

Activity 2SLGBTQIA+ history in a follow-up activity . ..

Compare the AIDS crisis to the COVID-19 pandemic

Intersectional 2SLGBTQIA+ Experiences

Go deeper to personalize the learning in a follow-up activity ...
Research what Indigenous people in your area thought about
gender and sexuality before colonization and how Two-Spirit
communities are continuing to resist colonial ideas in the
present

Reclamation as 2SLGBTQIA+ Resistance

Optional Expansion Go deeper to focus on a particular aspect of Canadian
Activity 2SLGBTQIA+ history in a follow-up activity . ..

Learn about the history 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada
Optional Expansion Read examples of 2SLGBTQIA+ counter-narratives. ..
Activity Analyze excerpts from 2SLGBTQIA+ zines

The expansion activities are optional and are meant to give you more flexibility. Feel free to adapt
any of these lessons to fit the structure of your classes.
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Topics

Thoughts about gender and sexuality have changed over time
2SLGBTQIA+ people have historically been criminalized and pathologized

Early colonizers imposed white cis-heteropatriarchal viewpoints through
their social and legal systems

(2S)LGBTQIA+ people who are multiply-marginalized (including Black people,
Indigenous/Two-Spirit/Indigiqueer people, other people of colour, and disabled people)
experience additional forms of oppression

2SLGBTQIA+ people have used creative practices (including writing, visual arts,
and performance) as a means of resistance

While there may be more documented stories of resistance in urban centres,
2SLGBTQIA+ people have also formed communities in smaller towns and rural areas

When learning about queerness and transness, we also need to learn about colonization,
white supremacy, and ableism; there are many connections between these different
logics of dominance

Learning Outcomes

Learn about key historical 2SLGBTQIA+ events in a Canadian context
Think about language in relation to 2SLGBTQIA+ identities
Analyze how people can experience multiple forms of oppression (intersectionality)

Learn about 2SLGBTQIA+ activists
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English Curriculum Connections

ENGi1D & ENG1P (Gr. 9)
¢ 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)
¢ 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

ENG2D & ENG2P (Gr.10)

 1.1.Variety of Texts (Reading & Literature Studies)
* 1.5 Extending Understanding of Texts (Reading &
Literature Studies)

* 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)
¢ 1.3 Research (Writing)

¢ 2.1 Form (Writing)

* 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

ENG3D & ENG3P (Gr.11)

e 1.1. Variety of Texts (Reading & Literature Studies)
¢ 1.5 Extending Understanding of Texts (Reading &
Literature Studies)

¢ 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)
¢ 1.3 Research (Writing)

¢ 2.1 Form (Writing)

¢ 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

ENG4D & ENG4P (Gr.12)

¢ 1.1. Variety of Texts (Reading & Literature Studies)

¢ 1.5 Extending Understanding of Texts (Reading &
Literature Studies)

¢ 1.8 Critical Literacy (Reading & Literature Studies)

¢ 1.3 Research (Writing)

¢ 2.1 Form (Writing)

¢ 1.5 Critical Literacy (Media Studies)

History Curriculum Connections

CHC2D & CHC2P (Gr.10)

¢ Al.1 Formulate different types of questions related
to historical developments since 1914 (Historical
Inquiry)

¢ Al.2 Interact with primary and secondary sources
(Historical Inquiry)

¢ (3.1 Describe contributions of various individuals,
groups and organizations to Canadian society, politics
and culture from 1929 -1945 (Identity Citizenship &
Heritage)

¢ D3.1 Describe contributions of various individuals,
groups andorganizations to Canadian society, politics
and culture from 1945 -1982 (Identity Citizenship &
Heritage)

¢ E3.1 Describe contributions of various individuals,
groups and organizations to Canadian society, politics
and culture from 1982 — present (Identity Citizenship
& Heritage)
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2SLGBTQIA+
Safety Considerations

Ideally, you’ll have already created an environment where it is clear that 2SLGBTQIA+ people are
respected. That being said, if you’re worried about teaching queer and trans histories. ..

Understand that you have a responsibility to teach about 2SLGBTQIA+ perspectives.

In Ontario, you do not need to inform parents/caregivers that you are teaching about
2SLGBTQIA+ topics. Additionally, parents do not have the right to remove their students from
classrooms on the basis of a lesson including content about gender identity, gender expression,
or sexual orientation; they can only do this for lessons on sex education.

Consider modeling to your students some examples of respectful questions versus disrespectful
questions. A respectful question might sound like: “I noticed you used the word ‘Two-Spirit.”
What does that mean?” Explain thatif a question is putting down 2SLGBTQIA+ people or
treating queerness or transness like a joke, it is disrespectful.

If something comes up during the course of one of these lessons (e.g., a student says something
queerphobic or transphobic), intervene. Become 2SLGBTQIA+ Literate provides examples of
ways in which you can intervene. If you know some of your students have a history of saying
queerphobic or transphobic things, consider talking with them one-on-one.

If a student discloses their gender identity or sexual orientation (or that of a friend or family
member), make sure that they feel supported. Depending on what they disclosed, you might
also want to consider following up with them after the lesson.
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A Note on Language

The ArQuives is committed to preserving all aspects of LGBTQ2+ history in Canada. Given

that language is a constantly evolving construct, many items in our collection may be considered
offensive, inappropriate, or unacceptable by contemporary standards, or are explicitly racist,
sexual, or violent in nature. As such, certain language and descriptions may not be appropriate
for all readers.

Our mandate is to preserve the historical record; to correct or revise language and terminology
through a 21st century lens would constitute an act of erasure. We have preserved the language of
each individual artifact, as doing so reflects how LGBTQ2+ individuals and communities defined
themselves, and provides uncensored depictions of challenging chapters in our history.

Some of the items included in this document use slurs for 2SLGBTQIA+ people. In some cases,
these items exemplify the ways in which these slurs have been used against queer and trans people;
in others, they exemplify the ways in which they have been reclaimed by these same communities.
While these ideas are explicitly addressed in Lesson 3, you might want to include conversations
about language throughout your lessons.
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Lesson 1:

Learn About Significant
2SLGBTQIA+ Events (Canada)

In this lesson, students will...

* Learnaboutkey 2SLGBTQIA+ events in Canada

* Interact with primary sources related to key historical events in Canada

Time Activity Materials Needed
25 minutes 1.2SLGBTQIA+ timeline ¢ DPosters of the dates
(matching game) ¢ Cut-outs of the event descriptions
* Tape
¢ Teacher copy of the correct matches
20 minutes 2. Examine primary source documents * Print-outs of primary sources
related to key themes and task description
* Six oversized envelopes
e Optional: Chart paper and markers
20 minutes 3. Class discussion N/A
10 minutes 4. Take-aways N/A
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Activity : 2SLGBTQIA+ timeline (matching game)

25 minutes

1.

Explain the matching game to your class:

Around this room, I have put up posters with different dates (pre-colonization, 1800s, 1950s,
1960s, 1970s, etc.). In a minute, I will give each of you a few pieces of paper with descriptions of
significant 2SLGBTQIA+ events. I want you to work with your peers to try to guess when each
event took place. Once you think you’ve found the correct match, tape the event next to the
corresponding date.

Give each student a few randomly selected event descriptions (2-4, depending on the size of
your class) and instruct them to tape each next to the matching date.

When they’re done, ask the students if they feel confident in their guesses.

Asa class, go through each item on the timeline one by one, reviewing what the class guessed
and then sharing the correct answer (refer to the teacher copy of the timeline).

Once they know the correct matches, ask students to discuss the following in pairs:

e Were you surprised by what events happened when?

e Whatevents had you heard of previously?

e Whatevents were new to you?

Preparation

Print the posters of the dates and the event descriptions
Cut out the event descriptions
Tape up the posters of the dates in chronological order

Have the teacher copy of the events nearby for your reference

Materials

Posters of the dates

Cut-outs of the event descriptions
Scissors

Tape

Teacher copy of the correct matches

*Print the following pages
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Teacher Copy

Significant 2SLGBTQIA+ Events - chronological order

Pre-colonization

No specific date: Before colonization, Indigenous peoples living in what we now call North America
had a variety of terms in their own languages to describe people who were attracted to people of

the same gender or whose gender was outside of the binary. American anthropologist Sue-Ellen
Jacobs studied 99 Indigenous Nations and found that there were historical references to same-sex
attraction in 88 of them; twenty of these specifically made reference to women who are attracted

to other women. While some Nations denied the existence of queerness and transness in their
communities, in many others, queer and trans people had been accepted as healers, teachers,
caregivers, and visionaries.

1533: England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization,
this law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

1800s

1842: A soldier of the 89th Regiment of Foot in Sandwich Town (Windsor, Ontario) testified
against two of his comrades, Samuel Moore and Patrick Kelley, providing a detailed account of their
sexual relations. Moore and Kelley were two of the first Canadian men to be convicted for engaging
in sodomy in a consensual encounter. Their sentence, death by hanging, was commuted to a life
sentence by the Governor General. They were both transferred to Kingston Penitentiary; Moore
served seven years and Kelley served eleven.

1857: Dr. James Miranda Barry was appointed Inspector General of Hospitals in Upper Canada. Dr.
Barry helped advance medical knowledge and living conditions ata time when outbreaks of cholera,
smallpox, and malaria were widespread in the area. He had been assigned female at birth but had
lived as a man for most of his life. After Dr. Barry’s death in 1865, the results of his post-mortem
examination, including his assigned sex, were made public.

1869: Sodomy was no longer punishable by death, but could still bring a sentence of life in prison.

1892: ‘Gross indecency’ was listed as an offence in Canada’s newly created Criminal Code. While
sodomy, by definition, required penetration, gross indecency could include any non-procreative sex
acts (although it was almost exclusively applied to men who had sex with men).
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1910S-1920S

1918: The first known Canadian 2SLGBTQIA+ publication, an underground mimeographed
magazine called Les Mouches Fantastiques, was published by Elsa (Elsie) Gidlow and Roswell
George Mills in Montréal; they later moved to New York City.

1919: Magnus Hirschfeld, a sexologist and sexual reformer, opened the Institut fiir
Sexualwissenschaft (Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin-Tiergarten, Germany. The Institut
provided counselling and treatment for “physical and psychological sexual disorders” and for what
Hirschfield called “sexual transitions” for “homosexuals, transvestites, and hermaphrodites.”

1930S-1940S

No specific date: Leading up to and during the Second World War, homosexuals, along with Jewish,
Polish, and Romani people, were interned in Nazi concentration camps. Gay men were forced to
wear pink triangles on their uniforms. Later, the pink triangle became a symbol for the gay liberation
movement. Some lesbians were made to wear black triangles, classifying them as “asocial,” although
this was not as common.

1947: Alfred Kinsey, an American biologist, entomologist, zoologist, and sexologist, formed the
Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University. His studies, published as the Kinsey Reports, found
that approximately 10% of men and 2-6% of women were homosexual.

1949: Jim Egan, one of Canada’s first gay activists, began writing letters to newspaper editors and
politicians in response to their homophobia and anti-gay discrimination. He continued his letter-
writing for around fifteen years.

1950-1960s

1959-1968: Approximately nine thousand individuals who were gay or suspected of being gay

were purged from the police, military, and other federal departments. This was part of a national
security campaign that sought to remove people who had perceived character weaknesses, including
queer people, people of colour, and socialists. Commissioned by the RCMP and the Canadian
Armed Forces, Dr. Robert Wake created a device called the ‘Fruit Machine’ to identify homosexuals.
Suspected homosexuals were forced to look at sexually suggestive photos, after which their pupils
were measured; pupil dilation supposedly indicated that they had become aroused. These tests were
not scientifically accurate.

April1964: Police raided Etna’s Steam Bath in Windsor, Ontario. The owner was charged with
permitting a bawdy house, and nine patrons were charged as found-ins.

April1964: The first known gay activist group in Canada, the Association for Social Knowledge
(ASK), was formed in Vancouver. ASK sponsored lectures, organized social events, and operated a
drop-in/community centre and lending library; it also published the ASK Newsletter.
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August 1964: Everett George Klippert was charged with four counts of gross indecency. Klippert
was working as a mechanic in the Northwest Territories when he admitted during a police
questioning that he was gay and had engaged in sex with men. He was imprisoned for six years and
was designated a “dangerous sexual offender” for the rest of his life.

1969: The Gender Identity Clinic was established at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now the
Centre for Addictions and Mental Health [CAMH]) in Toronto. In the first six months of its pilot
study, 88 patients were referred and assessed.

May 1969: Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of
consent was older for gay people (atage 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual
acts also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present.
Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses,
continuing into the 2000s.

October 1969: The University of Toronto Homophile Association was founded. This was the first
known gay liberation organization in Toronto and the first student-run gay liberation organization
in Canada. Other university-based groups (including at York, McMaster, and the University of
Guelph) would be founded in the years that followed.

1970S

August 1971: The first gay rights demonstration, We Demand, took place in Ottawa. Charlie C. Hill
read out a speech and a list of demands that had been composed by Herb Spiers and David Newcome
of Toronto Gay Action (TGA). A simultaneous demonstration took place in front of the Vancouver
Courthouse in solidarity.

November/December 1971: The firstissue of The Body Politic (TBP), a gay liberation
newsmagazine, was published. TBPis often considered one of the most significant 2SLGBTQIA+
publications in Canadian history. It was published bimonthly (and later, monthly) until 1987.

May 1972: The Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) co-organized a forum on
transsexuality with the Community Homophile Association of Toronto (CHAT). Between
100 and 150 people attended.

March 1973: ANIK held its first meeting in Toronto. ANIK (which can be translated as
‘brotherhood’) was the first group for gay Inuit. ANIK was registered as a charity, however the
group withheld the fact that they were serving the gay community because they knew they would
not have been granted charitable status if this was disclosed. ANIK worked to provide counselling,
referral services, and a drop-in centre.

1973: Pride celebrations were held in several Canadian cities, including Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa,
Montréal, Saskatoon, Windsor, and Winnipeg.

1973: The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives was formed in Toronto. It was renamed the
Canadian Gay Archives in 1975 and then renamed again to become the Canadian Lesbian and Gay
Archivesin 1993. Since 2018, it has been called The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.
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Summer 1973: The Waterloo Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) published the Operation Socrates
Handbook, one of the first Canadian gay liberationist educational publications for youth. Around
four thousand copies were distributed to high school guidance offices. The Waterloo GLM received
an Opportunities for Youth (OFY) grant of $9290 to fund the project, which included questions
and answers about homosexuality, information on STIs, interviews with young adults, and reading
lists. The use of OFY grant money led to anti-gay sentiment from community members, politicians,
and media.

1974: ‘Homesexuality’ was removed from the second edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual for Mental Disorders (DSM-II) in its seventh printing.

January 1974: Four lesbians—Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers—refused
to leave the Brunswick Tavern in Toronto after their mic was cut on stage when three of them,
Adrienne, Pat, and Lamar, were singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke,” despite the crowd loving their
performance. Three of the four were arrested because of their refusal to leave. The arresting officers
verbally, physically, and sexually assaulted the women; one officer said that they were “the scum
of the earth” and “should be shot.” Former MP and lawyer Judy LaMarsh took the case. An internal
investigation was conducted into the police response, but none of the officers involved were
disciplined. Rosen was convicted for starting a disturbance and given three months probation. The
other two women had their charges dropped.

February 1974: Reverend Ken Campbell of the Campbell-Reese Evangelistic Association, Inc.
refused to pay part of his taxes in protest of “moral pollution” in Ontario public schools. The
previous month, four members of the Hamilton-McMaster Gay Liberation Movement (GLM)

had given a presentation to the Grade 12 students at his daughters’ school. In response, Campbell
formed the Halton Renaissance Committee (later Renaissance Canada), which went on to sponsor
Anita Bryant’s 1978 Canadian tour.

February 1975: John Damien, a racing steward for the Ontario Racing Commission, was fired
because of his sexual orientation. Damien sued his former employer but was not reinstated.

In addition to the wrongful dismissal suit, Damien also launched an appeal with the Ontario
Human Rights Commission (OHRC). At this time the Ontario Human Rights Code prohibited
discrimination based on sex (i.e., gender), but not sexual orientation. On June 21, 1977, the OHRC
recommended that the government amend the Code to include sexual orientation. During those
two years (and for many years after), the Committee to Defend John Damien actively worked to
raise money for Damien’s legal defence and to keep the public informed about the progress of the
case. Damien died of pancreatic cancer on December 24, 1986, before his case was resolved.

Spring 1975: Gay Friends, a New Brunswick-based organization for gay men and lesbians,
attempted to place advertisements in The Daily Gleaner (Fredericton), The Telegraph-Journal
(St.John), The Times-Globe (St.John), The Moncton Times, and The Moncton Transcript.

They were turned down, with the advertising manager of one paper stating that it was “a family
newspaper.” Because New Brunswick’s Human Rights Actdidn’t prohibit discrimination based on
sexual orientation, Gay Friends could not take legal action.
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May 1975: The Southwestern Ontario Regional Conference of NDP Riding Organizations adopted
amotion put forward by Windsor activist Harold Desmarais to add the inclusion of sexual
orientation in the Ontario Human Rights Code as part of their party platform.

September 1975: Doug Wilson, a graduate student in the University of Saskatchewan’s
Department of Educational Foundations, was informed that he could not supervise practice teachers
because of his work as a gay liberation activist. Although the university did not reinstate Wilson

as a supervisor, he received support from those in his program; the next year, he and three others
formed a Gay Academic Union.

Spring 1976: Around this time, the police raided many gay and lesbian bars in Montréal’s gay
village. This was perceived by many as an attempt by mayor Jean Drapeau to “clean up” the city
before the Summer Olympics that were to be held that year.

October 1976: The Immigration Act of 1952 was repealed. Under this act, “homosexuals,
prostitutes, pimps, and other persons coming to Canada for immoral purposes” could be denied
entry or deported.

February 1977: About twenty people protested in front of CBC’s Nova Scotia office over its refusal
to run a public service announcement for the Gay Alliance for Equality’s Gayline (a phoneline for
queer resources and assistance). Activists in Montréal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver also held
solidarity protests. The CBC’s head office in Toronto would later put into national policy that radio
and television stations could not play PSAs from gay and lesbian organizations.

July 1977: Three activists, Raymond Barton, Bonnie Perry, and Randy Vivian, began the York
Rainbow Society of the Deaf, the first known group for queer Deaf people in Canada. Another
group, ’Association des bonnes gens sourds, was started in Montréal a few years later.

October 1977: Police officers wearing bulletproof vests and armed with machine guns raided two
bars, Truxx and Le Mystique, in Montréal’s gay village. 146 men were arrested and held in police
custody for over eight hours. They were not permitted to call their lawyers, and were forcibly tested
for sexually transmitted infections. The next day, two thousand protesters blocked the corner of rue
Ste. Catherine O. and rue Stanley. In response, police drove their motorcycles into the crowd.

December 1977: Québec passed an amendment to its Change of Name Act, allowing trans people to
obtain a change of name and gender in civil status registers.

January 1978: Judge Joseph McMahon ruled that Gail Bezaire, a lesbian who had previously been
married to and had children with a man, could only retain custody of her children if she “refrain|[ed]
from entering into another lesbian relationship while the children were living with her.”

January 1978: The Foundation for the Advancement of Canadian Transsexuals (FACT) was formed
by Rupert Raj in Calgary; it later relocated to Toronto. FACT provided trans people with free
educational materials, counselling, referrals, and conducted academic research on gender dysphoria.
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February 1978: Eight men were charged with committing gross indecency in the washroom of a
Woolco department store in Halifax; all of the men had been entrapped by police. Following their
court appearance, the men’s names and addresses were published in local newspapers and televised
on CTV and CBC-TV national news programmes.

April1978: 350 people protested outside the Winnipeg Convention Centre during a visit by
American pop singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant. Bryant had become infamous for her “Save
Our Children” campaign, which she began the previous year. This was, at the time, the largest
protest that had been held in Winnipeg and also included a concert to raise money for the Lesbian
Mothers’ Defence Fund (LMDF).

November 1978: The Native Gay Group was formed in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, although they
didn’t hold their first official meeting for another year. The group, comprised of First Nations

and Métis people, worked with the Saskatchewan Gay Coalition (SGC) through its rural outreach
programme and organized with other gay groups in the province.

February 1979: The Coalition for Life Together (CL T) was formed in response to, and in support
of, the publicationof Life Together, a report recommending the inclusion of gay men, lesbians,
disabled people, children, elderly people, and formerly incarcerated people in the Ontario Human
Rights Code.

1980s

February 1980: Gay Asians Toronto (GAT) was started after Gerald Chan and Richard Fung placed
an ad in The Body Politic for a gay and lesbian Asian discussion group.

May 1980: A trans woman named Miss D filed a complaint with the Québec Human Rights
Commission after she was denied service at a Montréal restaurant. The Commission found that the
restaurant owner had discriminated against Miss D on the basis of her sex and /or sexual orientation,
but she only received $500 of the $1000 that she had asked for in damages.

January 1981: The Atlantic Gay Association/I’Association des gai(e)s de ’Atlantique (AGA) was
formed ata conference hosted by Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG). Gay Alliance for Equality
(GAE), based in Nova Scotia, and Northern Lamba Nord, based in New Brunswick and Maine, also
participated.

February 1981: During Operation Soap, Toronto police raided four gay bathhouses and arrested
286 men. This was the largest mass arrest in Canada since 1970, when Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau invoked the War Measures Act during the October Crisis. Following the raids, over four
thousand protestors marched from the Ontario Legislative Building at Queen’s Park to the Toronto
Police Service 52 Division.

May 1981: Vancouver hosted Canada’s first lesbian Pride march.

May 1981: Edmonton police, RCMP officers, and two crown attorneys raided the Pisces Health Spa,
abathhouse frequented by gay men, and arrested about 56 patrons. Edmonton police had consulted
with the Toronto police on how to execute the raid. Over one hundred people attended a protest at

city hall, condemning the raid as a violation of civil rights.
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June 1981: The Body Politic published a letter by Fo Niemi on the ongoing lack of support for
physically and mentally disabled gays and lesbians.

June 1981: The US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) received reports of a rare disease in young gay
men. They initially called this disease ‘Gay-Related Immune Deficiency’ (GRID), but it was later
renamed ‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome’ (AIDS).

October 1981: Dykes in the Streets march for lesbian power, pride, and visibility was held in
Toronto. Approximately three hundred women attended the march, which was organized by
Lesbians Against the Right (LAR).

February 1982: William Irvin (Bill) Kovinsky of Windsor was the first person in Canada reported
to have died from GRID. Later that year, at the recommendation of the CDC, the diagnosis of ‘AIDS’
would replace ‘GRID.’

March 1983: The first issue of Perceptions was published. Based in Saskatoon, Perceptions billed
itself as “the gay and lesbian newsmagazine of the prairies.” Publication continued until the death of
its editor, Gens Hellquist, in 2013.

Summer 1983: The AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) was formed.

Fall 1984: Zami was founded by Debbie Douglas, Sylmadel Coke, Douglas Stewart, and Deryck
Glodon. As the first known group for Black and Caribbean gays and lesbians in Canada, Zami
provided support for those who had been alienated by white queer people.

October 1985: The Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights released a report titled Equality
for All, detailing high levels of discrimination against homosexuals in Canada. The committee
recommended that ‘sexual orientation’ be added to the Canadian Human Rights Act; it would not
be added for another ten years.

December 1986: After over 10 years of lobbying and campaigning, ‘sexual orientation’ was added
to the Ontario Human Rights Code as prohibited grounds of discrimination.

August 1987: Manitoba added ‘sexual orientation’ to its Human Rights Act. In 1974, Gays for
Equality had first presented a brief to then-Attorney General Howard Pawley, calling for the
provincial government to amend the Act to protect gay people from discrimination. Pawley said that
although he thought such an amendment was necessary, other members of the NDP caucus would
likely not agree.

July 1988: Halifax had its first Pride march, with about two hundred people in attendance. This
same year, John William Tha Din was beaten to death in Camp Hill Cemetery, a gay cruising area in
Halifax, and Eric Smith was fired from his teaching job for being HIV-positive.

1989: By the end of this year, around five thousand people total had been diagnosed with AIDS
in Canada. Homophobic, racist, and classist discourse around AIDS meant that politicians were
disinclined to provide adequate funding to support those living with the condition.
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1990s

May 1990: The World Health Organization removed ‘homosexuality’ from the tenth revision of the
International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10).

July 1990: Montréal police raided a party at the Sex Garage, a gay bar.

Summer 1990: The word ‘Two-Spirit’ was proposed during the Third Annual Inter-tribal Native
American, First Nations, Gay and Lesbian American Conference near Beausejour, Manitoba. The
term is attributed to Elder Myra Laramee, who had a vision/dream of the word. Itis a translation of
the Anishinaabemowin term niizh manidoowag, which means ‘two spirits.’

1991: Three men sabotaged a Winnipeg anti-homophobia hotline, altering the answering machine
message to one containing homophobic slurs. They also vandalized a billboard advertising the
hotline, shooting it with a paint pellet gun (used for tagging livestock). The men’s charges were
stayed when an undercover police officer on the case admitted to recording conversations with the
accused without their consent.

March-April 1992: Douglas Sanders, who had previously been the president of Association for
Social Knowledge (ASK), became the first openly gay person to address an assembly of world leaders
at the United Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

June 1993: The Supreme Court ruled that gays and lesbians could apply for refugee status on the
basis of their sexual orientation.

circa1993: The New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform published Within Reach:
Meeting the Needs of Gay and Lesbian New Brunswickers. The researchers surveyed 233 gay men,
115 lesbians, and 503 people working in the helping professions (including doctors and nurses,
psychologists, social workers, counsellors, and spiritual advisors) on the physical, mental, and
spirtual health needs of gays and lesbians. While many of the professionals surveyed wanted to
better serve gay and lesbian communities, they stated that they did not understand their needs. The
report recommended anti-homophobia and anti-heterosexism education initiatives to allow those
in the helping professions to develop more supportive practices.

July 1994: Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island had its first Pride march. Because PEI’'s Human
Rights Actdid not prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation (and would not for
another four years), some people who wanted to attend could not out of fear of personal and
professional repercussions.

1994: The cumulative total of Canadians living with HIV was reported ataround 32,995.

May 1995: In the case of Egan v. Canada, the Supreme Court dismissed their appeal to claim spousal
allowance under the Old Age Security Actafter having been in a relationship for over forty years.
However, this ruling had a silver lining for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community in Canada, and was used
when it was ruled that “sexual orientation” must be read into the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as
grounds of discrimination. This decision was used as precedent for many future cases of LGBTQ2+
discrimination.
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May 1995: An Ontario judge found that the Child and Family Services Act discriminated against
people on the basis of sexual orientation. This only applied to cases of second-parent adoption,
in which one partner becomes a legal parent of the other partner’s biological or adopted child/
children; same-gender couples could still not adopt other people’s children.

August 1995: Kimberley Nixon filed a Human Rights complaint against Vancouver Rape Relief &
Women'’s Shelter for discriminating against her as a trans woman. Her case established in law that
discrimination on the basis of being trans is protected under the Human Rights Code, long before
Canadian laws were changed to reflect this.

June 1996: Bill C-33 (An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act) was passed, adding ‘sexual
orientation’ as a prohibited grounds for discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights Act. This
was prompted by the ruling in Egan v. Canada.

1997: Counting Past 2, a trans arts festival organized by Mirha-Soleil Ross, was held for the first
time. The event was meant to create spaces for trans people who were often excluded from lesbian
and gay spaces.

1998: Coverage for gender-confirming surgery was delisted under Ontario’s healthcare plan. Its re-
listing ten years later was largely the result of the work of trans activists.

June 1999: Blockorama, a Black queer event, was held for the first time. It has been put on every year
since, making it the longest-running stage at Toronto Pride.

May 1999: Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in M v. H that it was unconstitutional to exclude
same-gender couples from the definition of ‘common-law spouse,” Attorney General Jim Flaherty
introduced Bill 5 into the Ontario Legislature. While this effectively afforded queer couples the
same rights as heterosexual common-law couples, the government voted to preserve the definition
of ‘marriage’ as existing between one man and one woman.

2000s

September 2000: Toronto police raided Pussy Palace, a queer women and trans bathhouse event.
The Ontario Court Justice ruled that the police were to pay a settlement of $350,000, issue an
apology, and train officers in LGBTQ+ “cultural competency.”

January 2002: The Northwest Territories became the first jurisdiction in Canada to explicitly
recognize discrimination on the basis of gender identity in its Human Rights Act.

June 2002: Canadian citizens were allowed to sponsor their same-gender partners for
immigration. HIV-positive people could still be refused entry if they would “place excessive
demands on government services”; as of 2022, HIV-positive people can still be denied entry
to Canada on this basis.

November 2002: Calgary police raided Goliath’s Sauna & Texas Lounge, a combined gay bar
and bathhouse.
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June 2003: In Halpern v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled that the definition of marriage
as between one man and one woman violated section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. That same month, Michael Leshner and Michael Stark were the first same-gender
couple to be married in Toronto. Over the next two years, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan,
Newfoundland, Québec, Yukon, and New Brunswick would also legalize equal marriage.

July 2005: Bill C-38 (the Civil Marriage Act) was passed, making equal marriage a national right.

2006: Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated that his government would introduce
amotion to “restore the traditional definition of marriage.” Although he did not follow through
on this, Harper and his party continued to vote against legislation protecting the rights of
2SLGBTQIA+ people.

June 2009: The first Trans March, organized by Karah Mathiason, occurred in Toronto. Pride
Toronto put up barricades to try to stop the march. Although trans people have often been leaders in
queer activism, transphobia was (and is) prevalent within some gay and lesbian spaces.

2010s

August 2010: Fredericton, New Brunswick had its first Pride parade. While other Pride events had
been held there since 1998, Fredericton City Council had not previously allowed for a parade.

June 2010: Members of an organization called PolitiQ: Queers solidaires marched to protest the
exclusion of trans people in Québec. The protestors demanded that Québec allow trans people to
change their gender markers on official documents.

August 2012: Whitehorse, Yukon had its first Pride march. Co-organized by a former teacher, it was
in part a response to a queerphobic and transphobic education policy that had been introduced into
Yukon Catholic schools.

August-September 2012: Yellowknife, Northwest Territories had its first Pride march.

Winter 2014: The City of Iqaluit, Nunavut raised a Pride flag to protest anti-gay laws in Russia.
While some city councilors and residents objected, this action prompted people to organize the
city’s first Pride celebration that summer.

June 2014: The second International Asexuality Conference was held at Toronto Metropolitan
University. This was the first known asexual gathering held in Canada.

May 2015: Estefan Cortes-Vargas was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta. When they
came out in December of that year, they became the first openly nonbinary member of a Canadian
legislature.

2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms 21


https://arquives.ca/latest-news/what-happened-on-this-day-in-queer-history-june-18

July 2015: Over seventy people marched in downtown St. John’s to bring attention to the issues that
trans people face living in Newfoundland & Labrador. Community activists voted to hold the Trans
March separately from the Pride Parade.

December 2015: CAMH in Toronto announced that it would be closing its Child, Youth, and
Family Gender Identity Clinic after the publication of an external review of lead researcher and
clinician Dr. Kenneth Zucker, in which other psychiatrists and psychologists noted that his practices
were harmful to trans people. Although he denied practicing conversion therapy, Zucker tried to
force young trans people to “accept” their gender assigned at birth instead of transitioning.

June 2016: Black Lives Matter protested the involvement of police officers in Toronto Pride. They
also called for increased funding for Black Queer Youth, Blockorama, and other community stages,
and for the hiring of more (trans) Black and Indigenous people. Following their protest, members of
BLM-TO were subject to racist harassment and abuse by some white queer people.

June 2018: Sakom Allan “Chicky” Polchies Jr. (Wolastoqiyik) of St. Mary’s First Nation became the
first out 2SLGBTQIA+ chief in Atlantic Canada. Following his election, Polchies, who is Two-Spirit,
said he hoped the community support he had received would help queer and trans Indigenous
youth feel more comfortable in their identities.

June 2019: The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was
already permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario.

2020S

January 2020: Clinic 554, a reproductive health and family practice clinic in Fredericton, was forced
to reduce its services because the provincial government would not fund a clinic that provided
abortion care. It has since reopened its reproductive health practice, but its family practice has
remained closed. Clinic 554 had been one of the only clinics in the Maritime provinces where trans
people could access care, and the only one that allowed trans people to self-refer.

January 2022: Conversion therapy was banned at the federal level. Bill C-6 (An Act to amend the
Criminal Code [conversion therapy]) had been introduced in the previous Parliament, but largely
focused on conversion therapy involving children; the amendment called for the inclusion of
conversion therapy involving adults, as well.

Ongoing: According to EGALE’s 2020 literature review, one of the most pressing issues today is
addressing Canada’s ongoing practice of intersex genital mutilation, wherein infants are subjected to
non-consensual “sex normalizing surgeries.”
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Cut out the following...

Before colonization, Indigenous peoples living in what we now call North America had a variety
of terms in their own languages to describe people who were attracted to people of the same
gender or whose gender was outside of the binary. American anthropologist Sue-Ellen Jacobs
studied 99 Indigenous Nations and found that there were historical references to same-sex
attraction in 88 of them; twenty of these specifically made reference to women who are attracted
to other women. While some Nations denied the existence of queerness and transness in their
communities, in many others, queer and trans people had been accepted as healers, teachers,
caregivers, and visionaries.

England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization, this
law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

A soldier of the 89th Regiment of Foot in Sandwich Town (Windsor, Ontario) testified against
two of his comrades, Samuel Moore and Patrick Kelley, providing a detailed account of their
sexual relations. Moore and Kelley were two of the first Canadian men to be convicted for
engaging in sodomy in a consensual encounter. Their sentence, death by hanging, was commuted
to a life sentence by the Governor General. They were both transferred to Kingston Penitentiary;
Moore served seven years and Kelley served eleven.
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Dr. James Miranda Barry was appointed Inspector General of Hospitals in Upper Canada. Dr.
Barry helped advance medical knowledge and living conditions at a time when outbreaks of
cholera, smallpox, and malaria were widespread in the area. He had been assigned female at birth
but had lived as a man for most of his life. After Dr. Barry’s death in 1865, the results of his post-
mortem examination, including his assigned sex, were made public.

‘Gross indecency’ was listed as an offence in Canada’s newly created Criminal Code. While
sodomy, by definition, required penetration, gross indecency could include any non-procreative
sex acts (although it was almost exclusively applied to men who had sex with men).

The first known 2SLGBTQIA+ publication, an underground mimeographed magazine called
Les Mouches Fantastiques, was published by Elsa (Elsie) Gidlow and Roswell George Mills in
Montréal; they later moved to New York City.

Magnus Hirschfeld, a sexologist and sexual reformer, opened the Institut fiir Sexualwissenschaft
(Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin-Tiergarten, Germany. The Institut provided counselling
and treatment for “physical and psychological sexual disorders” and for what Hirschfield called
“sexual transitions” for “homosexuals, transvestites, and hermaphrodites.”
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Leading up to and during the Second World War, homosexuals, along with Jewish, Polish,

and Romani people, were interned in Nazi concentration camps. Gay men were forced to wear
pink triangles on their uniforms. Later, the pink triangle became a symbol for the gay liberation
movement. Some lesbians were made to wear black triangles, classifying them as “asocial,”
although this was not as common.

Alfred Kinsey, an American biologist, entomologist, zoologist, and sexologist, formed the
Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University. His studies, published as the Kinsey Reports,
found thatapproximately 10% of men and 2-6% of women were homosexual.

Jim Egan, one of Canada’s first gay activists, began writing letters to newspaper editors and
politicians in response to their homophobia and anti-gay discrimination. He continued his letter-
writing for around fifteen years.

Approximately nine thousand individuals who were gay or suspected of being gay were
purged from the police, military, and other federal departments. This was part of a national
security campaign that sought to remove people who had perceived character weaknesses,
including queer people, people of colour, and socialists. Commissioned by the RCMP and the
Canadian Armed Forces, Dr. Robert Wake created a device called the ‘Fruit Machine’ to identify
homosexuals. Suspected homosexuals were forced to look at sexually suggestive photos, after
which their pupils were measured; pupil dilation supposedly indicated that they had become
aroused. These tests were not scientifically accurate.
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Police raided Etna’s Steam Bath in Windsor, Ontario. The owner was charged with permitting a
bawdy house, and nine patrons were charged as found-ins.

Everett George Klippert was charged with four counts of gross indecency. Klippert was working
as amechanic in the Northwest Territories when he admitted during a police questioning that he
was gay and had engaged in sex with men. He was imprisoned for six years and was designated a
“dangerous sexual offender” for the rest of his life.

The first known gay activist group in Canada, the Association for Social Knowledge (ASK), was
formed in Vancouver. ASK sponsored lectures, organized social events, and operated a drop-in/
community centre and lending library; it also published the ASK Newsletter.

The Gender Identity Clinic was established at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now the Centre
for Addictions and Mental Health [CAMH]) in Toronto. In the first six months of its pilot study,
88 patients were referred and assessed.

Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of consent
was older for gay people (atage 21) than for straight ones (atage 18), though, and the sexual acts
also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present.
Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses,
continuing into the 2000s.
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The University of Toronto Homophile Association was founded. This was the first known
gay liberation organization in Toronto and the first student-run gay liberation organization in
Canada. Other university-based groups (including at York, McMaster, and the University of
Guelph) would be founded in the years that followed.

The first gay rights demonstration, We Demand, took place in Ottawa. Charlie C. Hill read out

a speech and a list of demands that had been composed by Herb Spiers and David Newcome of
Toronto Gay Action (TGA). A simultaneous demonstration took place in front of the Vancouver
Courthouse in solidarity.

The firstissue of The Body Politic (TBP), a gay liberation newsmagazine, was published. TBP
is often considered one of the most significant 2SLGBTQIA+ publications in Canadian history.
It was published bimonthly (and later, monthly) until 1987.

The Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) co-organized a forum on transsexuality
with the Community Homophile Association of Toronto (CHAT). Between 100and 150
people attended.

ANIK held its first meeting in Toronto. ANIK (which can be translated as ‘brotherhood’) was the
first group for gay Inuit. ANIK was registered as a charity, however the group withheld the fact
that they were serving the gay community because they knew they would not have been granted
charitable status if this was disclosed. ANIK worked to provide counselling, referral services, and
a drop-in centre.
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Pride celebrations were held in several Canadian cities, including Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa,
Montréal, Saskatoon, Windsor, and Winnipeg.

The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives was formed in Toronto. It was renamed the
Canadian Gay Archives in 1975 and then again the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives in 1993.
Since 2018, it has been called The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.

The Waterloo Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) published the Operation Socrates Handbook,
one of the first Canadian gay liberationist educational publications for youth. Around four
thousand copies were distributed to high school guidance offices. The Waterloo GLM received
an Opportunities for Youth (OFY) grant of $9290 to fund the project, which included questions
and answers about homosexuality, information on STIs, interviews with young adults, and
reading lists. The use of OFY grant money led to anti-gay sentiment from community members,
politicians, and media.

‘Homesexuality’ was removed from the second edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
for Mental Disorders (DSM-II) in its seventh printing.

Four lesbians—Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers—refused to leave

the Brunswick Tavern in Toronto after their mic was cut on stage when three of them, Adrienne,
Pat, and Lamar, were singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke,” despite the crowd loving their performance.
Three of the four were arrested because of their refusal to leave. The arresting officers verbally,
physically, and sexually assaulted the women; one officer said that they were “the scum of the
earth” and “should be shot.” Former MP and lawyer Judy LaMarsh took the case. An internal
investigation was conducted into the police response, but none of the officers involved were
disciplined. Rosen was convicted for starting a disturbance and given three months probation.
The other two women had their charges dropped.
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Reverend Ken Campbell of the Campbell-Reese Evangelistic Association, Inc. refused to pay part
of his taxes in protest of “moral pollution” in Ontario public schools. The previous month, four
members of the Hamilton-McMaster Gay Liberation Movement (GLM) had given a presentation
to the Grade 12 students at his daughters’ school. In response, Campbell formed the Halton
Renaissance Committee (later Renaissance Canada), which went on to sponsor Anita Bryant’s
1978 Canadian tour.

John Damien, a racing steward for the Ontario Racing Commission, was fired because of his
sexual orientation. Damien sued his former employer but was not reinstated. In addition to

the wrongful dismissal suit, Damien also launched an appeal with the Ontario Human Rights
Commission (OHRC). At this time the Ontario Human Rights Code prohibited discrimination
based on sex (i.e., gender), but not sexual orientation. On June 21, 1977, the OHRC
recommended that the government amend the Code to include sexual orientation. During those
two years (and for many years after), the Committee to Defend John Damien actively worked to
raise money for Damien’s legal defence and to keep the public informed about the progress of the
case. Damien died of pancreatic cancer on December 24, 1986, before his case was resolved.

Gay Friends, a New Brunswick-based organization for gay men and lesbians, attempted to place
advertisements in The Daily Gleaner (Fredericton), The Telegraph-Journal (St.John), The Times-
Globe (St. John), The Moncton Times, and The Moncton Transcript. They were turned down,
with the advertising manager of one paper stating that it was “a family newspaper.” Because New
Brunswick’s Human Rights Act didn’t prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation, Gay
Friends could not take legal action.

The Southwestern Ontario Regional Conference of NDP Riding Organizations adopted a motion
put forward by Windsor activist Harold Desmarais to add the inclusion of sexual orientation in
the Ontario Human Rights Code as part of their party platform.
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Doug Wilson, a graduate student in the University of Saskatchewan’s Department of
Educational Foundations, was informed that he could not supervise practice teachers because
of his work as a gay liberation activist. Although the university did not reinstate Wilson as a
supervisor, he received support from those in his program; the next year, he and three others
formed a Gay Academic Union.

Around this time, the police raided many gay and lesbian bars in Montréal’s gay village. This
was perceived by many as an attempt by mayor Jean Drapeau to “clean up” the city before the
Summer Olympics that were to be held that year.

The Immigration Act of 1952 was repealed. Under this act, “homosexuals, prostitutes, pimps,
and other persons coming to Canada for immoral purposes” could be denied entry or deported.

About twenty people protested in front of CBC’s Nova Scotia office over its refusal to run a
public service announcement for the Gay Alliance for Equality’s Gayline (a phoneline for queer
resources and assistance). Activists in Montréal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver also held
solidarity protests. The CBC’s head office in Toronto would later put into national policy that
radio and television stations could not play PSAs from gay and lesbian organizations.

Three activists, Raymond Barton, Bonnie Perry, and Randy Vivian, began the York Rainbow
Society of the Deaf, the first known group for queer Deaf people in Canada. Another group,
I’Association des bonnes gens sourds, was started in Montréal a few years later.
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Police officers wearing bulletproof vests and armed with machine guns raided two bars, Truxx
and Le Mystique, in Montréal’s gay village. 146 men were arrested and held in police custody

for over eight hours. They were not permitted to call their lawyers, and were forcibly tested for
sexually transmitted infections. The next day, two thousand protesters blocked the corner of rue
Ste. Catherine O. and rue Stanley. In response, police drove their motorcycles into the crowd.

Québec passed an amendment to its Change of Name Act, allowing trans people to obtain a
change of name and gender in civil status registers.

Judge Joseph McMahon ruled that Gail Bezaire, a lesbian who had previously been married to
and had children with a man, could only retain custody of her children if she “refrain[ed] from
entering into another lesbian relationship while the children were living with her.”

The Foundation for the Advancement of Canadian Transsexuals (FACT) was formed by Rupert
Raj in Calgary; it later relocated to Toronto. FACT provided trans people with free educational
materials, counselling, referrals, and conducted academic research on gender dysphoria.

Eight men were charged with committing gross indecency in the washroom of a Woolco
department store in Halifax; all of the men had been entrapped by police. Following their court
appearance, the men’s names and addresses were published in local newspapers and televised on
CTV and CBC-TV national news programmes.
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350 people protested outside the Winnipeg Convention Centre during a visit by American

pop singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant. Bryant had become infamous for her “Save Our
Children” campaign, which she began the previous year. This was, at the time, the largest protest
that had been held in Winnipegand also included a concert to raise money for the Lesbian
Mothers’ Defence Fund (LMDF).

The Native Gay Group was formed in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, although they didn’t hold their
first official meeting for another year. The group, comprised of First Nations and Métis people,
worked with the Saskatchewan Gay Coalition (SGC) through its rural outreach programme and
organized with other gay groups in the province.

The Coalition for Life Together (CL T) was formed in response to, and in support of, the publication
of Life Together, a report recommending the inclusion of gay men, lesbians, disabled people,
children, elderly people, and formerly incarcerated people in the Ontario Human Rights Code.

Gay Asians Toronto (GAT) was started after Gerald Chan and Richard Fung placed an ad in
The Body Politic for a gay and lesbian Asian discussion group.

A trans woman named Miss D filed a complaint with the Québec Human Rights Commission
after she was denied service ata Montréal restaurant. The Commission found that the restaurant
owner had discriminated against Miss D on the basis of her sex and/or sexual orientation, but she
only received $500 of the $1,000 that she had asked for in damages.
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The Atlantic Gay Association/I’Association des gai(e)s de 'Atlantique (AGA) was formed
ata conference hosted by Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG). Gay Alliance for Equality
(GAE), based in Nova Scotia, and Northern Lamba Nord, based in New Brunswick and
Maine, also participated.

During Operation Soap, Toronto police raided four gay bathhouses and arrested 286 men. This
was the largest mass arrest in Canada since 1970, when Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau invoked
the War Measures Act during the October Crisis. Following the raids, over four thousand
protestors marched from the Ontario Legislative Building at Queen’s Park to the Toronto Police
Service 52 Division.

Edmonton police, RCMP officers, and two crown attorneys raided the Pisces Health Spa,
abathhouse frequented by gay men, and arrested about 56 patrons. Edmonton police had
consulted with the Toronto police on how to execute the raid. Over one hundred people
attended a protest at city hall, condemning the raid as a violation of civil rights.

The Body Politic published a letter by Fo Niemi on the ongoing lack of support for physically and
mentally disabled gays and lesbians.
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The US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) received reports of a rare disease in young gay men.
They initially called this disease ‘Gay-Related Immune Deficiency’ (GRID), but it was later
renamed ‘Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome’ (AIDS).

Dykes in the Streets march for lesbian power, pride, and visibility was held in Toronto.
Approximately three hundred women attended the march, which was organized by Lesbians
Against the Right (LAR).

William Irvin (Bill) Kovinsky of Windsor was the first person in Canada reported to have died
from GRID. Later that year, at the recommendation of the CDC, the diagnosis of ‘AIDS’ would
replace ‘GRID.

The firstissue of Perceptions was published. Based in Saskatoon, Perceptions billed itself as “the
gay and lesbian newsmagazine of the prairies.” Publication continued until the death of its editor,
Gens Hellquist, in 2013.
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Zami was founded by Debbie Douglas, Sylmadel Coke, Douglas Stewart, and Deryck Glodon.
As the first known group for Black and Caribbean gays and lesbians in Canada, Zami provided
support for those who had been alienated by white queer people.

The Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights released a report titled Equality for All,
detailing high levels of discrimination against homosexuals in Canada. The committee
recommended that ‘sexual orientation’ be added to the Canadian Human Rights Act; it would
notbe added for another ten years.

After over 10 years of lobbying and campaigning, ‘sexual orientation’ was added to the Ontario
Human Rights Code as prohibited grounds of discrimination.

Manitoba added ‘sexual orientation’ to its Human Rights Act. In 1974, Gays for Equality had
first presented a brief to then-Attorney General Howard Pawley, calling for the provincial
government to amend the Actto protect gay people from discrimination. Pawley said that
although he thought such an amendment was necessary, other members of the NDP caucus
would likely not agree.

Halifax had its first Pride march, with about two hundred people in attendance. This same year,
John William Tha Din was beaten to death in Camp Hill Cemetery, a gay cruising area in Halifax,
and Eric Smith was fired from his teaching job for being HIV-positive.

46 | 2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms



- R

By the end of this year, around five thousand people total had been diagnosed with AIDS in
Canada. Homophobic, racist, and classist discourse around AIDS meant that politicians were
disinclined to provide adequate funding to support those living with the condition.

The World Health Organization removed ‘homosexuality’ from the tenth revision of the
International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10).

The word ‘“Two-Spirit’ was proposed during the Third Annual Inter-tribal Native American,
First Nations, Gay and Lesbian American Conference near Beausejour, Manitoba. The term is
attributed to Elder Myra Laramee, who had a vision/dream of the word. Itis a translation of the
Anishinaabemowin term niizh manidoowag, which means ‘two spirits.’

Three men sabotaged a Winnipeg anti-homophobia hotline, altering the answering machine
message to one containing homophobic slurs. They also vandalized a billboard advertising the
hotline, shooting it with a paint pellet gun (used for tagging livestock). The men’s charges were
stayed when an undercover police officer on the case admitted to recording conversations with
the accused without their consent.
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Douglas Sanders, who had previously been the president of Association for Social Knowledge
(ASK), became the first openly gay person to address an assembly of world leaders at the United
Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

The Supreme Court ruled that gays and lesbians could apply for refugee status on the basis of
their sexual orientation.

The New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform published Within Reach: Meeting

the Needs of Gay and Lesbian New Brunswickers. The researchers surveyed 233 gay men, 115
lesbians, and 503 people working in the helping professions (including doctors and nurses,
psychologists, social workers, counsellors, and spiritual advisors) on the physical, mental, and
spirtual health needs of gays and lesbians. While many of the professionals surveyed wanted to
better serve gay and lesbian communities, they stated that they did not understand their needs.
The report recommended anti-homophobia and anti-heterosexism education initiatives to allow
those in the helping professions to develop more supportive practices.
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Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island had its first Pride march. Because PEI’'s Human Rights
Actdid not prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation (and would not for
another four years), some people who wanted to attend could not out of fear of personal
and professional repercussions.

In the case of Egan v. Canada, the Supreme Court dismissed their appeal to claim spousal
allowance under the Old Age Security Actafter having been in a relationship for over forty years.
However, this ruling had a silver lining for the 2LGBTQIA+ community in Canada, and was
used when it was ruled that “sexual orientation” must be read into the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms as grounds of discrimination. This decision was used as precedent for many future
cases of LGBTQ2+ discrimination.

An Ontario judge found that the Child and Family Services Actdiscriminated against people on
the basis of sexual orientation. This only applied to cases of second-parent adoption, in which
one partner becomes a legal parent of the other partner’s biological or adopted child /children;
same-gender couples could still not adopt other people’s children.

Kimberley Nixon filed a Human Rights complaint against Vancouver Rape Relief & Women’s
Shelter for discriminating against her as a trans woman. Her case established in law that
discrimination on the basis of being trans is protected under the Human Rights Code, long before
Canadian laws were changed to reflect this.
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Bill C-33 (An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act) was passed, adding ‘sexual
orientation’ as a prohibited grounds for discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights Act.
This was prompted by the ruling in Egan v. Canada.

Counting Past 2, a trans arts festival organized by Mirha-Soleil Ross, was held for the first time.
The event was meant to create spaces for trans people who were often excluded from lesbian
and gay spaces.

Coverage for gender-confirming surgery was delisted under Ontario’s healthcare plan.
[ts re-listing ten years later was largely the result of the work of trans activists.

Blockorama, a Black queer event, was held for the first time. It has been put on every year since,
making it the longest-running stage at Toronto Pride.

Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in M v. H that it was unconstitutional to exclude same-
gender couples from the definition of ‘common-law spouse,” Attorney General Jim Flaherty
introduced Bill 5 into the Ontario Legislature. While this effectively afforded queer couples
the same rights as heterosexual common-law couples, the government voted to preserve the
definition of ‘marriage’ as existing between one man and one woman.
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Toronto police raided Pussy Palace, a queer women and trans bathhouse event. The Ontario
Court Justice ruled that the police were to pay a settlement of $350,000, issue an apology, and
train officers in LGBTQ+ “cultural competency.”

The Northwest Territories became the first jurisdiction in Canada to explicitly recognize
discrimination on the basis of gender identity in its Human Rights Act.

Canadian citizens were allowed to sponsor their same-gender partners for immigration.
HIV-positive people could still be refused entry if they would “place excessive demands on
government services”; as of 2022, HIV-positive people can still be denied entry to Canada
on this basis.

In Halpern v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled that the definition of marriage as
between one man and one woman violated section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. That same month, Michael Leshner and Michael Stark were the first same-gender
couple to be married in Toronto. Over the next two years, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan,
Newfoundland, Québec, Yukon, and New Brunswick would also legalize equal marriage.
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Bill C-38 (the Civil Marriage Act) was passed, making equal marriage a national right.

Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated that his government would introduce a
motion to “restore the traditional definition of marriage.” Although he did not follow through
on this, Harper and his party continued to vote against legislation protecting the rights of
2SLGBTQIA+ people.

The first Trans March, organized by Karah Mathiason, occurred in Toronto. Pride Toronto put
up barricades to try to stop the march. Although trans people have often been leaders in queer
activism, transphobia was (and is) prevalent within some gay and lesbian spaces.

Fredericton, New Brunswick had its first Pride parade. While other Pride events had been held
there since 1998, Fredericton City Council had not previously allowed for a parade.
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Members of an organization called PolitiQ: Queers solidaires marched to protest the exclusion of
trans people in Québec. The protestors demanded that Québec allow trans people to change their
gender markers on official documents.

Whitehorse, Yukon had its first Pride march. Co-organized by a former teacher, it was in part
aresponse to a queerphobic and transphobic education policy that had been introduced into
Yukon Catholic schools.

The City of Iqaluit, Nunavut raised a Pride flag to protest anti-gay laws in Russia. While some
city councilors and residents objected, this action prompted people to organize the city’s first
Pride celebration that summer.

The second International Asexuality Conference was held at Toronto Metropolitan University .
This was the first known asexual gathering held in Canada.

Estefan Cortes-Vargas was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta. When they came outin
December of that year, they became the first openly nonbinary member of a Canadian legislature.
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Over seventy people marched in downtown St. John’s to bring attention to the issues that trans
people face living in Newfoundland & Labrador. Community activists voted to hold the Trans
March separately from the Pride Parade.

CAMH in Toronto announced that it would be closing its Child, Youth, and Family Gender
Identity Clinic after the publication of an external review of lead researcher and clinician Dr.
Kenneth Zucker, in which other psychiatrists and psychologists noted that his practices were
harmful to trans people. Although he denied practicing conversion therapy, Zucker tried to force
young trans people to “accept” their gender assigned at birth instead of transitioning.

Black Lives Matter protested the involvement of police officers in Toronto Pride. They also called
for increased funding for Black Queer Youth, Blockorama, and other community stages, and for
the hiring of more (trans) Black and Indigenous people. Following their protest, members of
BLM-TO were subject to racist harassment and abuse by some white queer people.

Sakom Allan “Chicky” Polchies Jr. (Wolastoqiyik) of St. Mary’s First Nation became the first out

2SLGBTQIA+ chiefin Atlantic Canada. Following his election, Polchies, who is Two-Spirit, said
he hoped the community support he had received would help queer and trans Indigenous youth
feel more comfortable in their identities.

The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was already
permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario.
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Clinic 554, a reproductive health and family practice clinic in Fredericton, was forced to reduce
its services because the provincial government would not fund a clinic that provided abortion
care. It has since reopened its reproductive health practice, but its family practice has remained
closed. Clinic 554 had been one of the only clinics in the Maritime provinces where trans people
could access care, and the only one that allowed trans people to self-refer.

Conversion therapy was banned at the federal level. Bill C-6 (An Act to amend the Criminal Code
[conversion therapy]) had been introduced in the previous Parliament, but largely focused on
conversion therapy involving children; the amendment called for the inclusion of conversion
therapy involving adults, as well.

According to EGALE’s 2020 literature review, one of the most pressing issues today is
addressing Canada’s ongoing practice of intersex genital mutilation, wherein infants are
subjected to non-consensual “sex normalizing surgeries.”
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Activity 2: Examine primary source documents related to
key themes

20 minutes
1. Transition from timeline activity into this group activity.

2. Explain the activity:
Now that you’ve learned about some events, you're going to look at some primary
source documents related to particular topics (e.g., the legal system, criminalization and
pathologization, the gay liberation movement, trans experiences, etc.). Each group will be given
some reflection questions. You don’t need to answer all of them. In 15-20 minutes, we’ll come
back as a class and I'll ask each group to share a bit about their documents.

3. Divide the class into small groups and give each group an envelope with print-outs inside.

Preparation

* Print the discussion questions and primary source documents

* Putthe print-outs into envelopes and label each with its topic
(e.g., “[Indigenous| Resistance to Gender and Sexuality Norms”)

Materials

* Print-outs of discussion questions and primary source documents

Oversized envelopes

* Optional: Chart paper and markers (for students to write down their thoughts)
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Resistance to Gender and Sexuality Norms

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes.
A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group
member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

e The term ‘Two-Spirit’ was coined in 1990 at the Third Annual Inter-Tribal Native American,
First Nations, Gay and Lesbian American Conference. Have you heard of the term “Two-Spirit’
before? Why do you think it’s important that it only be used by Indigenous people?

*  Whatdoes Dr. Barry’s story tell you about gender norms in the mid-nineteenth century? What
do you think about the text using ‘she/her’ pronouns for Dr. Barry? Do you think it should have
used ‘he/him’ instead?

* How do you think a historical legacy of devaluing women, queer people, and trans people shows
up in Canadian society today? Do you think some people still think about gender and sexuality
in colonial ways?
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Artwork by Kit Thomas (wolf clan, St. Regis Mohawk Tribe of Akwesasne)
from Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017).
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It was twenty-seven years ago that the name “Two-Spirit” came to
a group of Indigenous gays gathered at a former Boy Scout Camp
near Beausejour, Manitoba. The shooting of JJ Harper in March
of 1988 had given way to increasing activism among Indigenous
people in Canada, especially in Winnipeg. In June of 1990, MLA
Elijah Harper brought down the Meech Lake Accord and the Oka
Crisis erupted in July. Queer Indigenous activism had already
begun in the US in 1975 when Randy Burns and Barbara Cameron
created the Gay American Indians (GAl) organization in San
Francisco. Later, the Greater Vancouver Native Cultural Society
was founded in 1979 by Georgina Ross and Laurie Macdonald.
In Winnipeg, the Nichiwakan Native Gay Society was organized
in 1986 as a response to the suicides of two First Nations youth.

Wherever there was Indigenous activism in that era, you would
find Queer activists participating in the action. Some of the
Nichiwakan leaders were Roger Armitte, Myra Laramee, Connie
Merasty, Barbara Bruce, Peetanacoot Nenakawekapo, Ginette
St. Amant, Dorland, McKay, Cole McGillivary and myself. During
that summer in 1990, the National Film Board of Canada came
to Winnipeg to include Connie Merasty in the LGBT documentary,
“Out: Stories of Lesbian and Gay Youth.” Cole McGillivary, the head
of the Awasikan Theatre, presented the play, “Awena Nena?”, (Who
am 1?) at that year's Winnipeg Fringe Festival. Having participated
in the inaugural international gathering of Native American gays
and lesbians in Minneapolis in 1988, the Nichiwakan Society
decided to host the third annual gathering outside of Beausejour.

A focal interest in coming together as gay people was to learn
more about our cultural identities and ceremonial practices, which
had not been passed to many of us. Vernon Paul approached
Elder Barbara Daniels, who eventually became our traditional
teacher. When she first met with us she didn’'t know we were
gay until we told her. She was surprised at first but told us that
her spirit name meant that she was a teacher and that was what
she would do with us. Our theme for the gathering became

RED RISING MAGAZINE | 5

Piece written by Albert McLeod
(Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation & Métis community of Norway House)
in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 1 of 3).
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“IT WAS TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS AGO
THAT THE NAME ‘TWO-SPIRIT’ CAME”

“Spirituality in the 90's,” because we wanted to bring
our peers together to share what we knew from our
various languages, histories, cultures and regions.

A woman-centred activist event occurred that
summer as well. This protest led to the emergence
of the name Two-Spirit, which was eventually
introduced at the gathering that happened on
August 3-5, 1990. A First Nations woman had
set up a teepee on the corner of the Legislative
Grounds (Osborne and Broadway) to protest

the abusive power that her husband (a Band
official) had wielded in separating her from

her children. She fasted in the teepee for

days and many women from the Winnipeg
community would come and support her
through the day and night. Myra was
one of them, and one night the name
Two-Spirit came to her and her partner
Ginette. Later, on a hot afternoon at
the gathering, a circle of eighty people
spoke about the teaching of respect.
During this time, a red-tailed hawk
hovered over us as the name was
introduced. The gathering itself was
tumultuous and grand at times as
we explored our life-experiences,
ceremony, teachings, and our
fears and anxieties. Over one-
hundred  Two-Spirit  people
came from every corner of
North America and | believe
this constellation of gifted spirits
helped us open a doorway into the
spiritual realm to receive the gifts
that are meant for us. Nazareth
Therriault built our sweat lodge at
the site, near a place where sweat
lodges are still held to this day. At the

Piece written by Albert McLeod
(Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation & Métis community of Norway House)
in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 2 of 3).
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«pnS BEVERLY LITTLE THUNDER SAID AT

B e
THE GATHERING, WE ARE SPECIAL”

|

closing ceremony, Chrystos, an American Indian poet,
read her poem, “Untitled” (a give-away poem), in which she
described one of the gathering’'s most powerful ceremonies:
“| give you the moon shining on a fire of singing women".

The name Two-Spirit was quickly embraced by many Queer
Indigenous groups across North America and has become
a cultural phenomenon. At the outset, | believe that it
described the source of our creation: the spirits of our parents
who gave us life. Some people assume that it reinforces a
colonial concept of binary gender (male and female) and
that it causes confusion about how a person can have two
spirits. But now, after many years of reflection, its meaning
has become malleable and mysterious, and it continues to
evolve and resonate for me. Today, | believe that the Two-
Spirit name (whoever or whatever it refers to) is about the
depth of strength that we possess to be who we are, and to
carry a name brought to us from the spiritual realm. Today,
almost all First Nations in Canada have replaced their colonial
names with traditional names in their language. And we, Two-
Spirit Indigenous people, are aligned with the spirit-naming
and re-naming practices of our cultures - an important
aspect of decolonization and Indigenous resurgence. As
Beverly Little Thunder said at the gathering, “We are special.”
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Piece written by Albert McLeod
(Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation & Métis community of Norway House)
in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 3 of 3).
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place. (The day school in St. Laurent is the reason my mother never taught my sisters
and | the Michif language.) | used the education system to create space for myself to
learn about relationships between Métis people and ceremonies; eventually, this would
Iead me to learn about Two-Spirit people in Creation.

DISCONNECTION/RECONNECTION TO CEREMONY AND TWO-SPIRIT SACREDNESS

Through my doctoral research, | learned that in the early 1800s, priests in “Manitoba”
WEre upset that Métis people called themselves Catholic but also participated in “La
Grande Médicine” (Midewiwin lodge). | uncovered ways that the British/Canadian
SOVernments disconnected Métis from our First Nations cousins and ceremonies:
refusing to sign treaties with Métis, excluding Métis from registered Indian status,

Indoctrinating Christianity via education (day/residential schools) and child welfare

Excerpt from Chantal Fiola’s (Red River Métis) piece
“We’ve Always Been Here: Two-Spirit People in the Midewiwin Creation Story”
in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 1 of 2).
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Excerpt from Chantal Fiola’s (Red River Métis) piece
“We’ve Always Been Here: Two-Spirit People in the Midewiwin Creation Story”
in Red Rising Magazine, Issue 7 (2017) (page 2 of 2).

Red Rising Collective. (2017). Red Rising magazine issue 7 Two-Spirit. M2018-013.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22494.

For more on Two-Spiritidentities, read Marie Laing’s zine
Two-Spirit: Conversations with Young Two-Spirit, Trans and Queer Indigenous
People in Toronto or watch this video by Ma-Nee Chacaby, writer of
A Two-Spirit Journey: The Autobiography of a Lesbian Ojibwa-Cree Elder.
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There were many dedicated and intelli-
gent doclors and lay people who contrib-
uted much to medicine during the early
years of health care in Upper Canada, A
startling example was Dr. [ames Miranda
Barry, After a busy and distinguished
carcer throughout the world, this small,
delicately built. unassuming doctor was
appointed Inspector General of Hospitals
in the Canadas in 1857. Dr. Barry found
serious sanitary problems in the military
posts at Kingston and Toronta as well as
Quebsc. In one instance. Lroops were
using the wrine tubs to wash in and were
developing eye infections as a result.

Dr, Barry's advanced ideas about sanita-
tion and health led to changes in sewage
and drainage systems. The doclor intro-
duced waler pipes in place of the wells
that froze in the winter and recommended
changes n diet which provided more
fresh meal in place of salt pork and boiled
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Bovame Tormio Gemeral Hos-
bl ar DE34 wuts fursd i
ot e dine marti el sonwr
of Kirr anlf fetane Strcels
Fundnd dyr tiwr Logeal and
Putvilic Siwietyy of Uppar
Camada I dwo-staney rod
fragle el s e
ket froun 1825 fa
1825

D Christaghier Widnirr
phaged o Rouding role in the
estapdishnaent of York Gereral
Hagprtal, and was considered
the fatlser of sungery in Upper
Cumadit. He s at meneber o
the first Mndica! Lacensing
Board Dreroit e fjecies -
modietely fllowsug the War
of 1812 e wats one of e
S quunfified dxtews e Yok

Widespread drunkenness among the
troops was thought to stem from a lack of
separate accommodations for married
men and their families, The doctor sug-
gested that a room for each family would
diminish the problem of intemperance.

Dr. Barry called for libraries with a good
selection of books for the soldiers.

In 1859, the climate and overwork
forced Dr. Barry to return to England. The
docior died in 1865, and only then was
the deep secret of Dr. James Miranda
Rarry discovered. She was a woman!

Disguised as a young man. she had
enrolled at Edinburgh University in 1809
at the age of 10, By her decision to dedi-
cate her life to medicine. a profession that
was not accessible to women in the early
19th Century, Dr. Barry had sacrificed
both family fife and close friendships.

O, Jarses Mirandu Barry,

of Haspitals in the Canadas
in 1857, When she died in
1865, 1t wus dliscovered that
i wns @ wonm.

By the time of her death, Dr. Barry had
been joined in the health care field by
such devoted women as Florence Nightin-
gale and her nurses of the Crimean Hos-
pitals.

Dr. Barry had not been alone in her con-
cern about sanitation and the purity of
drinking water in the mid-1800's, As a
result of filthy living conditions and con-
tamination, the colony and much of the
western world had been ravaged by
cholera.

In 1832, the first major cholera epidemic
struck the young colony of Upper Canada.
It had been preceded by outbreaks of
smallpox and malaria. and. in 1829, by an
epidemic of measles that left many chil-
dren dead. But cholera was virulent and
highly infectious, a killer like no other.

who became busprcior General

Excerpt from Ontario Ministry of Health Annual Report 1981-82. In its Annual Report commemorating
one hundred years since the formation of the Ontario Ministry of Health, the Ministry included short
biographies of a number of people who made important contributions to medicine and public health in the
province, including James Barry. Watch this video from the BBC for more on Dr. Barry.

Ontario Ministry of Health. (1981-1982). Ontario Ministry of Health Annual Report 1981-82: A Century of
Caring. Barry, James Miranda Stuart, 1795-1865 (Canada) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile353.
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Key Events

No specific date: Before colonization, Indigenous peoples living in what we now call North
America had a variety of terms in their own languages to describe people who were attracted to
people of the same gender or whose gender was outside of the binary. American anthropologist
Sue-Ellen Jacobs studied 99 Indigenous Nations and found that there were historical references to
same-sex attraction in 88 of them; twenty of these specifically made reference to women who are
attracted to other women. While some Nations denied the existence of queerness and transness in
their communities, in many others, queer and trans people had been accepted as healers, teachers,
caregivers, and visionaries.

1533: England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization,
this law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

1857: Dr. James Miranda Barry was appointed Inspector General of Hospitals in Upper Canada. Dr.
Barry helped advance medical knowledge and living conditions at a time when outbreaks of cholera,
smallpox, and malaria were widespread in the area. He had been assigned female at birth but had
lived as a man for most of his life. After Dr. Barry’s death in 1865, the results of his post-mortem
examination, including his assigned sex, were made public.
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Emergence of Queer and Trans Identities (1910s-19505)

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes.
A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group
member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

* Lookatthe list of important dates in the envelope. In these four decades, there is a combination
of queer/trans community-building (Les Mouches Fantastiques) and resistance (Jim Egan’s
letters) and queer/trans silencing (Nazi internment of gay men in concentration camps). Why
do you think community-building and resistance were so important during that period? What
does community-building and resistance look like now?

* Jim Egan wrote letters decrying discrimination against homosexuals for around fifteen years.
Why do you think this was so important to him and to others? What are some of ways that you
see queer and trans activists using their voices today?

* Ifyou had to summarize what the 1910s-1950s were like for queer and trans people, what
would you say?
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[ Les Mouches Fantastiques 03

A BI-MONTHLY PUBLICATION DEVOTED TO THE ARTS

ELSIE GIDLOW and ROSWELL GEORGE MILLS, Editors
27 MeGill College Avenue, Montreal, Que., Canada

VYOL. II MARCH 1920 ' NQO. 1

LATE AUTUMN AFTERNOON

TO REGINA.

Grey, fingered with flickering threads of light;
Silence, broken by restless quavers of music.
Greyness, music, a fragile peace;

4 playing thought of slumber.

And on my lips faintly disturbing fingers,

And at my heart, Love’s hand, like a child’s hand,

Stirring me half awale.

—ELSIE GIDLOW

EDITORIAL

ES MOUCHES FANTASTIQUES recom-

mences, after a meditative silence, as

an unprejudiced publication devoted to art

and artists modern and not modern, young

and old, and to life as it is related to art
and artists.

Art is not apart from life, butintimately
and vitally conjoined with it. 1f, in fact,
the words “‘art' and *‘life” were not so
persistently misused by so madny of those
emploving them, one could say without
fear of misinterpretation, Life is art, art is
life; but it seems that only life's more vul-
gar manifestations are accepted as wverit-
able life and that art is commonly visual-
ized as unreality, an extraneous growth
that life would be infinitely more comfort-
able without, (perhaps it would be more
comfortablel); or else as some delicately
woven thing remote from life and irrecon-
ciliably divided from it, Wheras, in truth,
art and life are interwoven.

They who assert that only the vulgar-
ities of life are its realities, its crudities
fruth, its commonplaces beauty, have yet
to discover the sanguinary, unsatisfied
pulse that leaps in the covered depths of

_Jife’s breast like a seeking youth-passion.
- But evidently they areincapable of discov-

ery. They can never be beautys pilgrims.
Hundreds of thousands live and speak
as though art were all silver and scentand
impossibility, and life a melange of labor,
propagation and eating. With what have
thev covered their eyves and ears? With
what have they stifled and choked the
great songs of their being 7 Someone may
reply to this by telling me that humanity
is becoming more utilitarian and, conse-
guently, utilitarianism is the great and
revered god. | know this. [ know that
utilitarianism is a requisite and good foun-
dation. But it is only afoundation. What
of the structure? There are those who
labor at the structure, serene-faced, with
laughter in their souls; those who work
feverdly in devil-driven abandonment; and
those who play vet, curiously, add by their
play much to the beauty. But below all
these is the mass that toils at the foun-
dation. Perhaps it is best that it should
know nothing of the structure—and yet!
Even while realizing that devotedness to
art is for the few, | sometimes wonder if it
would not add ashade of greatness and
refinement to the many if they had only a
little appreciation for and understanding
of life’s noblest self expression.—E. A.-G.

Editorial from a 1920 issue of Les Mouches Fantastiques, run by Elsie Gidlow and
Roswell George Mills and thought to be the first queer publication in Canada.

Gidlow, E. & Mills, R. G. (1920). Les mouches fantastiques, Issue 2(1).
Mouches Fantastiques Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile2 7298.
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4

Elsa Gidlow

{Continued from page 1)

Elsa has been a feminist since the age of
fourteen. Yes—that was in 1212! She read in the
Canadian newspapers about the struggles of
the Pankhursts and other suffragists in Great
Britain during that pericd, and she observed
first band the tragic lives of the women "in
household worlds"” around her.

Yet Elsa is not a separatist. Sheer imprac-
ticalily aside, she sees separalism as counte-
productive; and on a personal basis, thinks
that excluding anyone on the basis of sex is an
unnecessary denial of some of life’s rich ex-
periences.

One of these “'rich experiences” was her
close friendship with Alan Walls, writer and
lecturer an philosophy (particularly Zen), who
dedicated his autobiography to her. He de
scribes his first meeting with her: “Superfi-
cially, she suggested thal she was a very re-
speclable and demure maiden lady, bul some-
one had put raven’s blood in her mother's milk.
She wore a cloak and a solt velvet berel, and
had a knowing smile . .. ." [/n My Own Way,
1972, Pantheon Books, N.Y.). Although he was
16 years her junior, he had the idea of a roman-
tic affair with Elsa, but found soon enough that
this was not to be.

In her communitly of Druid Heights, Elsa's
“support group,” she is the only lesbian. Al
though she does nol hide, she wears no plac-
ards and seldom offers personal information.
She considers it unkind. even arrogant, lo
thrust one’'s sell unasked on people unless
some alear purp S0 is to b served.

Elsa did noi have a “coming out” in the
sense of a revelation or a ma of passage. She
was born a lesbi:n and has always boen a les-
bian: it was just a question of the gradual un-
folding. from awareness 1o consummation, of
an integral parn! of her being. “What needs lo
be understood is that erolic love belween
women is not a dewiation from some presumed
‘normal’  The lesbian, to use a designation
with an honorable history, 15 not a spoiled. fail
ed or diverted sc-called neterosexual woman
Meither is she a pseudo-male frustrated wilhin
female {lesh and bones—the lew who leel sp
arg frustrated by society s gnorance and per-
secution. She is from irth and perhaps pre-
natally an essenlially difierent being with dif-

ferenl needs and det 35, She is constituled as
she 15 because Natu: - has made her 5o, After
lifelong meditation - the matter (f am 74
years old as this is aitten), alter observation
ang discussion with nthars who do not fit the
crude male-famale ¢ tegories, plus wide read-
ing, | will go a ste. further and say, Nature
needs (he lesbian as che is. She needs me as |
am. (Ask No Man FPardon, The Philosophical
Signiticance of Being Lesbian, 1975, Druid
Heights Books)

Elsa formed the habil carly, from neces-
sity, of independent thought. No educational
system told her what to be or how to be — she
was required Lo figure it all out {or herself. Her
foremost feeling of difference was as a cre-
ative person; her foremost dilliculty was find-
ing ways to support herself, and others at
times, as an unskilled woman. The "problem”
of being a lesbian did not presen! itsell as
such to her; on the conlrary, she always lound
it liberating.

Since Elsa has always lound her own way,
she is uncomforiable discussing issues fram-
ed in today's “movement” languaye--she re-
sists being filled inlo ¢lichds and catch
phrases, Too firm adherence to ANY ideas
seems limiting to her, and she is no more will-
ing to accept limits now, at 81, than she was as
a young woman. For example, she bristles at
being called a lesbian poet. Why a LESBIAN
poet? As lor aging, she's been “aging” since
the day she was born, has she not?

“...1do naot find the years to be a burden.
In some ways one can say, the worsl is over.
Existence is a surprise package, each unwrap-
ping rovuals scomaolhing fresh to wonder ot 1Lis
well worthwhile having had the successive and
altering perspeclives the years and decades
made possible. So much mellows out. You lind
yoursell aimost without affor! loving without
grasping, enjoying without attachment.”
(Women, Vol. IV, #4, Aging, 1976)

Women have now bean “discovered.”
Lesbians have been “discovered ™ Elsa gets
many requasts to sprak o groups. o make ap-
pearances, mosl recently for the Phil Denahue
TV show {refused). She accepts very few mnve
tations, jealously guarding her remaining tme
s$o that she may continue her work — which,
after all, only she can do. She fools a deep
sense of commilment to younger women.

however, and alincugh she never intended o
write about her life, their persistent questions
have led her to ~iite her aulobiography.

“How had ! curvived? What could | say to
make it real? To bwild a bridge from my exper-
ience 1o theirs? It was then | began to raalize
that to write about my lile might be a sort of
obligation; lo provide perhaps the encourage-
ment that was nol given 1o me. The giving of
bare facts did not answer their hungers.” (So-
journer, 8180, Living the Poetic Life)

Cne chapler, including the introduction,
has been published in the abovementioned So-
journer. Another two chapters appeared re-
cently in Issue #6 of FEMINIST STUDIES, U. of
Maryland. The first valume (to age 21) is ready
for publication and Elsa is working on the 2nd
volume with her editor, Abigail Hemslreet.
{Abigail, a delightful young woman in her 30s,
will accompany Elsa lo Los Angeles for Lhe
Award Dinner.}

From Elsa's introduction (Sojourner) |
am the fish darting through weedy waler. Can
you be sure itis a lish? Can ! be sure that what
| write is true? Or does it matter? If the hame of
the fish is Elsa, then this book which is the
water through which she swims musi be Elsa
as well. The past is an unsupported assump-
tion. What | see now 15 the “the past” does not
exist. 1 cannot present {o you a child. a girl, a
woman maluring and aging. | cannot give you
an Elsa through her struggles, antainments,
despairs, ecstasies. and pretend she is the ac-
tuatity of how it was. | cannot dig hack and
bring you the truth of a life. | can only invite
you into my now. it | am skilful enough and
you have the interest to come along. | may
share with vou what ingers 1 this now of what
appears to have taken plase then. For the in-
fant fumbling for a nipple birthed the woman,
now 80, who wriles these words, 18is only from
her here and now that we may be an'e o ex
piore the way. | offer it 1o you, nui as a role
moge!, bul merely as a story of another way of
swaimmung. May it encourage you lo dive.
Come into my houwse and garden and let us
begin”

Elsa’s works have been around & ibng ime
—she was not born yastorday, Trouble (s, mmost
of us were, in 3 sense. Flan o come o the
Awearct Dinner (it 1sn’t (o be missed’. and to
events planned during that week Tcll your
frionds. Elsa Gidlow 15 2 woman you' It waint (0
ERow

Ohace

Excerpt from “Elsa Gidlow to be Honored February 14,” published in the December 1980/January 1981

issue of Southern California Women for Understanding, a bi-monthly newsletter.

Southern California Women for Understanding. (1980, Dec./1981, Jan.)
“Elsa Gidlow to be Honored February 14.” Southern California Women for Understanding 4(6).
Gidlow, Elsa, 1898-1986 Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile27298.
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A rare text by Magnus Hirschfeld from 1930, translated by some as The Sexual History of the World War.

Hirschfeld, M. (1930). Sittengeschichte des weltkrieges : ergainzungsheft = Sexual history of the world war :
supplementbooklet. M2015-047. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue7280.
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Hirschyfeld vers 1925,
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Portrait of Magnus Hirschfeld (1868-1935), German sexologist and advocate for queer and trans rights.
Hirschfeld’s works (along with those of his colleagues at the Institut fur Sexualwissenschaft) were some of the
first to be destroyed during the Nazi book burnings of 1933.

Hirschfeld, M. (1930). Sittengeschichte des weltkrieges : erganzungsheft = Sexual history of the world war :
supplement booklet. M2015-047. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue7280.
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Photo of a t-shirt with the “silence=death” HIV/AIDS activist slogan and the pink triangle (on left);
photo of a button with the French slogan “silence=mort” and the pink triangle (on right).
Both from the US-based Silence=Death Project, 1980s-1990s.

Front; SILENCE = DEATH: Reverse; ACT UP Golden Gate. T Shirt. Catalogue number 61 CT.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link /artifacts4659.

Silence=Mort. Button. (1989). Catalogue number CB142.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link /artifacts5111.
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March 19, 1955 JUSTICE WEEKLY

Parliamentary Legislative Committee
Ignored This Letter From Homosexual
Suggesting Changes In Criminal Code

EDITOR'S NOTE — Following is the copy of a letter sent
some months ago by a champion of the homosexual fraternity
—himself a sex wvariant, of course—to the Parliamentary
Legislative Committee. This copy has been in the hands of
the Editor for some time but was not published before in
order not to influence the commiitee in any way in the event
it dealt with the suggestions outlined in the letter. As the
sender has not even received acknowledgment of this letter,
“Justice Weekly” feels its contents should be made known to
the general public. It should be explained here that this
publication takes no sides in this matter and is publishing this
letter in the interests of the general public, not forgetting, of
course, the homesexual minority.

Article in tabloid newspaper Justice Weekly from 1955. The letter that is being referenced
was written by James Egan and is on the next page.

Egan,J. (1955). Parliamentary Legislative Committee Ignored this Letter from Homosexual Suggesting Changes in Criminal Code.
Justice Weekly. James Egan fonds (“[Correspondence with the Legislative Parliamentary Committee],”
Fonds number FO110, Series 2). The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802.
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r. Salter leyden, 0.C.,

. Den Brown, Q.C.,

Merbiers of the Perliamentery Legisletive Commitiee,
Hovge of Commong,

Obtavus,

Gentlemens

The purnpose of this letier is o loy before your Comitise several
corments and svgpestlons for consideration regarding posslble changes or zmende
nments to that section of the Cansdisn Crimingl Code which deals with acts of
homosexmality belween mele pergens, I rafer specifically to Section 206, under
the heading "Cross Indecency®.

This law, as it etands to-day, periicularly in the light of our vastly
ivcressed sclentific kmowledge, iz both archide and entirvely wijust. lmok of the
‘present problem of homesexwalilty can be traced directly to the conditions that
heve been c¢reated by itids legislation thot mekes o criminael of & mon who does
no nore than follow the prompiinge of his imncrmost nature, Under Secticn 205
it is o eriminal offence, punisheble upon convietion by a barberic priscn term,
Por a homosexunl to engage in sex~releiions al any time during his lifee- regards
lese of clrcumstances. The history of the passage of the original Bill from

which, I undersiend, Section 206 was derived, would shou that the Tlouse ienbers
wera wdanbtly vnovave of the full dmpliecations in thedir legislation, and attached
hereto i the D1l story of this wmforbhmate event.

"~ As a detersent, the law is, and alweys will be 2 complete failwre. o
legel croggment is capable of e“aéicﬂni:’g cr suppressing the nsiurel dmpulses of
manking and in gpite of many yesrs of persectiimm, the homosexusle of the world
hava mrvivn(; %o live the only life possible for them, The lav may make the comme
ission of ncts of homosexualily more difficult to achieve, it does :not, hovever,
vrevent the comiission of such scts. It does, on the other hend, create several
deplopable corditions that are undenlably resporsible for the present sericus
state of affairs, For one, the lmouledpe that to nmevely give sxpression to
inborn tendencies, irradiceble, and irrepressible by those in vhom they occeur,
ie to commit a criminel offfence that is punlshsble by not only a prison férm
but 2lso by the scorn and rejectlon of family and friendse-- such knowledge is
meinly responsible for the nsrvous sirain ond emotional ins‘tabilit;' of many
horosesmiale, Further, this cruel lsu not onl} makes it possible for black~
mailers to exbori money from thousends of viciims every year wader thweal of
exposure, but by the severity with which i% is enforced hy the eovris, 1t actuslly
encovragss these viedous perasites to operafe thoir trade,

In any conpideration of this legislaticn 1t show® be realized that i
directly affects the 1lves of thousards of Canadien citizens-- not a mere handful
of sex~degencretes, bul ilousends of essentially decont, respectable men from
every soeial, econon:i.c, religious and intellectual level in the lend, Thelr
positlion in snciely ic o gro'-nwab, groious situatlon that can only worsen stealdily
unless steps are ‘tel'en 'by the aut orities in the near future to end the condite
ions Thot heve been erected by Sectlon 206w- uhich condiilons sre solely respone
s:tble Por any existing "pro‘b‘lem of honoseznality". The Negro "oroblem" wag created
by the white maj or*rh:r, She Jevish "problem™ wac created by the Gentile majomity
and the homosesrial Uproblen® i the ereation of the helorosexial majority-- who
alow can toke the necessary steps to bring this problem to & speedy end,.

Three-page letter from James Egan to Members of the Parliamentary Legislative Committee in 1955
about the section of the Canadian Criminal Code that refers to ‘gross indecency’ (page 1 of 3).
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There iz only onc possible solution and that lies in the intesraticn of ihe
homosexual minoriiy into our sociely and tholr acceptance by the heteresewwnl
wajority, judged solely on their worth as (homesexual) individusis who have a
valuable and unique contribution to offer thelr combry if permitied fo do so.
Sueh intagration can oenly take place with the aciive aid and co-oporation of
the authoritlas, with an enlighfened publie opinion and by the granting of full
civil rights (end £911 protection for those rights) to the homosemuel eltizenzy
of the Land,

The first step in this divection is the zbolition of the present anti-hono-
gemal legislation and i%s replacemont by sane, just and repliistic enaclwents
inder which it wold no longer be desmed a erininal offence for two mutually
consenting adulis 4o engage inzeny act of homosexuality in the privacy of their
rooms. lHowover, if a minor 1s Involved, if force is wmed or if the publie
decency is outraged, then a erive would have been cormitied that mmst be run-

shed with egual {but no grester) severity as for an equivalent offence of a
heterosesual nature,

Such legislation alrsady exists in many Eurcpean countries, snd in 1949,
afber an sxiensive investigation into "The Griminal Law and Sepual Ciffendersh
the Joint Commitiee on Psychdatry snd the Law, appoinfed by the British Medieal
Aszociation and the lagistrate's Asscelation, made the following recormendationt
"The Committee wonld like {o see an early official inquiry into the advisibility
of the Mnglish lav beling brought into line with Continental law in respect of
the private beh@wkd of consenting adwlis,

Tffect this cliange, and the pouer of the blacimailer is at ones removed, The
henosexugl would no longer beeome a criwined for engaging in a form of aetivity
that is as essential to his plysical and spiritusl well-being as is equivalent
acliivity ecuaily cesential to the wellsbelng of sny normsl mam, Thus the Piret
step would have been ftaken touard the eventualadmiesgration of the hemosexual.,

Simulieneously, all metheds of commmmicaiion shovld be opensd to a free and
full discussion of every zspecht of houosexual¥ty. This would evenbuaily lead %o
the enlighiened public opinilon that is essentlal te the abolition of discrimine
atien and intolerence directed agpinst any minority group. o legitimate object=-
ion can be put forward Lo the suggested change as outlined above. Sceisty has
both the right and the duty do mainiein leus for the protedifom of its members,
but it does not have the righi to enfores lows that make 1ife s living hell for
thovsands of imocent nen, the abolition of which laws could affect ne one but
howosexvels, and these only for the betier.

Mueh of the difficuliy experienced in dealing with homosexuolity in the past
con be treced to the veluctance of the investigsling commiliess to either ablempd
to see the probiien from the vlewpoint of the homozemal or do zdopt an unblased,
realistic attitude toward the wiole metter. lo such body can aid in working out
«g-solution to the problems of a minority group when they embazk upon thelr study
in g thorouskly prejudiced frave of mind, Regardless of the reluctence with
whiich the Tactsis accepted, 1T nevertheless remgins a fact that there are no less
than 6,000,000 active, white, adult homosexusls in the United States and Conada,
It chould be appavent that these indiwviduale will not suppress a vilal nrge~~ the
gratification of which can Go harm to no one~= in obedisnce te & Imw that is
enforced by sociely, not for its protectlon, but rather indeference to rrejudice,
bige and certoin antiqualed ecelesiasitical enacitments.

Three-page letter from James Egan to Members of the Parliamentary Legislative Committee in 1955
about the section of the Canadian Criminal Code that refers to ‘gross indecency’ (page 2 of 3).
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Tn every thinTing homosexuel, the attitude of geclety is vlierly snjust, Iis

Joe ond *ec..‘t“ent of the invert combine to drive hin 4o a (in neny cas ses) sordid
ané deploreble woy of Iife, snd then sociedy noints to his posiltien {(to uhich 1t
ke driven him) os ,m.,tif:r.ce‘icm for further punitive action end harsher trestment,
He feele thot as long as he Iives his private 1ife according thelil dicatabte of
his nature, deos not molest minors, does not ovivege publlic decency, ete., then
hig vrdvate 1ife gho-ld be solely a molter of concerm to him alone and decidedly
not within the vealn of theove "“"'ﬂrs thnt cove wider the jurisdiction of the
arthorities or npon vhieh society as a whols has t“e right to judpe or condemm,

The sexval side of a hovoszmial’e 12%e m 227y by many, be deomod sinfvl, Immoral,
remllen‘l;, abe,, but by no possiblc streteh of the L\z S'm ion can it lecltimate

217 be deseribed as "exdninal¥e-~ noty eertoindy, .: Thin 2 1 word
os 3% is generally wmderstood, Inow _ela:xi“g the law as sugge..ue;... m)GVB » adequate
‘&ro*":c'l’.im eon bo provided for minomc and soclety while at the same time the

extiel. 1g Toee to folleu, what is fer bim, o normel wey of life.

b=k
3
D IS
u

ealistie and fwmave legislation end the aboliiion

of the '-"*c\sr"\'t: ernsl e vnjuct low con oor soeciely hope to egesne the eveniual
iudrement and condermation of an enlichiened felure, The hemeseiucl does not ask
for nworal Ilcense or dlspensatlon fron the lavs of the cotntry aimoly becouse o
g a howcsexiel, U asks nething nore than is his democratic right-= the oppor-
wnity S0 live Lis Life with dipnity and fesedom, with full oivil righis and
dequate mrohection for those »iphts, the chmmee e contribute to the welfare of
g -:'r'.":'l"r'-.- an a eitizen on sovel footing “um}m"z-, one vhoge value
1:111 be judr-ﬂ. solely on his worth s an ind ividunl and not, o8 ol present,
condermed owheof~hand as & merber of & desrﬂ sec¢ snd ridiculed mivority group.

T4 45 alnost imbelisveble thaet sveh a p:.c,. Tor Justiice is necessery in on other-
vine frae and denecratic cownbryr thet subsorities to the temente of the Inteornation-
ol Doclaration of Pt R iphtgestnrt wioge treninent of ite homos~zuals is in
diapetric orvosition to 4 Tary some tensmis,

Only by the adonidon of real
uak

5]

ol

]

1 conaideration vfoshe Comittoe of the sngrestions ond cormonts
- s T2y I pinecarely trusi, lead to a hapeier way of life for
xds of ma dlan eitizens, and, oo i ot ermviinrs in the past, show the

A

wey to other countries tovard o better vorld for all maniin

Very truly vowrs,

James Lgan,

Three-page letter from James Egan to Members of the Parliamentary Legislative Committee in 1955
about the section of the Canadian Criminal Code that refers to ‘gross indecency’ (page 3 of 3).

Egan, . (1960, March 12). [Egan writing to newspapers and magazines]. James Egan fonds. F0110-02-006.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802.

2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms | 77


https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/egan-letter-to-parliamentary-legislative-committee.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802

HUSH MAR 12 1960 APOLOGIZE TO HOMOS i?t\

“Siry IF "Truth is mighty and will prevail®™ it will

i

\ 1]
obviouwsly do so in spite of the efforts of Hush - at least

insofar as the subject of homosexuality is concerned.

If a more distorted, error—laden, viciouﬁ,hyaterical
diatribe of pure venom has ever been printed than your

article "Homos Can He Dangermuﬁ"(Feh 27, 1?&@) I have not
o Compae
read it. ° M\ men such as Gielgud, Tchaikofsky (or Gide,
L

Housman, Whitman, Shakespeare or Michelangelo and ?iggg#)
with e ones who tavish wow @ and 4

wanesdunsanaas-s0matimes kill children is to carry sheer

. a g zwﬂ‘\ai
idiocy entirely too far. I suggest teo the man who

plecee Fhaororglals
wrote thi%1&a gick and néeds’ medical attention.

vy Comple (el
many omphe bel

Without attempting to answer each of the, eroneous

: G X A
althavgia every oqe

Yok Thee Nawve beey wlehohed w

o
ma\th@ past five years 'or so, a number of Qnmmision ancl
Eommittee reports: Roman Catholic Committee on

Homoseswal ily and Froslitution, Report of the Moral Welfare

Courcil of the Church of England, FReport of the American Law

Society and the recent Wolfenden Committee Report -in each

2t
case (and a numbers of others neot mentioned) the findings of
" A
Bodi ey L _ _
these have heen in diametric oppositon to the

sentiments and statements expressed in yowr "Homos Can Be
Dangerous" article.

. . : < ; |
Since the findings of the variouws bodies were basejupon

poidreda of
testimony from the most distinguished experts in their

statements{ whisel could be demnlished with ease) :i:vjﬁﬁi?ﬁﬁ¢iu PD!HQ

Letter from James Egan to Hush magazine in 1960. Egan wrote many letters to magazine and

newspaper editors—as well as political figures and Parliamentary Committees—challenging their discrimination

against, and unfair treatment towards, gay, lesbian, and bisexual communities (page 1 of 2).
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Varia}uﬂ ﬁimldg;it seems reasonable to assume that the
conclusion were, at least to a considerable extent, valid.
Thus, publication of ticle a - i { \
=] " e an articl such as yvouwrs-entirely afa;_T-QW Hﬂ_g
h{nﬂ\d.“\hﬂ\ﬁn the homosexrual —i= an insult to the
intelligence of any of youwr readers with a vestige of sanﬁa,&ﬂ{ﬁ
#2 indicates, on vouwr part, an \f&%ekn- disregard and
a@?onment af all editoerial responsibility and ethics. The
least you could do would be to read a copy of the Wolfenden
Report and then print an apology to the homosexual égé%gﬁlxa
for any further harm yowr vicious article may have caused,
or . are youw in the least bit interested in printing the
tr?th as you so loudly claiqéizf it means giving up the
E%%;ing of a minority to titillate the aﬁ%tites of those

really *guesr? folk who enjoy the sufferings of others?

James Eagan

BeamsvilleJDntariB

T € dhe shee -{\::"r)

& § e

Letter from James Egan to Hush magazine in 1960. Egan wrote many letters to magazine and
newspaper editors—as well as political figures and Parliamentary Committees—challenging their discrimination
against, and unfair treatment towards, gay, lesbian, and bisexual communities (page 2 of 2).

Egan,]. (1960, March 12). “[Egan writing to newspapers and magazines],” James Egan fonds. FO110-02-006. The ArQuives:
Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22802.
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Key Events

1918: The first Canadian LGBTQ+ publication, an underground mimeographed magazine called
Les Mouches Fantastiques, was published by Elsa (Elsie) Gidlow and Roswell George Mills in
Montréal; they later moved to New York City.

1919: Magnus Hirschfeld, a sexologist and sexual reformer, opened the Institut fiir
Sexualwissenschaft (Institute for Sexual Science) in Berlin-Tiergarten, Germany. The Institut
provided counselling and treatment for “physical and psychological sexual disorders” and for what
Hirschfield called “sexual transitions” for “homosexuals, transvestites, and hermaphrodites.”

No specific date: Leading up to and during the Second World War, homosexuals, along with
Jewish, Polish, and Romani people, were interned in Nazi concentration camps. Gay men were
forced to wear pink triangles on their uniforms. Later, the pink triangle became a symbol for the
gay liberation movement. Some lesbians were made to wear black triangles, classifying them as
“asocial,” although this was not as common.

1947: Alfred Kinsey, an American biologist, entomologist, zoologist, and sexologist, formed the
Institute for Sex Research at Indiana University. His studies, published as the Kinsey Reports,
found that approximately 10% of men and 2-6% of women were homosexual.

1949: Jim Egan, one of Canada’s first gay activists, began writing letters to newspaper editors
and politicians in response to their homophobia and anti-gay discrimination. He continued his
letter-writing for around fifteen years.
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Queer and Trans People and the Law

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes.
A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group
member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?
*  You’'ll notice thatalot of these laws focused on homosexual men. Why do you think that is?

*  Whatissues did activists have with partial decriminalization? Why do you think people
continued to be arrested after partial decriminalization?

*  When did Canada legally prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation?
Gender identity and gender expression? Why do you think there is a gap between the dates
of these events?
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association for soclal knowledge

P o box 4277 vancouver 9 be

—dsplember 1964 Vol, 1, No, 6,

THE HORMDSEXUAL IN CONFLICT

"The myth and mieccnoeption with which homosexuality has so long b
clothed must be cleared sway, not to gondoms it but to cope vinfh ;:n‘

-"Li%e" magazine (June 26, 1964)-

Excerpt from ASK’s September 1964 newsletter. The Association for Social Knowledge (ASK)
was Canada’s first gay rights group and formed in the early 1960s. Text on the page reads: “ The homosexual in
conflict... with the law,” followed by a quote from Life magazine: “ The myth and misconception with which
homosexuality has so long been clothed must be cleared away, not to condone it but to cope with it.”

The Association for Social Knowledge. (1964, September). ASK Newsletter. LGBTQ Serials.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12073.
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MOMENT IN TIME

JUNE 27, 1969
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HUMAN BEINGs
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Gay-rights activists demonstrate on Parfiament Hill in August, 1971, THE CANADIAN PRESS

DECRIMINALIZATION
OF HOMOSEXUALITY
IN CANADA

t was never illegal to be gay in Canada before
1960, but it was illegal to have gay sex. That
changed, sort of, when then-federal justice min-
ister (and later prime minister) Pierre Trudeau
declared, “There is no place for the state in the bed-
rooms of the nation.” Trudeaw’s reference was to the
omnibus bill, officially called RBill C-1s0, which made
major changes to the Canadian Criminal Code. That
bill became law when it was given royal assent on
this day so years ago. As well as changing the laws
on abortion and contraception, Bill C-150 decrimi-
nalized homosexual acts between consenting

adults in private. The reforms did not eliminate two
criminal aspects of same-sex sexual activity - anal
intercourse and gross indecency - but added the ex-
ception for “any two persuns, each of whom is 21
years or more of age, both of whom consent to the
commission of the act” Clinical, legal language,
with a strict definition of privacy, but it was a huge
step forward for Canada's LGETQ community. Still,
the fight for gay rights is not over. In at least 7o coun-
tries, it is still illegal to be gay, sometimes punisha-
ble by death.

PHILIF KING

Photo of protestors at the We Demand demonstration on August 28, 1971.

The Canadian Press (1971). Gay-rights activists demonstrate on Parliament Hill
in August, 1971. (1971). Canada. Parliament. Bill C-150 Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile23119.
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Tvo years ago the Criminal Code Amendments came into effect. After
months of debate, during which ignorant Members of Parliament amused
themselves making anti-homosexual jokes and vaunting their religious and
sexist bigotry, sexual acts berween persons over 21 were made not illegal in
private. This did nothing to ameljorate the situation of Canadian
homosexuals. This merely brought the law into line with police practice.

In October of the same year, the Canadian homophile movement was revived
with the formation of the University of Toronto Homophile Association.
Beginning with eight people in one association, we’re now thousands of men
and women in many groups right across Canada and we're here today to
assert our rights and make our demands. We're no longer willing to quietly
give thanks for a few crumbs begrudgingly given us by our own government.
We're here to demand full equality.

For thousands of years homosexuals have been the scapegoats of anti-
homosexual societies. Throughout Canadas history our sisters and brothers
have been thrown in jail, hounded into hospitals, forced to hide and pass for
straight, conforming to other people’s prejudices. Even today Canadian
homosexuals are having their careers ruined, being kicked out of their
churches, having their children taken away from them, and being assaulted in
the streets of their own cities. What have we done to deserve all this violence
and hate? LOVE. All we want to do is love persons of the same sex and live
our lives as we decide for ourselves and for this we’re taught in our schools to
hate ourselves. We’re labelled sinful, criminal, and sick, and fired from our
jobs. No longer!

Today marks a turning point in our history. No longer are we going to
petition others to give us our rights as gifts. We're here to demand them as
equal citizens on our own terms.

Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill
of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971 (page 1 of 3).
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I0.

WE DEMAND

The removal of the nebulous terms “gross indecency” and “indecent act”
from the Criminal Code and their replacement by a specific listing of
offences, and the equalization of penalties for all remaining homosexual
and heterosexual acts; and defining “in private” in the Criminal Code to
mean a “condition of privacy”;

Removal of “gross indecency” and “buggery” as grounds for indictment
as a “dangerous sexual offender” and for vagraney;

A uniform age of consent for all female and male homosexual and
heterosexual acts;

‘The Immigration Act be amended so as to omit all references to
homosexuals and “homosexualism”;

The right of equal employment and promotion at all government levels
for homosexuals;

The Divorce Act be amended so as to omit all references to homosexual
acts as grounds for divorce; moreover in divorce cases homosexuality, per

se, should not preclude the equal right of child custody;

The right of homosexuals to serve in the Armed Forces, and therefore the
removal of provisions for convicting service personnel of conduct and/or
acts legal under the Criminal Code; further the rescinding of policy
statements reflecting on the homosexual;

To know if it is a policy of the Royal Canadian Mounred Police to
identify homosexuals within any area of government service and then
question them concerning their sexuality and the sexuality of others; and
if this is the policy we demand its immediate cessation and destruction of
all records so obrained;

All legal rights for homosexuals which currently exist for heterosexuals;
All public officials and law enforcement agents to employ the full force of

their office to bring about changes in the negative attitudes and de facto
expressions of discrimination and prejudice against homosexuals.

Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill

of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971 (page 2 of 3).
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Homosexual men and women in Canada are fed up with being the butt of
other people’s jokes.

We're fed up with the lack of basic respect due to all human beings.
We're fed up with having to hide to preserve our jobs.
We're fed up with having to hide to preserve our own freedom.

We're fed up with the genocide of gays fostered by psychiatrists using
medieval tortures to destroy us.

We're fed up with being discriminated against in employment, housing, and
the courts.

We're fed up with being arrested and harassed by police forces paid for by our
OWn taxes.

In fact, we're fed up with paying the price of other people’s hang-ups. No
longer are we going to accept the lie foisted on us that there is a homosexual
problem, There’s no homosexual problem in Canada. There’s a heterosexual
problem. It is they that have made the laws to protect themselves from us.
They’re the ones who employ the RCMP to identify us, isolare us, and evict
us from our jobs. They’re the ones who control the schools that teach hatred
of homosexuals, They're the ones who control the churches that label us
sinners. They're the ones who control the courts that label us criminals. No
longer!

We've come here today to assert our pride in ourselves. To say we’re
homosexual and proud of it. We're coming together and uniting to manifesc
our own power as Gays. Two million homosexual men and women in Canada
are watching us. We're going to show them it can be done, that we can go
anywhere we choose as homosexuals and as Canadian citizens with full civil
rights.

Gay is proud and Gay is good.

Let’s say it wherever we go.

‘ffk

Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill
of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971 (page 3 of 3).

Transcription of a speech delivered by Charlie C. Hill of Toronto Gay Action at the We Demand demonstration, August 28, 1971
(page 3 of 3). Hill, C. (1971). We demand ( a speech and a conference proposal). Toronto Gay Action. M2015-076. The ArQuives:
Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10832.
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Excerpt from an article published in The Body Politic (TBP), reprinted by the Committee to
Defend John Damien as part of a fundraising campaign for Damien’s legal defense.
In 1975, Damien was fired from his job at the Ontario Racing Commission for being gay.

The Body Politic. (1976, October). Money Needed Now for Damien’s Defense.
Committee to Defend John Damien Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https:

collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1166.
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Committee to Defend John Damien demonstration with Windsor Gay Unity, ca. 1975.

Committee to Defend John Damien / Windsor Gay Unity / Damien Day demonstration /
[Photograph]. [ca. 1975].1991-048/29P(01) 04P. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319.
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Chris Vogel of Gays for Equality introducing John Damien for a
University of Manitoba student union talk, ca. 1975.

Committee to Defend John Damien / Windsor Gay Unity / Damien Day demonstration /
[Photograph]. [ca. 1975]. 1991-048/29P(01) 02P. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319.
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v'in'l;a.nce of a sexual nature should be dealt with by the same laws
which deal with any kind of coercion or violence. The law should
not penalize sexual acts per se, but only acts where force has
been used. The State must entirely leave the bedrooms of the

nation.

C. BILL C-83 AND 'DANGEROUS (SEXUAL) OFFENDERS'

Legislation relating to 'dangerous sexual offenders' is perhaps
the most extreme example of the law's anti-sexval bias. Under
the existing 'dangerous sexual offender' legislation, when a
person is convicted under sections 144 (rape), 146 (sexual inter-
course with a female under 14 or between 14 and 16), 149 (indecent
assault on a female), 155 (buggery and bestiality), 156 (indecent
assault on a male) or 157 (gross indecency), or of attempting to
commit one of these offences, he/she may be put away for an

indeterminate period.

Bill 0;83. the amendments to the Criminal Code now before
the House of Commons, changes the terminology, but there is little
change in the impact of the Bi1l as regards 'sexual offenders'.

If anything, the proposed legislation, as will be seen later,

worsens the position of the 'sexual offender'.

Excerpt from The (Dangerous) Sexual Offender Legislation: A Call for Abolition, published by the National Gay
Rights Coalition c. 1976. Bill C-83, which was before the House of Commons at the time, would remove the
category of ‘dangerous sexual offender’ from the Criminal Code, but would add simply ‘dangerous offender’ in its
place. The National Gay Rights Coalition noted in their report that this category would likely continue to be used
to discriminate against queer people because its interpretation would be at the police’s discretion.

National Gay Rights Coalition. [ca. 1976]. The Dangerous (Sexual) Offender legislation: a call for abolition : a brief to the
Standing Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs, House of Commons, Parliament of Canada, during the study of Bill C-83.
M2001-071. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue6149.
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“The outcome that we seek is this — gay and lesbian people daring tegether to set love iree”
XTRA IS PUBLISHED BY PINK TRIARGLE PRESS, AT 491 GHURGH ST, SUITE 200, TORONTO M4Y 206

The mythology of G-150

s groundbreaking as Pierre
aTrudeau's hill to decriminalize gay

sex was, its restrictive approach
to gay sexuality ultimately constrained
more than liberated us.

0f course, that's easy for me to say.
| wasn't even born when Trudeau intro-
duced his omnibus bill and ensured its
passage through Parliament 40 years
ago.

| wasn't living a closeted
life, afraid to come out,
afraid to he my true self for
fear of being incarcerated
indefinitely as a dangerous
sexual offender.

| wasn't there,

But I'm here now and
| can't help but notice that
the Wolfenden Report upon
which Trudeau based his groundbreak-
ing bill was actually a homophobic

piece of sexual regufation that pushed

gay men into a narrow realm of private
immorality.

. When Trudeau backed the siate out
of the bedrooms of the nation, he did so
with the understanding that we shouid
not display our sexuality beyond our
bedroom doors. Bill C-150 wasn't about
liberating sexuality. It simply built a
roomier wing onto the closet. .

There's a “mythology” around
Trudeauw’s reforms, says gay historian
Gary Kinsman,

Bill C-150 offered only a partial
decriminalization of gay sex — only in
private, only between two men at a time
and only if they were at [east three years
older than the age of majority.

Trudeau’s bill drew its inspiration
and direction from the Brits’ Wolfenden
commitiee, which had been charged in
1954 with i ing the ting
subject” (as one member of the House
of Lords put it) of male homosexuality
and prostitution.

Its task: to find a more effective way
{0 regutate “sexual deviance.” lts solu-
tion:to separate the public and private
realms and use criminal law to preserve
public order and decency, while allow-
ing people to do whatever they want —
however immoral — in private.

The report was hardly gay-friendty.
Its writers explicitly refused to condone
homosexuality and expressed concern
about the “menace to boys” that home-
sexual men allegedly posed. Hence the
prohibition against any homosexual act

__invalving anyone under the age of 21.

As for any homosexuality found creep-
ing into the public realm, that was fo be
dealt with severely, the committee said,
urging police to vigilantly patro! “public”
spaces such as bathrooms.

Don’t get me wrong. Bill C-150's pas-
sage was significant. As Kinsman says,
it marked an enormous departure from
the “wholesale prohibition” against gay
sex that was in place previously.

it changed people’s fives. But it also
missed an important opportunity to
liberate sexuality. To this day the
path set by Wolfenden and Trudeau
gonstrains us.

The notion that we should keep
our sex private still affects us
profoundly, Kinsman says, peint-
ing for example to decades of gov-
ernment censorship of our sexual
images.

There’s “still a sense that you
can't really shew queer sex” in public,
he says.

Still, the bill’s passage had a per-
haps unintended effect on the emer-
gence of gay dommunity in Canada.
Gay men and leshians would not tol-
erate being relegated to the private
sphere, Bill -150's partial decriminal-
ization empowered people To gather,
o connect publicly, fo demand more.

Two years after Trudeau’s bill became
law Canada’s first gay rights demonstra-
tions were held simultaneously in Ottawa
and in Vancouver. Among the dem-
onstrators’ demands: remove “gross
indecency” and “buggery” as grounds
for “dangerous sexual offender” status
and equalize the age of consent for all
sex acts, including anal sex.

For Kinsman, the 1971 demonstra-
tions and subsequent gay resistance to
the post-bilt clampdoewn by police on gay
sex in “public” spaces like gay hars and
bathhouses marked the beginning of gay
liberation in Canada.

Should we take a moment to appreci-
ate Trudeau for his groundbreaking bill
and the courage it took to intreduse it?
Should we pay tribute to his contribution
to the emergence of our community?
Absolutely. )

Just remember 1o give credit where
it’s due: to the gay men and leshians who
had the courage to step out of the lim-
ited private sphere they'd been granted
and demand space in the public light.

Robin Perelle is managing editor o.
Xtra's sister publication, Xira West.

Newspaper clipping from 2009 critiquing Bill C-150 (partial decriminalization of homosexuality).

Perelle, R. (2009, May 21). The mythology of C-150. Xtra!.
Canada Parliament Bill C-150 Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile23119.
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Key Events

1533: England passed the Buggery Act 1533, making sodomy a capital offence. With colonization,
this law would also come to be enforced in Canada.

1869: Sodomy was no longer punishable by death, but could still bring a sentence of life in prison.

1892: ‘Gross indecency’ was listed as an offence in Canada’s newly created Criminal Code. While
sodomy, by definition, required penetration, gross indecency could include any non-procreative sex
acts (although it was almost exclusively applied to men who had sex with men).

May 1969: Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of
consent was older for gay people (atage 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual
acts also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present.
Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses,
continuing into the 2000s.

February 1975: John Damien, a racing steward for the Ontario Racing Commission, was fired
because of his sexual orientation. Damien sued his former employer but was not reinstated.

In addition to the wrongful dismissal suit, Damien also launched an appeal with the Ontario
Human Rights Commission (OHRC). At this time the Ontario Human Rights Code prohibited
discrimination based on sex (i.e., gender), but not sexual orientation. On June 21, 1977, the OHRC
recommended that the government amend the Code to include sexual orientation. During those
two years (and for many years after), the Committee to Defend John Damien actively worked to
raise money for Damien’s legal defence and to keep the public informed about the progress of the
case. Damien died of pancreatic cancer on December 24, 1986, before his case was resolved.

May 1975: The Southwestern Ontario Regional Conference of NDP Riding Organizations adopted
amotion put forward by Windsor activist Harold Desmarais to add the inclusion of sexual
orientation in the OHRC as part of their party platform.

September 1975: Doug Wilson, a graduate student in the University of Saskatchewan’s
Department of Educational Foundations, was informed that he could not supervise practice teachers
because of his work as a gay liberation activist. Although the university did not reinstate Wilson,

he received support from those in his program; the next year, he and three others formed a Gay
Academic Union.

October 1976: The Immigration Act of 1952 was repealed. Under this act, “homosexuals,
prostitutes, pimps, and other persons coming to Canada for immoral purposes” could be denied
entry or deported.
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December 1977: Québec passed an amendment to its Change of Name Act, allowing trans people to
obtain a change of name and gender in civil status registers.

January 1978: Judge Joseph McMahon ruled that Gail Bezaire, a lesbian who had previously been
married to and had children with a man, could only retain custody of her children if she “refrain|[ed]
from entering into another lesbian relationship while the children were living with her.”

February 1979: The Coalition for Life Together (CL T) was formed in response to the publication of
Life Together, a report recommending the inclusion of gay men, lesbians, disabled people, children,
elderly people, and formerly incarcerated people in the Ontario Human Rights Code.

May 1980: A trans woman named Miss D filed a complaint with the Québec Human Rights
Commission after she was denied service at a Montréal restaurant. The Commission found that the
restaurant owner had discriminated against Miss D on the basis of her sex and /or sexual orientation,
but she only received $500 of the $1000 that she had asked for in damages.

October 1985: The Parliamentary Committee on Equality Rights released a report titled
Equality for All, detailing high levels of discrimination against homosexuals in Canada. The
committee recommended that ‘sexual orientation’ be added to the Canadian Human Rights
Act; it would not be added for another ten years.

August 1987: Manitoba added ‘sexual orientation’ to its Human Rights Act. In 1974, Gays for
Equality (GFE) had first presented a brief to then-Attorney General Howard Pawley, calling for the
provincial government to amend the Act to protect gay people from discrimination. Pawley said
that although he thought such an amendment was necessary, other members of the NDP caucus
would likely not agree.

June 1993: The Supreme Court ruled that gays and lesbians could apply for refugee status on the
basis of their sexual orientation.

circa1993: The New Brunswick Coalition for Human Rights Reform published Within Reach:
Meeting the Needs of Gay and Lesbian New Brunswickers. The researchers surveyed 233 gay men,
115 lesbians, and 503 people working in the helping professions (including doctors and nurses,
psychologists, social workers, counsellors, and spiritual advisors) on the physical, mental, and
spirtual health needs of gays and lesbians. While many of the professionals surveyed wanted to
better serve gay and lesbian communities, they stated that they did not understand their needs. The
report recommended anti-homophobia and anti-heterosexism education initiatives to allow those
in the helping professions to develop more supportive practices.
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May 1995: In the case of Egan v. Canada, the Supreme Court dismissed their appeal to claim
spousal allowance under the Old Age Security Actafter having been in a relationship for
over forty years. However, this ruling had a silver lining for the 2SLGBTQIA+ community in
Canada, and was used when it was ruled that. “sexual orientation” must be read into the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms as grounds of discrimination. This decision was used as
precedent for many future cases of LGBTQ2+ discrimination.

May 1995: An Ontario judge found that the Child and Family Services Act discriminated against
people on the basis of sexual orientation. This only applied to cases of second-parent adoption,
in which one partner becomes a legal parent of the other partner’s biological or adopted child/
children; same-gender couples could still not adopt other people’s children.

August1995: Kimberley Nixon filed a Human Rights complaint against Vancouver Rape Relief &
Women’s Shelter for discriminating against her as a trans woman. Her case established in law that
discrimination on the basis of being trans is protected under the Human Rights Code, long before
Canadian laws were changed to reflect this.

June 1996:Bill C-33 (An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act) was passed, adding ‘sexual
orientation’ as a prohibited grounds for discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights Act.

May 1999: Following the Supreme Court’s ruling in M v. H that it was unconstitutional to exclude
same-gender couples from the definition of ‘common-law spouse,” Attorney General Jim Flaherty
introduced Bill 5 into the Ontario Legislature. While this effectively afforded queer couples the
same rights as straight common-law couples, the government voted to preserve the definition of
‘marriage’ as existing between one man and one woman.

January 2002: The Northwest Territories became the first jurisdiction in Canada to explicitly
recognize discrimination on the basis of gender identity in its Human Rights Act.

June 2002: Canadian citizens were allowed to sponsor their same-gender partners for immigration.
HIV-positive people could still be refused entry if they would “place excessive demands on
government services” ; HIV-positive people can still be denied entry to Canada on this basis.

June 2003: In Halpern v. Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled that the definition of
marriage as between one man and one woman violated section 15 of the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.
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July 2005: Bill C-38 (the Civil Marriage Act) was passed, making it a national right for same-gender
couples to marry.

2006: Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated that his government would introduce
amotion to “restore the traditional definition of marriage.” Although he didn’t follow through
on this, Harper and his party continued to vote against legislation protecting the rights of
2SLGBTQIA+ people.

2019: The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was already
permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario.

January 2022: Conversion therapy was banned at the federal level. Bill C-6 (An Act to amend the
Criminal Code [conversion therapy]) had been introduced in the previous Parliament, but largely
focused on conversion therapy involving children; the amendment called for the inclusion of
conversion therapy involving adults, as well.
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Historical and Contemporary Policing
of Queerness and Transness

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes.
A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group
member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

* Lookatthe list of important dates in the envelope. When was homosexuality partially
decriminalized? Why do you think people continued to be arrested after partial
decriminalization?

* In 2016, Black Lives Matter protested police involvement in Toronto Pride. How does
policing disproportionately affect (queer and trans) Black and Indigenous people and other
people of colour?

* How have queer and trans communities attempted to hold police accountable for these acts
of violence?
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What to do when
arrested

'_-or__...'

What now 3
my " Iove ?

AB’ in maut“ démocratm countries, the” Gal‘ladiari sYBteﬁ1 dfj sﬁc’e
. presumeb y&i'to be innotent until proven’ g’hﬂt’y ‘Howkv€¥,” ‘thers ire
-fnany agpects and technicalities regarding the law which dfe fremg"ht
- with' danger for fhosé ighorant ofthe fatts and of théir’ rights. AL
= --Pfesum{m; that you have heen‘placed dndét arrest ‘én’a charge
of a séxiorientéd nature, you ¢in expect the followlhff procedire
:Questidning, “Booking, Bail | ‘Pfocédure, and: Appeara.nce ﬁ) tdit’t

When you are advised by'a ’p!rhc'la officer that you" are " dindér
“a¥rest; do not resist ift aﬂy wa.'y If yb‘ﬁ do. ynu w:n 103\'&. yourself
‘open-to-further ¢larges. - e &

Depending on the integrity and the mo:‘aI s‘talure ‘of ' the
“atresting officet, youwill Be subjedtéd to e:thef carrect queation{ng
wor-d downright harangue of smutt)r fnsinuations. In ®itiet case, t.here
is alimit”to what you ‘must drswer.” You could Be questxoned nght on
the :spot, in’ a'police car, br at"the station. You will be ab'l.xged to glve
your namej ‘and it is advisable to'zive your cofrect name ﬂmce ct’har
procedures make it’ virtually ;mpoas:ble {or frxcnd § or lawyers to
bail you out.

You are not required by law to give your correct address, and
in many cases, it is advisable to zive an address where you can be
contacted but not the one where you reside, This eliminates the
possibility of police questioning neighbours or an cmbarrassing leak~
age to a ssnsation-seeking newspaper.

While the majority of police departments are run in a most
responsible manner, there are also on record a number of unfortun-
ate instances of flagrant disregard of peoples' rights. For example,
on a'recent '"gross indecency " case in Hull, Quebzc, the judge found
it necessary to criticize the Chief of Police for having called a press
conference to announce the issuing of a summoas before the summons
had been served, Judge Labelle said that the chief had no business
calling press conferences, but nevertheless, he had.

17

Article from TWO: The Homosexual Viewpoint in Canada (no. 3, 1964), an early gay magazine.
This article indicates the prevalence of police harrassment of the gay community.

What to do when arrested or, What now, my love?. (1964).
TWO: The Homosexual Viewpoint in Canada. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue16054.
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Family photo of Everett George Klippert after being released from prison after serving a four-year sentence
for being gay. He would later be arrested again in 1965 and only released in 1971, charged with “gross indecency’
and labeled a “dangerous sexual offender” for having consensual sex with other men.

>

[Photo of Klippert]. (1964). Klippert, Everett George, 1926- Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile3098.
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Official 1960 arrest report issued against Klippert in Calgary.

[Arrest report]. (1960). Klippert, Everett George, 1926- Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile3098.
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The Brunswick Four (from left: Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers).
In 1974, all four women were arrested and charged after singing “I Enjoy Beinga Dyke” at the
Brunswick House, a Toronto bar; only Potts was convicted.

Devor, A. (1974). The Brunswick Four [Photograph]. 1986-032/61P(01)-(02).
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6387.
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Still from Nancy Nicol’s 2002 documentary, Stand Together. The photograph was taken

following the police raids of four Toronto gay bathhouses on February 5, 1981.

Nicol, N. (2002). Stand Together [Moving image]. Nancy Nicol fonds. FO051-03-560.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions41970.
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Listen to Duchan McLarren speak about the 1981 bathhouse raids.

Original footage for documentary series, From Criminality to Equality, including
Stand Together (2002), The Queer Nineties (2009), Politics of the Heart (2005),
and The End of Second Class (2006), produced and directed by Nancy Nicol.

Nicol, N. (2000). McLaren, Duncan_Bath raids.mov [Moving image].
Nancy Nicol fonds. FO051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42219.
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BATHHOUSE RAIDS IN CANADA 1968-2004
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Chart created by Tom Hooper tracking bathhouse raids in Canada between 1968 and 2004.

Hooper, T. (2018). Bathhouse raids in Canada 1968-2004 [Chart].
Hooper, Tom. Jelena Vermillion fonds. F0199-02-200. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions44920.
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Oops, we’re sorry

Male cops at Pussy Palace showed ‘insensitivity’

WAITING. Last fall protesters demanded a report on the police visit to the lesbian bathhouse. It
still hasn't come.

| CAY POLICE LIAISON

Paul Gallant

ORONTO POLICE HAVE
finally admitted to making a
boo-bao sending male cops into a
women-only sex event.

But thats the only thing they Il admit
when it comes to their investigation on the
Pussy Palace leshian bathhouse last Sep-
tember.

This week staff superintendent Bill Blair
dismissed accusations that police targeted
the event, that the gay and leshian commu-
nity is overpoliced or that there are rogue
cops picking on queer events.

As for the report he's written to back up
these conclusions — don't expect to ever see
it

It was an internal investigation,” says
Blair, who was put in charge of the down-
town police divisions in January. “Tt’s with
Chief [Julian] Fantino.” Fantino's office did
not return calls.

Pussv Paloce orzanizers had asked the

Toronte Police Services Board for the report,
and the buard had suggested parts could be
made public. That was more than six
months ago,

“We expected to see the report,” says
Pussy Palace spokesperson Janet Rowe,
“We're extremely disappointed because it's
clearly nat going to happen. They are drag-
ging their heels and trying to sweep it under
the carpet.” )

Blair says he conducted an inguiry into
the police visit to the lesbian bathhouse in
the wee hours of Sep 15, According to orga-
nigers, five male officers spent more than an
hour at Club Toronto. They asked the names
of patrons — many of whom weren't fully
dressed — knocked on doors and searched
the premises,

Mo criminal charges resulted, but two
organizers were charged with liquor
offences. (A fall court date is expected for
Rachael Aitcheson and 1P Hornick on a wotal
of six charges, including permitting disor-
derly conduet, serving after hours and per-
mitting alcohiol to be consumed in an unli-
censed area.)

“The officers resnonded within the law.

HADRYTOR B

bt we could have done the business we
had to do with greater sensitivity,” says Blair.
Blair says female officers should have

been used. Two did take part In the Investl-
gation, but, looking at staffing for that night,

Blair says “we should have cast our nets fur-
ther to get more female officers, bring them
in from other districts.... We could have
anticipated the reaction from within the
community.”

He also says that the police should not
have disrupted the event as much as they
didl. “it should have been done as quickly as
possible.”

“1 think it's a good thing they thought it
was inappropriate to send men,” Rowe says.
“The police need to make a public statement
about women's events. If there's a change in
pulicy, it should be made apparent.”

Blair admits the Pussy Palace brouhaha
resulted in a loss of trust between the police
and the gay community, but that things
have improved since then.

Rowe says Blair should put his money
where his mouth is.

“1f their aim is to build trust, then the
charges should be dropped.”

Blair also looked into allegations that the
police targeted the Pussy Palace, and that
rogue cops from 52 Division — perhaps for
their own titillation — ated the raid,

He wouldn't give details, but said the
police 1 two sef complai
“very specific, alleging serious criminal
activity [through] an investigative unit out-
side 52 Division.

"I personally reject that it was rogue cops
doing their own thing,” says Blair.

Was there systemic discrimination that
led the police o a lesbian cvent? Again, no
details, but Blair says his research showed
“the level of enforcement in the gay com-
munily was proporiionate (o enforcement
at other establishments.”

That argument doesn’t hold water for
Rowe.

“We certainly felt the event was tar-
geted,” she says. “We know what the laws
are, we know the liquor laws are being used
to target the community.”

Blair says that within the next two
maonths, a liaison officer “who's credible™
will be app 1 to help imp i
with the gay community. The police already
‘have such liaison officers in the Asian, black
and Itallan communities.

Excerpt from an article published in Xtra! on the police response following a raid at Pussy Palace,
a lesbian bathhouse event, in 2000. Police refused to make public the findings of their internal investigation
and denied targeting queer communities.

Gallant, P. (2001, April 19). Oops, we're sorry. Xtra!. Pussy Palace (2nd : 2000 : Toronto)
Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile10121.
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Key Events

1842: A soldier of the 89th Regiment of Foot in Sandwich Town (Windsor, Ontario) testified
against two of his comrades, Samuel Moore and Patrick Kelley, providing a detailed account of their
sexual relations. Moore and Kelley were two of the first Canadian men to be convicted for engaging
in sodomy in a consensual encounter. Their sentence, death by hanging, was commuted to a life
sentence by the Governor General. They were both transferred to Kingston Penitentiary; Moore
served seven years and Kelley served eleven.

April1964: Police raided Etna’s Steam Bath in Windsor, Ontario. The owner was charged with
permitting a bawdy house, and nine patrons were charged as found-ins.

August 1964: Everett George Klippert was charged with four counts of gross indecency. Klippert
was working as a mechanic in the Northwest Territories when he admitted during a police
questioning that he was gay and had engaged in sex with men. He was imprisoned for six years and
was designated a “dangerous sexual offender” for the rest of his life.

May 1969: Omnibus Bill C-150 was passed, partially decriminalizing homosexual acts. The age of
consent was older for gay people (atage 21) than for straight ones (at age 18), though, and the sexual
acts also had to take place within a private residence and with no more than two people present.
Those who met in public places for sex were often arrested during police raids of bathhouses,
continuing into the 2000s.

January 1974:Four lesbians—Adrienne Potts, Pat Murphy, Sue Wells, and Heather Byers—refused
to leave.the Brunswick Tavern in Toronto after their mic was cut on stage when three of them,
Adrienne, Pat, and Lamar were singing “I Enjoy Being a Dyke” despite the crowd loving their
performance. Three of the four were arrested because of their refusal to leave. The arresting officers
verbally, physically, and sexually assaulted the women; one officer said that they were “the scum
of the earth” and “should be shot.” Former MP and lawyer Judy LaMarsh took the case. An internal
investigation was conducted into the police response, but none of the officers involved were
disciplined. Rosen was convicted for starting a disturbance and given three months probation.

The other two women had their charges dropped.

Spring 1976: Around this time, the police raided many gay and lesbian bars in Montréal’s gay
village. This was perceived by many as an attempt by mayor Jean Drapeau to “clean up” the city
before the Summer Olympics that were to be held that year.

October 1977: Police officers wearing bulletproof vests and armed with machine guns raided two
bars, Truxx and Le Mystique, in Montréal’s gay village. 146 men were arrested and held in police
custody for over eight hours. They were not permitted to call their lawyers, and were forcibly tested
for sexually transmitted infections. The next day, two thousand protesters blocked the corner of rue
Ste. Catherine O. and rue Stanley. In response, police drove their motorcycles into the crowd.

2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms | 107



February 1978: Eight men were charged with committing gross indecency in the washroom of a
Woolco department store in Halifax; all of the men had been entrapped by police. Following their
court appearance, the men’s names and addresses were published in local newspapers and televised
on CTV and CBC-TV national news programmes.

February 1981: During Operation Soap, Toronto police raided four gay bathhouses and arrested
286 men. This was the largest mass arrest in Canada since 1970, when Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau invoked the War Measures Act during the October Crisis. Following the raids, over four
thousand protestors marched from the Ontario Legislative Building at Queen’s Park to the Toronto
Police Service 52 Division.

May 1981: Edmonton police, RCMP officers, and two crown attorneys raided the Pisces Health Spa,
abathhouse frequented by gay men, and arrested about 56 patrons. Edmonton police had consulted
with the Toronto police on how to execute the raid. Over one hundred people attended a protest at

city hall, condemning the raid as a violation of civil rights.

July 1990: Montréal police raided a party at the Sex Garage, a gay bar.

September 2000: Toronto police raided Pussy Palace, a queer women and trans bathhouse event.
The Ontario Court Justice ruled that the police were to pay a settlement of $350,000, issue an
apology, and train officers in LGBTQ+ “cultural competency.”

November 2002: Calgary police raided Goliath’s Sauna & Texas Lounge, a combined gay bar and
bathhouse.

June 2016: Black Lives Matter protested the involvement of police officers in Toronto Pride. They
also called for increased funding for Black Queer Youth, Blockorama, and other community stages,
and for the hiring of more (trans) Black and Indigenous people. Following their protest, members of
BLM-TO were subject to racist harassment and abuse by some white queer people.
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The (De)pathologization of
Queerness and Transness in Canada

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes.
A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group
member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

* Lookatthe list of important dates in the envelope. When was same-sex attraction considered
amental illness? When was being gender-nonconforming considered a mental illness? What
does the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual currently say about trans and non-binary people?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents?

* Had you heard of the “Fruit Machine” before? Are you surprised that the government caused
people to be outed and fired or forced to quit their jobs?

110 | 2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms



HOMOSEXUALS:
One Soldier in 25?

They are often exceptionally coura-
geous in battle, and on the job they're
frequently intelligent and efficient. But,
they are homosexuals. And because they
are emotionally unstable and are liable to
blackmail, the Army doesn’t want them.

According to Lt. Col. Van H, Tanner,
a lawyer and statistician who is com-

Newsweek, May 15, 1961

mander of the armed forces police in
Washington, D.C., their number in the
services nevertheless seems to be on the
increase. In 1960, of the 100 military ar-
rests for sexual offenses in Washington,
half were for homosexuality, Colonel S ]
Tanner told a symposium on the subject Newsweek—Jim Mahan
at the Armed Férces Institute of Pathol- Karpman: ‘These people are sick’
ogy, attended last week by 130 civilian 94

and military medical and legal experts.
The arrest figure is double that for 1959.
(Exactly how many homosexuals are in
the Army is classified, but service rec-  Eycerpts from an article in Newsweek from 1960 that
ords indicate one of every 100 service- ) . « .

men is homosexual, and some experts say discusses how gay people were considered “emotionally
the figure may be as high as one in every unstable” and “sick” and had no place in the military.
25.) Most of these thousands of men
were latent homosexuals when they

were drafted; the pressures of living in .
an all-mals commvanity led to their overt Egan,]J. (1961). [Newsweek clippings and correspondence].

homosexual acts, said Colonel Tanner. James Egan fonds. FOHO'OZ.'OM"
Once arrested, the homosexual has the The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
choice, he said, of either defending him- https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22810.
self before a court-martial or accepting
an “undesirable” discharge.
But to Dr. Ben Karpman, chief psy-
chotherapist at St. Elizabeths Hospital in
Washington, the armed forces policy for
dealing with homosexuals is cruel
“These people are sick, they need treat-
ment,” he told the symposium. Dr.
Karpman admitted that many homosexu-
als are “completély satisfied with their
way of life and dont want to change,”
but added: “They can be cured if they
want to be. The only treatment is psy-
chotherapy, possibly over a period of
several years.”
The best solution, Dr. Karpman said,
would be to detect these latent homo-
sexuals early, and give them psychiatric
help. “Every school should have a men-
tal-hygiene outfit to treat these people in
their early years,” he said. “They can be
spotted as early as 7 years of age.”
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daros Bpany
Vay 12th,, 1061, Teemwviile, Ontario, Can.

Tettorn,
Touaueols,

LA, Vadison ve.,
Vo Tork, 22,
N.T

Dear Sips

The ouly reason the authorities have been
of {he homosezuzl in the armed foress {Vodicine, My
solution is so cbeurdly aimple it hes econped tholr

tle to solve ke problem
5) is eloply Locouse the
cc.

T4 is only nocessary for the verious semvices e accept o reject the
inddvidual colely on lia worth and ability ns 2 servicersn vlth no reperd whatsocever
for his poxvel erienteilon. Fmedisiely, the threct of bLlacluwll ip abolislicde=
feer of exposure as & hososesmal with the subeequent souwrl-mawriial no lomger existe.

17 P 1o

Tie chavge thet the hemosemual 43 Pemotic
meaninglese and contredicted by bistory times wiihont
Theban Larde- coupozed entirely of peirs of nnle loverse- Iz ilelz buitle for
Greek independance agalnst Fhilip of Macedon is herdly covslictent wish "ewotiorsl
nptabilityn,

Sineerely yours,

Janes Bgan,

Letter to Newsweek from James Egan, 1961. Egan wrote to the magazine in response to
an article on homosexuality in the military published the previous year (see above).

Egan,]. (1961). [Newsweek clippings and correspondence]. James Egan fonds. F0110-02-014.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions22810.
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Short clip from an interview with Barbara Thornborrow, the first person to go public
with case of anti-gay discrimination in the Canadian military.

Nicol, N. (2000). Thornborrow, Barbara_excerpt.mov [Moving image].
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42050.
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Clip of Gary Kinsman being interviewed by Nancy Nicol in 2000, discussing the slow
depathologization of homosexuality in response to the work of queer activist communities.

Nicol, N. (2000). Kinsman, Gary.mov [Moving image].
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42205.
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Clip of interview with BH for the Foolscap Oral History Project, with interviewee
discussing psychiatry and gay patients (recorded in 1985).

Collier, L. (1985). Foolscap Gay Oral History with BH (tape 2 of 2).
Foolscap Gay Oral History Project fonds. FO083-02-016.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions30858.
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CLARKE INSTITUTE OF PSYCHIATRY %gggé

250 College Street

Toronto, Ontario MST 1RB

(416) 979-2221

GENDER IDENTITY
CLINIC

A C O O AL W

Loy

E

Excerpt from a brochure explaining services offered at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry
in Toronto. The Clarke Institute opened its Gender Identity Clinic in 1969 and was one of the
only places in Canada where trans people could access gender-confirming surgeries,
called “surgical sex re-assignment” surgery at the time (page 1 of 2).
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INTRODUCTION

Through history, some men have desired to
become women, some women have wished to become
men. Many fascinating examples of cross gender
identity can be found in literature. The first
well published case of transsexualism is that
of the now famous Christine Jorgeanson who in
1953, underwent surgical sex reassignment in
Denmark. Since that time there have been an
increasing number of patients presenting with
transsexualism and other related disorders of
gender idenity. As a result a number of
specialized clinics have been established
across the world, particularly in North
America. One of the first began in 1966 at
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. Many
others followed, some to die overnight, the

more reputable ones to continue and flourish.

Gender identity refers to the feeling, "I am a

"

man" or "I am a woman." It is undifferentiated

at birth but is said to be firmly established

Excerpt from a brochure explaining services offered at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry
in Toronto. The Clarke Institute opened its Gender Identity Clinic in 1969 and was one of the
only places in Canada where trans people could access gender-confirming surgeries,
called “surgical sex re-assignment” surgery at the time (page 2 of 2).

Clarke Institute of Psychiatry. [ca. 1980]. Clarke Institute of Psychiatry brochure.

Rupert Raj fonds. F0O021-02-039.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17568.
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1478 BEast 27th Avenua,
Vaneouver 12, B.C.,
12 December, 1972.

The Biitor,

Faychology Today,

317 14th Street,

Del Mar, California 9201k
U.S.4,

Dear Sir:

I have a few pointed and angry gquestions for David Barlow,
W. Stewart Agras, and E. Joyce Reymolds who claim to have successfully
Ttreated" transsexualism by changing gender identity.

How can you "treat' a conditlon that is not a diseaset

How ean your seventeen-year-old 'patient' be considered
"too young" to give his consent to surgery, and yet old enough to give his
consent to "aversive conditioning" such that "complex role behaviour
such as mwasculinity or femininity cen be broken down, precisely defined,
changed pisce by piece and reassembled"?

You glaim "success' because your patient's behaviour
was still "masculine” after you examined him nine months later. What a strange
measure of success! What I want to know is, is your "patient' happy in his new
masculine role?

Roedy Green

o ot pafasods A a'jﬁ&ﬁtmm
Theia acdons Tero- A2 Tuind K
| .____4._., L f“‘i'o" Tr;d&f«f’}' (/YL@U‘UWMA" 1972 Lo /{\) W af

Letter to Psychology Today regarding an article in which three psychiatrists
claimed to have “cured” trans people.

Green, R. (1972). [Letter to Psychology Today shared with Rupert Raj].
Rupert Raj fonds. F0021-01-160.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17028.
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Key Events

1952-1974: ‘Homosexuality’ was listed as mental disorder in the Diagnostic Statistical Manual for
Mental Disorders (DSM), a diagnostic tool developed by the American Psychiatric Association. Its
removal was largely the result of the work of activists in the civil rights, women’s rights, and gay
liberation movments.

1959-1968: Approximately nine thousand individuals who were gay or suspected of being gay

were purged from the police, military, and other federal departments. This was part of a national
security campaign that sought to remove people who had perceived character weaknesses, including
queer people, people of colour, and socialists. Commissioned by the RCMP and the Canadian
Armed Forces, Dr. Robert Wake created a device called the ‘Fruit Machine’ to identify homosexuals.
Suspected homosexuals were forced to look at sexually suggestive photos, after which their pupils
were measured; pupil dilation supposedly indicated that they had become aroused. These tests were
not scientifically accurate.

1969: The Gender Identity Clinic was established at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry (now the
Centre for Addictions and Mental Health [CAMH]) in Toronto. In the first six months of its pilot
study, 88 patients were referred and assessed.

1980-2013: ‘Transsexualism’ (updated in 1994 to ‘gender identity disorder’) was also listed as a
mental disorder in the DSM. As of 2022, ‘gender dysphoria’ is still listed in the DSM; some trans
activists are working to have that term removed, as well.

May 1990: The World Health Organization (WHO) removed ‘homosexuality’ from the tenth
revision of the International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems
(ICD-10).

2015: CAMH closed the Child, Youth, and Family Gender Identity Clinic after the publication of an
external review of lead researcher and clinician Dr. Kenneth Zucker, in which other psychiatrists and
psychologists noted that his practices were harmful to trans people. Although he denied practicing
conversion therapy, Zucker tried to force young trans people to “accept” their gender assigned at
birth instead of transitioning.
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The Gay Liberation Movement

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You do not need to answer all questions. Be
prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes. Feel free to jot
down your thoughts on a piece of paper. A few minutes before we come back as a group, you’ll be
given some time to decide who wants to share from your group and what you will say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?
*  Whatdo you notice about the We Demand letter?

* Lookat the list of important dates in the envelope. When did Canada have its first gay protest?
Its first lesbian protest? Its first trans protest? Why do you think there are gaps between the
dates of these events?

* Do you know when your town/city had its first gay or LGBTQ+ protest? If not, try researching it
online. How do you think that protest would compare to Pride today?
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We Demand demonstration at Parliament Hill, August 28, 1971, with Charlie Hill speaking.
Photo by Jearld Moldenhauer.

Moldenhauer, ]. (1971). Demonstration in Ottawa - Aug. 28, 1971 [Photograph]. 1986-032/19P (09).
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives, Toronto.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /descriptions6714.
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Clip of Gary Kinsman discussing the 1971 We Demand protest with Nancy Nicol.
We Demand is considered to be the first queer demonstration in Canada.

Nicol, N. (2000). Kinsman, Gary.mov [Moving image].
Nancy Nicol fonds. F0051-03-576. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42205.
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),
November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates
them with additional social and legal context (page 1 of 4).
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),
November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates
them with additional social and legal context (page 2 of 4).
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),
November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates
them with additional social and legal context (page 3 of 4).
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Article on the We Demand demonstration published in the first issue of The Body Politic (TBP),
November/December 1971. The article restates each of the ten demands and annotates
them with additional social and legal context (page 4 of 4).

We demand. (1971, Nov./Dec.). The Body Politic.
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430.
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August 28th CGay Day Committee
174 Duiferin Road, Ne. 15
Ottawa, Ontario

August 20, 1971

The Honourable Fierre-Llliott Trudeau,

On August 26, 1969, the Criminal Code Awendents, sponsored by vour
government came into effcct, removing the legal penalities for certain
sexual acts (pejoratively labelled grosuly indecent) coumitted by
consenting adults in private. While this was & crucial primary step

in efforts to attain full legal equality Lfor howosexuals in Canada, many
statutes remain which deprive heomosexuals of their full eivil rights as
Canadian citizens. usoreover, much of the continued widespread hostility
and discriminstion against homnosexuals in the  rivate sector, is directly

supported by certain governuwent policics and laws.

Recognizing that the social and legal situation of honosexual men and
women has not substantially improved in the last two years, representas
tives of homophile assoclations {ron across Canada are planning to rally
on Parliament Hill at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, Aupust 28, This raity és
is being organlzed to bring attentioh te the situztion of houcsexuals in
Canada, and to publicize the presentation of & brief outlining certain
demands for legal refori whieh would reumove all remaining discriminatory

statutes.

I would like at this time to request a mecting with you, or an official

Letter to then-Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau requesting a meeting
in advance of the We Demand protest (page 1 of 2).
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representative of your government, for formal vresentation of the enclosed
brief at 3:30 p.m., Saturday August 2§. Such a meeting, in the place of your
choice, would bear witness to the goodwill of the present Canadian government

towards the millions of Canadian homosexual citizens.

Thanking you in advance for your consideration, and hoping to hear from
you as soon as possible, I remain,

Yours truly,

Charles CL.lill
(For: August 28th Gay Day

Commitree)

The Honourable Flerre-:Zlliott Trudeau
House of Commons

Ottawa, Untario

Letter to then-Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau requesting a meeting
in advance of the We Demand protest (page 2 of 2).

Hill, C. (1971). [Letter to Pierre Trudeau announcing plans for rally].
Toronto Gay Action fonds. File number FO173-01-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions34294.
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un July 2, 1871,

Brothers and Sisters:

ment at a proposed demonstration of homosexuals ta be helc

step to liberating all gay people across Canada.
frans-Canada and open demonstration organized by

da that there are many_of us who are proud to e gay

fﬂﬂl“l}' of them come out, B e e B e = g = e 2 e S Y
thy £} i

ceiving coast to coast media attention,

rough draft of the enclosed bBrief.

s0 that on August 28th we can all cqgnverge on Parliament H

i fit every Gay person in Canada,

ction.

" : L 2 - ) T ta G
Mol lgd equbty, St heean @) FoTORtosSs

201 queen street east toronto 227 ontario canada

Enclosed is a rough draft of a brief to be presented to the Federal Govern-
! Saturday, Au- .

LS - t B i i : Bt = ]
‘-wiuSt 281:&_,__1_97]:‘_a__f_arllament r{i}l_, Dttat_a,ra_,__._'j_ _OQ M_,{m{-é; B
We, of Toronto Gay Action, consider this march be very important as a

omosexuals
[invite all individuals who support our cause for our legal and eivil rights,
|This action will show to many of the nearly two millinn gay people in Cana-

e the first
in which we

We believe that Ottawa is the only appropriate location for this demonstra-
tion as it emphasises the universal character of our demand as well as re-

ﬁe date of August 28th coinecides as closely as possible to the passing of
e Federal Governments Omnibus Bill which removed from the Criminal Code

] penalties for scxual acts between consenting adults. This was largely
touted as legalizing homesexuality, However, there are manv more discrim-
inatory practices carried out by the Federal Government Jas listed in the
‘HLJJ'!\&L":}L'?‘:?» zft o, mahhm 1, T
We of Toronto Gay fction are sending copies F Yhis brief and letter to6
every gay owganization across the country in order to ask for your sup-
poft. First, we want your suggestions to add to the present brief, We
also ask you to discuss the idea of going to Ottawa on fAugust 28th (the
last Baturday before the Labour Day weekend) with th nembers of your

own organization, We also ask vou to/mebilize as many people as possiblﬁ'

T oty 7{_;_, s _‘_(‘}c.',:.' Alegad,
In cenclusion, we ask F3r your sugg&estﬁms' gﬁd moref’so, helpd{
shape or form. We have approached Community Hemephile Associlation of Tor- /-
onto (CHAT) with our proposal and they have responded with a donation of o
580 to get things started. We hepe to have a 'Gay Day’ in Teronto for Sun-
day August lst as a prelude to the Ottawa Bction. These actions will bene-

tlon, — | ____-a/j»
o illee G

Committee,

{L_I / ; \Tr"[u.._. ﬁdfﬂ‘gﬂfl:&ﬁ Il_ft.\‘f{:r'i\ "JD )({R ,?E;ac" Bro tllers ?nd Siotars,
u:‘U o {",') \Il!-a ‘}éh T ¥ /-’-"’ fée 3 + ’{/l FF’Hr_- August

//&“"""!/-. e
o any way, "7~
-

Cover letter for a draft of the We Demand brief.

Toronto Gay Action Coordinating Committee. (1971). [Original draft of We Demand with handwritten edits

found in final version]. Toronto Gay Action fonds. F0173-01-005. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions42625.
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SEP -1976
GAY ORGANTZING OUTSIDE THE BI® CITIES

WHERE: small towns and cities away from large centres

rural areas - as offshoots of small town organizations
SITUATION: community that exists is closeknit, interdependant

no big-city anonymity, no protective gay ghetto

single bar or club, if any, open certain nichts, often controlled by one

person - basis of comunity {dentity

gays 1ive at home or under heavy family influence

sex roles strongly stereotyped, esp. in one-industry towns

little exposure to yay Tiberation
THUS:  easy ta Vive entire Tife in closet

negative self-image

those who are "out" look to big cities for definition of gayness

high transience rate towards bigger cities

rural gays head to nearest city for weekends - form regional communications

network

clique-ish atmoshere, ingroups

emphasis on monogamy, through fear

low expectations, fear of gay liberation Tor "rocking the boat"
LESBIANS: community dominated by gay male community (language, Tife-styles, etc.)

have to share aathering places

Tack of independant, woman-tdentified community
NEEDS: speial contact. gathering places

definition, pulling together {f none was there before

hopa through revelation of possibilities, raising expectations
CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESS OF GAY GROUP:

inclusion of all gays in area, not just an ingroup

welcoming of introverts, closeters - getting them out

meeting needs of {mrediate community

realizing unique needs of Lesbians

personal commitment to stick around fTor certain length of time

group exists for comminity, not for dtself

opportunity to create, define gay community

continuing personal growth end Tiberation: examining one's own attitudes
DANGERS: centering group on one strong personality or on an {noroup

splitting existing community

sexism within group < exclusion of women

The Gay Alliance for Equality of Halifax proposes that the information brought out
today be compiled into a guide for gay organizing outside the big cities, and that
this guide be made available to gay people across Canada. We also propose that the
NBRC co-ordinate a Pegional Animation Programme. This would be designéd to assist
gays in small centres to beain organizations for themselves, and thus expand the gay
movement beyond the big cities. Gays interested in starting a group would contact
the NGRC or a member group. Exchange visits would take place, the existing group
giving guidance as required. Tn this way a regional network of groups could be
established.

Notes from “Gay Organizing Outside the Big Cities,” presented by the Gay Alliance for Equality (GAE)
at the 4th National Gay Conference in Toronto, 1976.

Gay Alliance for Equality. (1976). Gay organizing outside the big cities. Fourth Annual National Gay Conference.
Gay Alliance for Equality Halifax fonds. FO155-02-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions47614.
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Key Events

April 1964: The first gay activist group in Canada, the Association for Social Knowledge (ASK),
was formed in Vancouver. ASK sponsored lectures, organized social events, and operated a
drop-in/community centre and lending library; it also published the ASK Newsletter.

October 1969: The University of Toronto Homophile Association was founded. This was the

first gay liberation organization in Toronto and the first student-run gay liberation organization in
Canada. Other university-based groups (including at York, McMaster, and the University of Guelph)
would be founded in the years that followed.

August1971: The first gay rights demonstration, We Demand, took place in Ottawa. Charlie C. Hill
read out a speech and a list of demands that had been composed by Herb Spiers and David Newcome
of Toronto Gay Action (TGA). A simultaneous demonstration took place in front of the Vancouver
Courthouse in solidarity.

November/December 1971: The firstissue of The Body Politic (TBP), a gay liberation
newsmagazine, was published. TBPis often considered one of the most significant LGBTQ+
publications in Canadian history. It was published bimonthly (and later, monthly) until 1987.

1973: Pride celebrations were held in several Canadian cities, including Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa,
Montréal, Saskatoon, Windsor, and Winnipeg.

1973: The Canadian Gay Liberation Movement Archives was formed in Toronto. It was renamed
the Canadian Gay Archives in 1975 and then renamed again as the Canadian Lesbian and Gay
Archivesin 1993. Since 2018, it has been called The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.

February 1974: ANIK held its first meeting in Toronto. ANIK (which can be translated as
‘brotherhood’) was the first group for gay Inuit. ANIK was registered as a charity, however the
group withheld the fact that they were serving the gay community because they knew they would
not have been granted charitable status if this was disclosed. ANIK worked to provide counselling,
referral services, and a drop-in centre.

February 1977: About twenty people protested in front of CBC’s Nova Scotia office over its refusal
to run a public service announcement for the Gay Alliance for Equality’s (GAE) Gayline. Activists in
Montréal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver also held solidarity protests. The CBC’s head office in
Toronto would later put into national policy that radio and television stations could not play PSAs
from gay and lesbian organizations.

July 1977: Three activists, Raymond Barton, Bonnie Perry, and Randy Vivian, began the York
Rainbow Society of the Deaf, the first known group for queer Deaf people in Canada. Another
group, ’Association des bonnes gens sourds, was started in Montréal a few years later.
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April1978: 350 people protested outside the Winnipeg Convention Centre during a visit by
American pop singer and anti-gay activist Anita Bryant. Bryant had become infamous for her “Save
Our Children” campaign, which she began the previous year. This was, at the time, the largest
protest that had been held in Winnipeg and also included a concert to raise money for the Lesbian
Mothers’ Defence Fund (LMDF).

November 1978: The Native Gay Group was formed in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, although they
didn’t hold their first official meeting for another year. The group, comprised of First Nations

and Métis people, worked with the Saskatchewan Gay Coalition (SGC) through its rural outreach
programme and organized with other gay groups in the province.

February 1980: Gay Asians Toronto (GAT) was started after Gerald Chan and Richard Fung placed
an ad in The Body Politic for a gay and lesbian Asian discussion group.

January 1981: The Atlantic Gay Association/I’Association des gai(e)s de 'Atlantique (AGA) was
formed at a conference hosted by Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG). Gay Alliance for Equality
(GAE), based in Nova Scotia, and Northern Lamba Nord, based in New Brunswick and Maine, also
participated.

May 1981: Vancouver hosted Canada’s first lesbian Pride march.

October 1981: Dykes in the Streets march for lesbian power, pride, and visibility was held in
Toronto. Approximately three hundred women attended the march, which was organized by
Lesbians Against the Right (LAR).

March 1983: The first issue of Perceptions was published. Based in Saskatoon, Perceptions billed
itself as “the gay and lesbian newsmagazine of the prairies.” Publication continued until the death of
its editor, Gens Hellquist, in 2013.

Summer 1983: The AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) was formed.

1984: Zami was founded by Debbie Douglas, Sylmadel Coke, Douglas Stewart, and Deryck Glodon.
As the first group for Black and Caribbean gays and lesbians in Canada, Zami provided support for
those who had been alienated by white queer people.
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Trans Experiences

Before the lesson: Print the following pages and place them in an unsealed envelope.
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Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with the class in about 15-20 minutes.
A few minutes before we come back as a class, you’ll be given some time to decide which group
member wants to share and what they’re going to say.

*  Whatare the documents in front of you (textual documents, photos, videos, audio recordings,
objects, etc.)?

*  Whatis your first reaction when you look at each of these documents? What do you feel?

* Compare the ways in which trans people have written about themselves (e.g., the excerpts
from Metamorphosis and Gendertrash from Hell) and how they have been written about by cis
people (e.g. the Chatelainearticle). Also compare how ‘trans’ has been used in the past versus
today. How has our language around gender changed? Where do genderqueer and gender
nonbinary fit within our conceptions of gender?

*  Whatbarriers have affected trans peoples’ ability to access care in the past? What barriers
continue to affect access?

*  Why do you thinkitis important to have trans-only spaces and trans-led movements?
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DOE JOHN DIANNA

MAERE FEMALE |
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The Canadian Man who became a Woman

On April 20, 1970, at the Toronto General Hospital, he wnderwent Canada’s only sex-change
operation and became © Dinwna.” Wiy did Dianna wend the operation? What was

done to herand how has it ¢

anged her life? Diawna tells her story in this exelusive

mtervien with writer Felicity Corhraae

Although there bave been severnl sex-
change operations performed around the
world, Dinnnas, at the time of going to
prass, s atill the only person to have had
the surgery performed in Canada, The
aperation took place on April 20, 1970, at
the Toronto Geneval Hospltal, In conjunc-
Livn with the Gender Identity Clinic of the
Clarke Institute of Psychiatry.
When did goue dizseover yon were di fferepd
from ather bops?

I think an awareness was brought aboot
by other ehildven, more than coming from
within myzelf. It was they who initially
sunsed T was different, and with childiike
cruelly did nol hesilale o Deing il Lo my
attention — never minding the depth of
the hurt, nor trying to apare my feclings.

This really began in earnest when T was
about ten years old and attending a co-
edoeational sthool run by mins in Rainy
River. This Is the age when there Is de
Tacto segregution of the sexes in schools
— no self-respecting boy demeans himself
playing with girls, although later 1 am
told his attitudes chango drastically, T was
very small for my nge, and felt insignifi-
eint among my move roigh-playing ath-
letie clossmuates, They spent recess prac-
Lising hockey in the winter and Tootball in
the summer, forming gangs, wrestling and
fighting with each other,

I much preferred playing with givls,

DHunna's story

who zeemed decidedly more gentle. 1 still
plaved with dolls al hope, aod  ceally
thought my behavior was not unusual
when 1 joined the girls in games of play-
ing house.

I was completely nceepted by them, they
never made fun of me and thought it per-
fectly normal that 1 should ehoose to play
with them. I was usually deleguted Lo the
role of the daddy, ta which 1 acquiesced
but didn't really enjoy; sometimes, though,
I wag allowed to be the aunt or aister,

The boys wasted no time in noticing
that 1 never played with them, was alwayz
trying to aveld gymnastics (which were
sejrregated by sex) and wias utterly hope-
less ab any Lrpe of sporl. T was nicknamed
“Skirts and Pants" and became the prime
target of ridicule, not only of the boys in
my own grade, bot of many older boys,
several years my senior,

My reactfon was tn withdraw within
mysell — it was only then I slowly began
to realize that | was nol jusl a noncon
formist but I was different. Why or how T
was different I just didn't know ot that
time — it was to be years before the an-
swer was supplied.

Wihen onid swhera was youe aparatiome per-
Sormed and hoe mawy operations stmilar
to gowers hove been done in Cosadn ¥

Mine was a first for Canada. There are,
to my knowledge, a couple of sex changes

in Canada, living anonymongly, whose sur-
gury was performed either In Casablanen
or Mexico, Mine was the first operation of
its kind performed anywhere in Canada.,

I waa operated upon by a tenm of three
leading surgoons, aided by numerous as
zistants, at the Toronto General Hespitul
on April 20th, 1970, The team of doctors
consisbed of a gynecologist, n urologist and
a plastic surgeon,

At the time of the surgery an annoutce-
ment was made to the press by the hospi-
tal and headlined across Conads, but my
true identity was not revealed,

n September 15, 1970 1 held o special
press conference at the Constellation Hotel
in Toronto to identify myself and explain
the procedure bo a cross-sectivn uf the me-
din and, through them, the public at large.
Wien did e firet dross ns o women?

At about the age of sixteon. My parents
had pone awny on o summer vacation. 1
felt thefr absence would afford me a good
vppurlunily o experiment with cross-
dressing as & woman. I dido't huve any in-
tention of leaving my family, 1 just wanted
to apend & couple of weeks in & lurge city
Tike nipeg where no one knew my real
identity. | felt thiz would be a real test to
see 0T T eould actually pass myself off as
& woman. [ had spent several months sav-
ing my money to acquive w basie femule
wardrabe — 1 had Contiined on page 65

will b told in the book, Behold I Am A Woman, as told to
Felicity Cochrane, to be published by Pyraneid Publications, eorly in 1972,

CHATELAL

Excerpt from an article in Chatelaine magazine, ca. 1971. Dianna Doe was a pseudonym for
Dianna Boileau, the first person documented to have had gender-confirming surgery in Canada. In 1972, Boileau
published her memoir, Behold! I Am a Woman. In it, she writes about her experiences growing up in Fort
Frances, Ontario and later living in various cities in western Canada before moving to Toronto around 1962.

Cochrane, F. and Boileau, D. (1971). The Canadian man who became a woman. Chatelaine.
Dianna Boileau Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile2 8294.
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Photograph of Dianna Boileau, 1970.

Barkley, H. (1970). [Photograph of Dianna Boileau]. Boileau, Dianna, 1930-2014 Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile2 8294.
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HE ASS50CIATIOX

FUR CAalMabIas

TRANSSBEXUALGS

Invites You to attend:

THE

NIIR

Sem;-—i{'linnuq\
4

O HIILAK. ..

SATUIDAY, SZPTZNBZR 16, 1972 BUGINNING AT: 7:00 per.

T0 &5 Hold AT: T HE Ce Eefs Te CEETRE
58 CECIL B8TRrRZIST
TOROETO T30, DREITARIG

REFRISUNENTS 52aRXVaER

ALL WBLGO BN DUIATION 4 1,50

Poster for the 1972 Semi-Annual Transsexual Seminar,
organized by the Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT).

Association for Canadian Transsexuals. (1972).

The Association for Canadian Transsexuals invites you to attend the semi-annual transsexual seminar.
Association for Canadian Transsexuals Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile275.
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PASSING IN PUBLIC

(FEMALES-TO-MALES)

1) Wear clothing (suits, ete.,) tailor-
ed to size; don't wear too large a
size.

2) Don't wear your hair too short
{you will look too young) or too
long (you will look feminine or
gay); comb your hair alongside your
ears to resemble sideburns.

3) Shave your face daily to induce
coarser, thicker beard growth.

4) If pre-op (with breasts) wear a
home-made breast binder or a man's
rib supporter (sold in pharmacies).

5) If pre-op (without a penis) wear a
padded jock-strap (BULGER UNDERGEAR
--see METAMORPHOSIS Vol.l, MNo.l, P.
6 for ad) or pin a rolled-up sock
or a foam rubber neck brace inside
your athletic supporter or directly
inside your briefs for the male bulge

6) If short, walk tall, hold your head
up high and look 'em in the eye;
remember: many oriental and occi-
dental men are short; physical
stature is not the true measure of
a man.

7) If your voice is feminine, practice
daily speaking and singing into a
tape recorder, before a mirror, and
listen carefully to the play back,
and adjust your voice accordingly.

8) Wear a little good-gquality jewelry:
a gold watch or a diamond stick-pin

9) Don't act "butch", "dykey" or "ma-
cho"; don't swagger, spit or swear
(at least in mixed company!) Be a
gentleman with the ladies and one
of the guys with the "boys".

The key to "passing in public" is:
think positively, project a confi-
dent image of yourself as a man.
Think, feel, act, and be the person
you know yourself to be--the person
you wish the public to see, to ac-
knowledge, and to accept. Don't
fret or fuss, just be YOU,

Copynight 7982 Ly Rupert Raj (finai

pulldished in THE TRANSSEXUAL VOICE,
Apaié 71982)

Excerpt from an article by Rupert Raj republished in the
December 1982 issue of the trans men’s newsletter Metamorphosis.

Raj, R. (1982, Dec.). Passing in public. Metamorphosis 1(6).
The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions.
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/608.
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l. LT

B B trashg trashg, hgender g gendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrash

welcome

welcome gender queers
to the world of gender trash
our gender world
where we can give voice
to our concerns in/around /about gender
issues
metamorphoses
transformations
changes
loves
lusts
intensities
hungers
nightmares
feelings about ourselves
need to be valid on our own terms
to express ourselves in our own languages = ‘\.)
phrases
words
ways
to feel strong being ourselves
to be heard by ourselves
for community
to be who we are
to control our own futures
our own lives
our own bodies
to develop our own gender culture
to plan

build
shape
run

guide all of our institutions real & abstract

gendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgend hgend hgendertrast d i | b d hgend h

Selections from two poems by Xanthra Phillippa, published in
Gendertrash from Hell Volume 1, Issue 1 (April/May 1993) (page 1 of 3).
Xanthra Phillippa and Mirha-Soleil Ross published a total of four issues
of Gendertrash between 1993 and 1995.
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hgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrash

welcome lo a safe place
a space of our own
a place of our own

to rest in
1o explore ourselves
our wants
wishes
desires
thoughts
spiritualities
sexualities
feelings
emolions
bodies
free from gender oppressive controls
limits
socletally created terrors
Patriarchally induced fears
self hatred
self censorship

a space of our own
of warmth & pride & strength
free from gender oppression & hate
free of the War of the Patriarchy
free from the GenderCide we are currently enduring
free from the oppressive indifference of genetics
free of the prisons of the Patriarchy
for all of us to share with
laugh with
sing with
exchange our personal herstories/histories with
cry with
hear
touch
feel
assoclale with other gender queers

gendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrash
page 4

Selections from two poems by Xanthra Phillippa, published in
Gendertrash from Hell Volume 1, Issue 1 (April/May 1993) (page 2 of 3).
Xanthra Phillippa and Mirha-Soleil Ross published a total of four issues
of Gendertrash between 1993 and 1995.
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gendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrashgendertrash

PASSING (1f)

Passing is something you do
to prolect yourself when:

>> the genetics are coming to kill you
because you are gender described

Passing is not a lot of fun
In facl, passing is a nightmare
A horrible, sickening, never-ending nightmare
Passing is what we,
the Gender Described,
do
every single second
every single day
of our lives,
passing ourselves off as genetics
because everywhere
on this continent
in this country
in this province
in this city
being gender described means:
- living without support systems
unless we have money
or friends or family or lovers
who have superhumyn patience & strength
& money & are willing to help us
- risking being caught up
in the current gendercide

5.t

1

1

Passing means surviving somehow

continuously being monitored

& scrutinized

for the "smallest mistake"

or "fault"

- a scrutiny that few if any
genetics would or could "pass”
without screaming "unfair”

- a scrutiny that is much more detailed
& much more degrading
than any beauty pageant
but is completely accepted
& supported by most
in this soclety
Including those who never
support beauty pageants
or similar tests for genetics

- a scrutiny that will never end

- a scrutiny that we can never ever pass
but only fail

- a scrutiny that, when we do fail,
means that we are help up publicly,
displayed & ridiculed for all to see

- a scrutiny that means we will always be
invisible people in this soclety

- a scrutiny that means we will always be
amongsl the lowest classes in this soclety

- a scrutiny that makes it impossible for us
to be proud of who & what we are

- a scrutiny that forces us to be ashamed
of our backgrounds,
denying them
instead of being proud of them
instead of affirming them

- a serutiny that is a continual reminder
of how most levels of this genetic society
really feel about us

- a scrutiny that Is unbelievably
damaging to our sense of self
& our self esteem

gendertrashg,

Selections from two poems by Xanthra Phillippa, published in
Gendertrash from Hell Volume 1, Issue 1 (April/May 1993) (page 3 of 3).
Xanthra Phillippa and Mirha-Soleil Ross published a total of four issues
of Gendertrash between 1993 and 1995.

Phillippa, X. (1993, April/May). [Poems]. Mirha-Soleil Ross fonds. FO033-04-20.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions18404.
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General Information
Questions
&
Answers

T.T.A.C.

T.T.A.C.

In October 1996, a course ghen at Our Mission Statement
the 519 Church Street Community
Canter by the Queer Exchangs “To address Current |lssues
i "_'w"":_’wzn affecting the Transsewal /
lduvﬁ&sm‘l’m::m:ﬁm Tranegendered Communities,
When the course ended, some of s And to Create Links Between
wanted more, The Instructor. Mirha- Ourselves and the Public
Soliel Ross, was a very dynamic and Through Ay Education,
had woken a desie i us to continue Medis y "
with ing issues in the Contasts,
- :-gmng ." ther we T as well as Through
met and over the first few nestings 8 Community Outreash &
we hammered out what kind of issues é Service”
we wanted to deal with, and how we: 2
would deal with them. As a resuita E
mew group was formed, the
* Transseosal / Transgendered Action g i
Committee “ kK E i = WORKING
(TTAC) 118 FOR A BETTER FUTURE *
1
Jiii
v ESE2
. widdenca, (e Trinsgender Nation). ® Please remember that
Transsexual/Transgender Action Thesse tierma desl with gender dertity and are - | " o
- Cm:;;ﬁlﬁu ot 1o be confused Wit seasl prisntation, & ranssexuals receive as m
DXSC Suimied e SN0 ol ko transgendened person can be sttracted 1o enjoyment from having to justify
#ecting the TranssomsmlTpns gonder o e Bdlor the other, (Transseasls can their lives as do.*
Commurities and 1o create fiaks besacen the o A you do.
B/ commurdiies aed the publc throgh ldersify s heteros st homoseasl or
adegeacy, aducation snd outresch projects. bisoami] TTAC
Fene o 1 few gonersl definitions: The following points are general i invoied in Quitnesch with variows youth
indications of approprists conduect when snd socisl service crganizations.
Transsexual, inbaractlng Witk Fhe
Fsving the prysical craracteristics of pne sor L Transg
#nd the peyshologicsl characterissics of the TTAC
other (£.4, 5 rale who demtifies 55 5 woman = Whet you PRt 82 & gender Spachic
or a femgle sho Wertifiss a5 & man). pronoun, [t is better to use the Holds a Gereral manthly meeting is
pronoun of the gonder that the =t
o B . a el s fora P-aidat_w:lac-mmhﬁtrm
somesna wha Fom time 1o timg weans the female 10 male use® he® or * is®, not Community Center on the Second
"she” or "hers”} Thursday of every month, between

cloties of the oppusite (of their physicsl
anatomical] gender, to redeve gender
Cross-dressers want 10 sppear

seiwes. A largs subset of this goup sre men
WO oy drassing as wormen and have
ctherwise Ordinany marriages stk wies who
Sne Act transgendened. Lisey say this tam is
PrefioraFe Lo transvestits, which means the
@ thing, (from Trarsgender Nation ).

Transgendered,
am umbrels term wsid not only to inchiz bt
especisly unite poitically all the poople who
ross the knes of the sex andior gardar they
were mssigned at birth,

dsrespect, o Senisl of rights snd nevds, 50

* Flasss use the name ghes by the penson,
do mot use amy other varistion of The
namg ghen.

= I you must wse 8 “latel” that indicanes
vhat the Individusl is 8 Transsoaal,
call 8 msle 1o fomals 8 “Transsowst™
woman, acd a femals o male 8
"Transseca®™ Mat

* Dot * WARN * people when you i be
intreducing them 26 & Transasassl
Peopic's reaction to the * TERM *
“Transsocal, is the gauge that is
used £0 Judge us!

= you wish to mais comments hout &
Transsaqals idsrtity or Appearance,
try o give them in a constructive
mamner in 3 privete comversation.

&30 pen. - 230 pm.
All are welcome to attend

Weskly committes meetings taks place
every Thursdsy at 730 pm.
&t

95 Wellesley Strest East,
(Reconnecting Youth Sendces.)

For more information about TTAC,
call (416) SZ5-XTRA, extension
2280,

E-MAIL : foufur@idirect.com

Pamphlet for the Transexual /Transgender Action Committee (TTAC), formed following

Mirha-Soleil Ross’ course at the 1996 Queer Exchange.

TTAC. (n.d.). TS/TG Action Committee = Transsexual/Transgender Action Committee Vertical file.

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile6989.
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~-PETITION-

I, the undersigned, have read, in full, the accompanying petition and concur fully .

with its urgent requests: i
e @ 1) 4o amend the various provincial Health Insurance Acts so as

to include the statement that: 'the medical measure of 'sex reassignment therapy' - via
endocrine and surgical intervention - is ‘'medically necessary' for the physical and mental
health of those persons, who, upon undergoing intensive and extensive medical and psychol-
ogical screening, are, subsequently, medically diagnosed and designated as 'truly'

' sxual') and:
Lranssexudl’s o 2) to include as a benefit under the (particular) provincial government's

Medical Services/Health Insurance Plan the comprehensive coverage of the afore-mentioned
medical procedures for those transsexual individuals who have been medically approved and
recommended for sex conversion surgery.

AND
NAME AND ADDRESS OCCUPATION AR TITLE DATE AND SIGNATURE

Petition started by trans activist Rupert Raj of the Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT)
requesting that trans healthcare (including hormone therapy and gender-confirming surgery)
be classified as ‘medically necessary’ and be covered by provincial health insurance plans.

Raj, R. (1976). Petition regarding insurance coverage sex reassignment surgery (A.C.T).
Rupert Raj fonds. File number FO021-2-031. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions17441.
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Key Events

May 1972: The Association for Canadian Transsexuals (ACT) co-organized a forum on transsexuality
with the Community Homophile Association of Toronto (CHAT). Between 100 and 150 people
attended.

January 1978: The Foundation for the Advancement of Canadian Transsexuals (FACT) was formed
by Rupert Raj in Calgary; it later relocated to Toronto. FACT provided trans people with free
educational materials, counselling, referrals, and conducted academic research on gender dysphoria.

1997: Counting Past 2, a trans arts festival organized by Mirha-Soleil Ross, was held for the first
time. The event was meant to create spaces for trans people who were often excluded from lesbian
and gay spaces.

1998: Coverage for gender-confirming surgery was delisted under Ontario’s healthcare plan. Its re-
listing ten years later was largely the result of the work of trans activists.

June 2007: The first Trans March, organized by Karah Mathiason, occurred in Toronto. Pride
Toronto put up barricades to try to stop the march. Although trans people have often been leaders in
queer activism, transphobia was (and is) prevalent within some gay and lesbian spaces.

June 2010: Members of an organization called PolitiQ: Queers solidaires marched to protest the
exclusion of trans people in Québec. The protestors demanded that Québec allow trans people to
change their gender markers on official documents.

May 2015: Estefan Cortes-Vargas was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Alberta. When they
came out in December of that year, they became the first openly nonbinary member of a Canadian
legislature.

July 2015: Over 70 people marched in downtown St. John’s to bring attention to the issues
that face trans people living in Newfoundland & Labrador. Community activists voted to hold the
Trans March separately from the Pride Parade.

2019: The ‘X’ gender marker was permitted on national identification documents; it was already
permitted on some provinces’ documents, including in Ontario.

2019: Clinic 554, a reproductive health and family practice clinic in Fredericton, was forced to close
because the provincial government would not fund a clinic that provided abortion care. It has since
reopened its reproductive health practice, but its family practice (which was one of the only places in
the area to provide trans healthcare) has remained closed.
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Activity 3: Class Discussion
20 minutes

1. Come back together as a class and ask students to share what they have talked about with their
groups (give each of the four groups a few minutes to share their thoughts).

Activity 4: Take-Aways
10 minutes

1. Askeach student to briefly say one thing they are taking away from today’s lesson.
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Optional Expansion Activity 1

Research Local 2SLGBTQIA + Events, Groups, or People

The previous activity included significant national events. To personalize learning as much
as possible, get your students to research local 2SLGBTQIA+ events. You can do this in a variety
of ways.

Option 1: Invite a Guest Speaker into Your Classroom

You can connect with a local librarian, historian, activist group, or Two-Spirit Elder or
Knowledge Keeper in your community and invite them to come into your class. Ask your
principal for an appropriate honorarium to compensate them for their time. You can also reach
out to The ArQuives to see if we have historical documents related to your city/town. Ask the
guest speaker to explain a bitabout local 2SLGBTQIA+ stories and activists.

Option 2: Interview People in Your Community

If your school has a Gender-Sexuality Alliance or other 2SLGBTQIA+ support group, ask your
students to interview its members (or to be interviewed by them) for a class oral history project.

Note: This option is probably best if you are in a school environment that already has a clear
commitment to 2SLGBTQIA+ communities and you trust your class to be respectful towards
members of your school’s GSA.

Option 3: Create a Local Timeline

Take your class to your school library to research 2SLGBTQIA+ history in your city/town and
make their own timelines based on the information they find. Some cities/towns might also have
information on their queer and trans local histories online (see, for example, this timeline for
Windsor/Essex County).
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Optional Expansion Activity 2

Compare the AIDS crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic

We have all been living through a pandemic for the past few years. Your students might not know
that there is another pandemic that we are continuing to live through: the AIDS crisis. Since at least!
the late 1970s and early 1980s, HIV/AIDS has affected millions of people (with queer and trans
communities being disproportionately affected). Although government support for those living
with HIV/AIDS in Canada has improved over the past several decades, it has taken many years of
work by AIDS activist groups to secure adequate healthcare and social services for those affected.

This activity invites you to go deeper into a discussion around the AIDS crisis in Canada, making
connections to the (other) pandemic we are living through.

Task
Scan the QR code and read the article “ The AIDS Walk Toronto Virtual Museum.”

The AIDS Walk Toronto Virtual Museum. The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions.
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits /show/aids-walk-toronto.

1HIV-1, the virus that causes AIDS, is estimated to have emerged in the 1920s; some of the first cases of (possible) HIV/AIDS were
recorded in the 1950s and 1960s.
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Discussion questions:

1.

What do you already know about HIV/AIDS? Have you learned about it before?
In what context?

Did you know about any of these organizations? Do you know about any HIV/AIDS
organizations in your city/town?

What misinformation has come up around COVID-19? How do you think this pandemic
compares to the HIV/AIDS pandemic?

Provide some context to your students about AIDS through this Google Slides
presentation.

Get your students to examine some excerpts from primary sources related to AIDS
activist groups.

*Print the following pages and divide your class into five groups. Ask each group to examine their
primary source documents and be prepared to share what they observe.

Some prompt questions:

1.

Ll

What is the document you are examining?
How do you feel when you interact with it?
Who do you think the intended audience is?

What does it tell you about how AIDS was understood at the time?
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Group1

- AIDS COMMITTEE
OF TORONTO

Office Address: Mailing Address:
66 Wellestey Streef East  PO#SS5, Station F

Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1G2  Toronto, Ontario M4Y 214 AIDSu Epgrt
[416) 926-1626 e

AIDSupport is a volunteer, community organization which began in April, 1983
and is one of the four working groups of the AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT).

We work with people who have AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromeg.
PLS (Persistent Lymphadenopathy Syndrome) or ARC (AIDS Related Complex),
as well as people awaiting diagnosis, people concerned about their own or
another's physical and emotional well-being, and people who are grieving.

The volunteers involved are all concerned individuals. Many of us belong to
affected groups, others have loved ones in such groups, a number are employed
in health care, social services, etc. Many of us have undergone a personal
Toss and can identify directly with the experience of our clients. At the

present time, AIDSupport has approximately 50 volunteers and professional con-
sultants. N

The organization operates on a matching system. Anyone affected by AIDS and
in need of peer counselling and support is matched by the AIDSupport Coordina-
tor with an appropriate volunteer counsellor ("buddy"). That counsellor pro-
vides direct counselling, support, advocacy, as well as assistance with meal
preparation, housework, transportation, etc., as needed. To-date, 110 people
have been matched under this system. As the number of individuals diagnosed

with AIDS and PLS doubles every 6-8 months, so our“demands for counselling
- and volunteers doubles as well.

AIDSupport also has organized various support groups for those affected,

At present, we coordinate support groups for those with AIDS and PLS, and
will soon initiate a new group: one for significant others (family, friends
and Tovers). As well, there is a group for lovers of those affected that
meets independently but which takes referrals from ACT. These self-help
groups have proven to be a key element in AlDSupport.

In addition to these volunteer functions, the AIDSuppart Coordinator, a
salaried staff person, handles most information and counselling calls/visits
into the ACT office from those directly affected by AIDS. The Coordinator

is also responsible for acting as a liaison with various medical, health and
.social service agencies and individuals. A1l community resources, referrals
and investigation into financial and service needs are handled through the
RIDSupport Coordinator. The Coordinator is responsible for the administration
of the AIDSupport volunteer and resource programme, for the recruitment and
training of all AIDSupport volunteers (with the Volunteer Coordinator), and
for any other issues related to direct services for those with AIDS and PLS.

Theresa Dobko Yvette Perreault
AIDSupport Coordinator AlDSupport Counsellor

Outreach by Theresa Dobko and Yvette Perreault of AIDSupport, one of five working groups of the AIDS
Committee of Toronto (ACT), which provided counselling and support for people affected by HIV/AIDS.

AIDS Committee of Toronto. (1983). AIDSupport.
AIDS Committee of Toronto (1983) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile81.
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A

Conference
for ETHICAL ISSUES & COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
Persons _ &Disability

‘ T = E October 4th, 5th & 6th, 1991
i = = Simon Fraser University
and Action Project at Harbour Centre

isabiliti Biwiait g Dur conmuiies Vancouver, British Columbia
Other Disabilities, r 3&“;2::;;‘;‘;,1 il el
Caregivers #204—456 West Broadway
‘Vancouver, B.C., Canada V5Y 1R3

and

For more information contact:
Geoff McMurchy, Communications Qfficer

5 or Teresa , Conference Registrar
Policy Makers Tel (604) §75-0188

Registrants will hear keynote :

speakers on all four topics and Conference
may participate in two of four 3
workshops. Workshops will Informatzon &

focus on discussion papers and -

d i l b i ] (]
drsiributed before the event, Registration Form

Pamphlet by the AIDS & Disability Action Program Resource Centre for its 1991 conference,
AIDS as a Disability. The AIDS & Disability Action Program was run through the British Columbia Coalition
of the Disabled, which is now called the Disability Alliance BC (page 1 of 2).
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Our Goals

To maintain a clearinghouse that
provides people with disabilities,
caregivers and advocates with high-
quality HIV/AIDS educational
materials in accessible formats.

To assist disability organizations to
develop HIV/AIDS policy, and
provide them with professional
development materials and
appropriate workshop formats.

To share our information and
experience with AIDS organizations
about key issues, as well as models of
self-determination and community
development.

For more information, please contact:

&Disability

i

Action Program
RESOURCE CENTRE

[T

L

of People with Disabilities

#204 - 456 West Broadway
Vancouver, BC V5Y 1R3
Tel: (604) 875-0188

Fax (604) 875-9227

TDD: (604) 875-8835

Supported with funding from:
BC Ministry of Health

BCCPD Disability Rights Hotline
Advocacy Access Program
872-1278

Outside Vancouver
1-800-663-1278

The

AIDS & Disability
Action

Program

J e
“Everybody Needs
to Talk About AIDS”

AIDS as a Disability. The AIDS & Disability Action Program was run through the British Columbia Coalition

Pamphlet by the AIDS & Disability Action Program Resource Centre for its 1991 conference,

of the Disabled, which is now called the Disability Alliance BC (page 2 of 2).

AIDS & Disability Action Program Resource Centre. (1991).
AIDS as a disability conference information & registration form. British Columbia Coalition of the Disabled.
AIDS and Disability Action Project Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile62.
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James Thatcher, AIDS activist and co-chair of the group AIDS Action Now!,
had his friends record his final statementin 1992. In it, he also advocates for better support for those
living with HIV/AIDS.

Thatcher, J. (1992). James Thatcher Statement Dec. 30/92;
AIDS Action Now! [Moving image]. 2003-135/001. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions2057.
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Short video from June 26, 1992, when AIDS Action Now! organized their first die-in
at Lesbian and Gay Pride Day to demand increased AIDS funding.

Olds, G. (1992). Pride Day 92. [Moving image].
Item number 2010-103 /04F. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions3371.
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NATIONAL AIDS PHONE-IN

Next week, AIDS ACTION NOW! takes our
efforts for federal government action
on AIDS to Ottawa.

In the morning, we'll hold a press
conference at the Federal Centre for

AIDS. Health Critics Margaret Mitchell
and Sheila Copps have promised to be there.

In the afternoon, Mitchell and Copps will
try to raise AIDS issues during Question
Period in the Commons.

YOU CAN HELP FOCUS AIDS AS AN URGENT
NATTONAL ISSUE:

1. On Tuesday, 24 May, or Wednesday
morning, 25 May, telephone your MP at
her/his Ottawa office. Ask to speak to
the constituency assistant.

2. Identify yourself. Let them know
you're a constituent back home.

3. Draw their attention to the press
conference and the Question Period.
Explain that you support an end to federal
inaction on A¥ﬁ§. Vention specific
actions you'd like undertaken, such as
access to experimental drugs, funding
for AIDS groups in your community, etc.

VIVE LA VIE! AGISSONS AUJOURD'HUT!
SR e T S VR
AIDS ACTION NOW !

Flyer for a phone-in organized by AIDS Action Now! in advance of the 1988 Canadian federal election.

AIDS Action Now!. (1988). National AIDS phone-in.
AIDS ACTION NOW! = Groupe D’Action SIDA (1988) Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16.
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AIDS TREATMENTS MUST
BE AN ELECTION ISSUE!

Where do the parties stand on access
to promising new AIDS treatments?

Their silence = our deaths.

The Tory government has buried promising AIDS
treatments under mountains of red tape - their
record is four years of neglect. The other parties
remain largely silent.

Make AIDS action an election issue!

BURN THE BUREAUCRACY!
END THE SILENCE!

RALLY, MARCH + ROAST

Saturday October 22
7:30pm 519 Church St.

AIDS ACTION NOW!

co-sponsored by the AIDS Committee of Toronta.@

193%

Flyer for a protest sponsored by AIDS Action Now! and the
AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) the month before the election.

AIDS Action Now! & AIDS Committee of Toronto. (1988). AIDS treatments must be an election issue.
AIDS ACTION NOW! = Groupe D’Action SIDA (1988) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16.

156 | 2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms


https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AIDS-treatments-must-be-an-election-issue.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16

Group3

Questions & Answers

Canada’s

Immigration Policies
as They Affect

People Living
with HIV/AIDS

March 2003

Canada’s new Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act became faw on 28 June 2002,
MNew Immigration and Refugee Protaction
Regulations also came into effect on that date.
This Q&A sheet provides some general information
on how the act and the regulations affect peaple
living with HIVIAIDS.

EEe il

EARAmAN Ay garauien
wrwiarnsliuninioor on
gt : HIVIAIDS
mErwHSAIvIH RIRA 1

Intreduction

A brief deseription of the different categories ol
penple who seek to come to Canada will assisi
the reader 10 better understand the information
in this document. Foreign nationals may seek o
enter Canada ns remparary residents, u category
thar includes visitors, students and temporary
workers (including seasonal workers), Foreign
nationals may also apply for permanent resi-
dence, a category that includes skilled workers,
business class applicants (eg, investors and
entrepreneurs), family class applicants {includ
ing spouses, common law parners, dependent
children and some other relatives), and refugees.

Special visas or permils are reguired in the fol-
lowing situations:

« Foreign nationals from certain countries
require a visi o visit Canada or to work tem-
porarily in Canada, (A list of the countries can
be found on the website of Citizenship and
Dumigration Canada (CIC) vig www.aic.ge.ca.
Click on "t Visit.")

* Foreign nationals seeking o study in Canada
require a study visa if the penod of study is
more than six months,

Almost all foreign nationals seeking 1o work
temporarily in Canada require a work permit,

Are people who seek to enter Canada
required to take an HIV test?

All foreign nationals applving for permanent
regidence in Canada, and cerfain applicants for
femparary residence, are vequired to undergo an
immigration medical examination, The exami-
mation includes a question aboumt whether the
individual has ever tested positive for HIV. It
also includes an HIV antibody tesr for all per-
sons 15 years of age or over. (While the HIV
antibody test is not done for most people upder
15 years of age, it may he required for children
who have received blood or blood products,
have an HIV-positive parent or are potential
adoplees. )

Applicants for temporary residence who
require an immigration medical examipation
arc

= peaple who are coming to Canada lor n peri-
ol in excess of six consecutive months AND
who have resided for o period of six or more
consecutive months in a designated country
in the year preceding their application; and

people who are coming to Canada 1o work in
an occupation where protection of public

Excerpt from a pamphlet co-produced by the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network
and Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS outlining the possible implications of Canada’s new Immigration
and Refugee Protection Act for HIV-positive people (page 1 of 2).
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CANADA'S IMMIGRATION POLICIES - QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

health 15 essential, regardless of country of
residence or intended length of stay in Canada.
(Mare details oo the medical examination require-
inenls for applicants for lemporary esidence, and
on destguated countries, are available an the CLC
website via www.gic.ge.ca. Chek on "o Visit" and
then on “doctor’s examination.”)

Short-term applicants for lemporary residence (1e,
people planning lo stay six months or less) are
NOT required o undergo i medical examinution
umless they are very ill.

For people applying from abroad, the medical
examination is performed by # local medical
practitioner  designated by Citizenship and
Immigration Canada (CTC). For people applying
fromm within Canada, 8 CIC-designmted medical

« certain sponsored applicants for permanent
residence in the family class — specifically
spouses, common law partners and depen-
dent children,

An applicant for permanent residence in (he
family class can he sponsored by 8 Canadian
citizen or permanent resident who is ar least 18
years of age and whi aerecs to be financtally
responsible for the applicant for 4 perind of
fime

A sponse is 0 married parmer of the opposite
sex, A common law pariner is defined as some-
one of the same or opposite sex with whom the
sponsor has lived in o conjugal relationship for
at least o year. The requirement of living
together for one year may be waived in certain
CiRe L, (Sees Dhmigration and Refupee

practitioner perfivrms the medieal examination in
Canadu.

The HIV antibody test is supposed to e sceom
panied by pre- and post-test counselling.
However, in pracrice, this has not been happen
ing consistently.

Are persons living with HIV/AIDS
allowed to come into Canada?

The fmmigration amd Refugee Protection Act
does not specifically mention HIV or ALDS,
However, section 38 (1) of the Act says that for-
eign nutionals can be refused entry into Canada
based on thewr medical condition iF

+

Uiey e Dikely (o be a threat W public health or
Silety; or

they would place excessive demands on gov
emment services,

Since 1991, Canada bas not considered people
with HIV 1o be o threar 1o public health and safe-
ty. ‘Therefore, Canada generally only excludes
people with HIV if they can be expected 1o place
i excessive burden on publicly funded health
and social services, (For a summary of the reasons
why persons living with HIVIAIDS should non he
considered @ threal (o public health snd saflety, see A
Klein, HIVALDS and Immigeaion: Final Repor, See
‘Additionul Reading”™ atthe end of this Q& A sheet for
ire fnformation on this publication, )

Under section 38(2) of the A, there ure sever-
ul calegories of persons who are exempt from the
excessive demand provisions, including:

« refugees, whether applying inside or outside
Canada: ond

Protection Regulaony, SOR002-227, 5 1),

Unless they are very ill, short-term applicants
for temporary residence (including visitors)
who are fiving with HIV/ATDS are not expect
ed 1o place uny demands on health and social
pervices, so they are generally allowed 1o come
inte Cainadu, Visitors are usually pot covered
by provincial or temmitorial healih insurance.

Forall veher foreizn nadonals, a case-by-case
assessment is made W determine whether the
individoal iy expected w cause excessive
demands on health or social services, The
Regrdationy stute that demand 1% considered
“excessive” I the estimated finuncial burden
the individual would place on healith and social
services 15 greater than that of the average
Canadiun. The cost for te average Canadiun iy
calculated based on data provided by the
Conadmmn [nstitute Tor Health Inlormation, In
2002, the cost was CANS 3,572, ‘The ligure
changes each year, The estimated fnancial
burden 15 coleulated over a five-year perod
from the date of the person’s lalest medical
examination. According to section (1)) of
the Regulationy, the period of time mny be
extended to 10 years il there 15 evidence thut
significant costs are likely 1o be incurred
beyond five vears (such asin the case of HIV
infection), The contributions the individual 15
expected 10 make 10 Canadian society, whether
economic or social, are net taken into account,
A linding of excessive demand usually leads 1o
o decloration that the individual is medically
inadmissible.

Excerpt from a pamphlet co-produced by the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network
and Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS outlining the possible implications of Canada’s new Immigration
and Refugee Protection Act for HIV-positive people (page 2 of 2).

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network & Canadian Strategy on HIV/AIDS. (2003).
Questions and answers: Canada’s immigration policies as they affect people living with HIV/AIDS. Canada.
Immigration and Refugee Board Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6196.
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...about Abariginal Peaple living with HIV/AIDS

The Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network needs our Leaders to
take action to end HIV/AIDS Stigma and Discrimination now.

Each day, another Aboriginal person will test positive for HIV.
What will you do to support our relatives living with HIV/AIDS?

Speak out and challenge HIV/AIDS stigma and
discrimination. It's the right thing to do!

To find out more... Contact CAAN, your Community Health Centre j_fj.
or Nursing Station. Visit www.caan.ca/endstizma, IS
Call toll free 1 888 285 2226 Y

Postcard by the CAAN Communities, Alliances & Networks,
formally Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN), date unknown (ca. 1990-2000).

Communities, Alliances & Networks. (n.d.). Life isn’t always a box of chocolates.
Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839.

2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms | 159


https://arquives.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/caan-1.pdf
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839

lﬁl‘—'"ﬁ | he African
7B and Caribbean
/‘—‘§ Council on

HIV/AIDS in Ontario
(ACCHO) is made up of
organizations and
individuals committed
to HIV prevention,
education, advocacy,
research, treatment,
care and support for

African and Caribbean

communities
in Ontario.

31V 9M OYM

. The members include

For more information N ; W community organizations,
about the Council or the ! researchers, government,
African and Caribbean Strategy S RERA e j health institutions,

on HIV/AIDS in Ontario please individuals and private
call ACCHO sector organizations.
' At least two-thirds

For services related to of the voting

HIV/AIDS please ct an 7= .. > members must be
AIDS ice organization . 2 African and
in vo a. o Caribbean

i ¢ people.

416-977-7725

1-866-615-3506

otmail.com

Booklet published by the African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario (ACCHO), 2005.

African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario. (2005).
‘Who we are. African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile18620.
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someone has AIDS be cured?
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chicken pox or | gets AlDS when
measles. HIV the body
Is more gets tired of
dangerous | fighting
HIV
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Can kids get

They get tested by a
doctor. Only a doctor
can tell if somecne
has HIV or AIDS
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1Aeq sssuaiemy
sanv [euidogy
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What is a
virus?

or more and
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fep alo
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Mo, peaple live a long
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Paper fortune teller (unfolded) featuring facts about HIV/AIDS. Produced by the
CAAN Communities, Alliances & Networks, formally Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN),
date unknown (between 1997-2018).

Communities, Alliances & Networks. [Paper fortune teller].
Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile12839.
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h 4 h 4

HAY NHUNG NOTTHU MAU - _THU MAU VE

A KHONG CAN TEN THAT : SIEU VI TRUNG HIV
cHo MINH gl'lnsz';]c;rr:h'ﬁcn’sscsniri u g -
MOT cn,d HQI Hassle Free Women's Clinic

: 220566

nrD E North York BOVD Clinic

cHONGLAl T8S-4541
BENH NAY

"GAY ASIAN AIDS PROJECT" giip
gido duc va gidp do nhiimg ngudi
A Chéu mang bénh HIV va AIDS.

Goi chung t6i:
926-1626 (ban ngay)
967-0477 (budi tai)
462-1397  (Monday 7 -10 PM)

HAY HOAT PONG /s
NGAY TU BAY GIO !

All information will be ket confidentil Gif N AIDS | Gl

Vietmanese-language pamphlet published by the
Gay Asian AIDS Project (GAAP), date unknown (after 1994).

Gay Asian AIDS Project. (n.d.). Th mdu v& siéu vi trang HIV. Gay Asian AIDS project Vertical file.
The rQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile1839.
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Group 4

ENOUGH IS
'ENOUGH...

LISYEN UP BIGOTS

AN ATTACK
ON ONE OF US

.
o MILITANT

AN ATTACK
ON ALL OF U8 HOMOSEXUAL

r 4
AWARNING FROM THE QUEER NATION

Queer Nation Toronto poster, ca. 1992-1994.

Queer Nation Toronto. (1992-1994). Enough is enough ... fight back. Queer Nation (Toronto) Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile4586.

QUEER

NATION

Queer Nation button, 1990s.

Queer Nation Toronto. (199-). Queer Nation. Button. Catalogue number CB994.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6136.
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Every day one of us is taken by the enemy. Whether itis an AIDS death due to homophobic
government inaction or a lesbian bashing in an all-night diner (in a supposedly lesbian
neighborhood), we are being systematically picked off and we will continue to be wiped
out unless we realize that if they take one of us they must take all of us.

Excerpt from the Queer Nation Manifesto

Being queer is not abouta right to privacy; itis about the freedom to be public, to just be who
we are. It means everyday fighting oppression; homophobia, racism, misogyny, the bigotry
of religious hypocrites and our own self-hatred. (We have been carefully taught to hate
ourselves.) And now of course it means fighting a virus as well, and all those homo-haters
who are using AIDS to wipe us off the face of the earth.

Excerpt from the Queer Nation Manifesto
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I’'m angry. I'm angry for being condemned to death by strangers saying, “You deserve to die’
and ‘AIDS is the cure.’ Fury erupts when a Republican woman wearing thousands of dollars of
garments and jewelry minces by the police lines shaking her head, chuckling and wagging her
finger at us like we are recalcitrant children making absurd demands and throwing a temper
tantrum when they aren’t met. Angry while Joseph agonizes over $8000 a year for AZT which
might keep him alive a little longer and which does make him sicker than the disease he is
diagnosed with. Angry asI listen to a man tell me that after changing his will five times he’s
running out of people to leave things to. All of his best friends are dead. Angry when I stand

in a sea of quilt panels, or go to a candlelight march or attend yet another memorial service. I
will not march silently with a f---ing candle and I want to take that goddamned quilt and wrap
myselfin itand furiously rent it and my hair and curse every god religion ever created. I refuse
to accepta creation that cuts people down in the third decade of their life. It is cruel and vile
and meaningless and everything I have in me rails against the absurdity and I raise my face to
the clouds and a ragged laugh that sounds more demonic than joyous erupts from my throat
and tears stream down my face and if this disease doesn’t kill me, I may just die of frustration.

Excerpt from the Queer Nation Manifesto
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Lesson 2:
Learn About Intersectional
2SLGBTQIA+ Experiences

In this lesson, students will...

* Learn about the impact of colonization on gender and sexuality

* Learnabout BIPOCand disabled queer and trans histories

Time Activity Materials Needed
15 minutes Learn about the impact of colonization on e Google Slides
gender and sexuality (Google Slides)
40 minutes Learn about BIPOC and disabled queer and * Print-outs
trans histories (Jigsaw activity) * Optional: chart paper and markers
10 minutes Take-aways N/A
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Activity 1: Learn about the Impact of Colonization on Gender
and Sexuality

15 minutes

1. Remind students about what they learned about in the previous lesson.
Last class, we learned about some significant events for 2SLGBTQIA+ communities. Today, we
are going to talk about how colonization and white supremacy have contributed to queerphobic
and transphobic cultures in Canada. These structures have had a lasting impact on who is most
visible in queer and trans movements and have meant that Black, Indigenous, people of colour,
and disabled queer and trans activists have had to form their own community spaces to address
their needs.

2. Present the Google Slides to your class. Note: The slideshow also includes a think-pair-share
activity and a personal reflection.

Preparation

* Read over the lesson overviews and Google Slides

* Setup your projector

Materials

*  Google Slides
* Computer and projector
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Activity 2: Learn about BIPOC and Disabled Queer Histories
(Jigsaw activity)
40 minutes

1. Explain activity to your class:
We are now going to learn about some of the ways in which Black, Indigenous, people of colour,
and disabled queer and trans communities have resisted oppression. You will first be put into
a main group and given a number from 1 to 5. Once you have a number, you’ll form another
group with others who were given the same number. You'll analyze texts together before going
back to your main group to share what you’ve learned. We’ll then come back together as a class
to talk.

2. Startby creating five main groups.
3. Then, number each personin the groupal, 2, 3,4, or S.

4. Then tell each number group to gather. Once the groups have gathered, give them their
materials and discussion questions. Remind them they have 15-20 minutes to discuss in their
number groups.

5. After 15-20 minutes, call them back to their main groups to discuss for another 15-20 minutes
or so. You might want to suggest that each person only shares for about 2-4 minutes.

6. Come backas a class and ask each main group to share the ideas they found the most interesting.

Preparation

* Print the discussion questions and primary source documents

Materials

¢ Print-outs

* Optional: Chart paper and markers for groups to write down their ideas
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Printand Cut Out The Following...

Task

Refer to the following questions as discussion prompts. You don’t need to answer all of the
questions. Be prepared to share a bit about your discussion with your main group in 15-20 minutes.

1. Whatstood out to you about the text(s) you interacted with?
2. How did you feel while interacting with these texts?

3. Alotof these texts speak to city life. Why do you think that is? How do you think queer and
trans experiences might differ in smaller towns or rural areas?

4. How do you think activism in BIPOC 2SLGBTQIA+ communities is different than in white
queer and trans communities?

5. How do you think activism in disabled 2SLGBTQIA+ communities is different than in non-
disabled queer and trans communities?
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Task

Now that you are back in your main group, you’ll have 15-20 minutes to discuss what you talked
about in your individual number groups. Each person might want to spend a few minutes talking
about what you discussed. Here are some things you can focus on sharing.. ..

*  What texts you interacted with

*  Whatyou learned about the communities you focused on

*  Whatyou learned about the activist efforts of those communities

* Anything else you found interesting

Groupr:

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’
interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and
additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or
without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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SEPIA PRODUCTIONS

PRESENTS

A SLIDE SHOW

ASIAN LESBIANS PAST AND PRESENT

Tuesday November 15th, 1988
At the 518 Church

A slide presentation about lesbianism in Ching, India, Japan and the Pacific Islands
from ancient times to the present. Topics include sex-segregated sisterfioods, godesses,
women warriors, fewinist writers and political activists.

Presented by June Chan direct from N.Y., co-founder of
Asian Lesbians of the East Coast

Co-sponsored by : Asian Lesbians of Toronto

For Information call Sepia Productions 588-2934

g = —= ' r __:& Emﬂ] 2

Flyer from an event put on by the group Asian Lesbians of Toronto, 1988.

Asian Lesbians of Toronto (1988). Sepia Productions Presents Asian Lesbians Past and Present.
Asian Lesbians of Toronto Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile241.
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fhush presents

pﬂfﬁ p?}’ C{&s’ﬂ

Friday
March 23rd,
8 PM:

“RAJ, RAJ, ACAINST
THE DYING OF THE
LIGHT...”

A night of film, video, readings &
performance.

MEMORY PICTURES
Ao by Prazbbs Parmar
A profile of gay, South Asian
photographer Sunil Cugta and the
way his work intersects cencerns.
of sexual and racial identity.
Cupta’s journey weanves with many
others' to construct the wider
histoeical context of migration
and remembrance.
The video will be introduced
by Pratibha Parmar,

INCHA HEARTS BEAT
Aviden by Leta Sufie
Sufir invokes themes of
cultural displacement
and nastalgia in this
experimental video of
three women's journey
Inko thelr memorles
ofindia.

WALLFLOWER

Abort ankmated il by Gl Saxesa
Sawena uses the dassic metaphor
of the wallflower to depict how a

deep sense of insecurity combined
with the overaggressive actions of
others can cause one to withdraw,

REALHNGS BY:
Hirstani Banneri
Teacher, acivistand wiites DOING TME,
‘ad cha forthcoming children's Book,
COOURLD ACTURE.

Arun Mukherjee
Mathin of TOWARLS AN AZSTHETIC OF
OFPOSITION,

M.C. Vassanji

Pubbsher of The Tereatn South Asan Review.
and wthor of the novel THE CURNYSACK,

And a performanee by
Malika Mendez from the works of
Suniti Mamjoshi.

Saturday
March 24th,
2PM

T
AJNABI (“Exife”)

A parvel discussion which will
examine culture in the Scuth Aslan
diaspora. Themes engaged
include: issues of location and
context; invisikility within the
larger community; problems and
perspectives on issues of gender
and class.

Ramabal Espinet, moderator

Participants :
Himani Bannerji  Amold itwaru
Ali Kazimi  Malika Mendez
Arun M’ukheme annha Pasmar

ADMISSIDN IS FREE.

Desh:Pardesh (which translates
o "home,/aut of home”) Is organ-
ized by the cultural committes of
KHUSH, an crganization serving
Tororita's South Asian lesbian and
gay cammunity.
Admission for the event is 35 in
advance, 56 at the door. (separate

admission for each nighty
For both nights: 58 In advance,

Roskeoom and The Bucid Theatre,
The event is being held at:
The Euclid Theat,
394 Euclid Ave

TEucid e 15 3 Blocis of 1 SIstecar smp
weet o Batherst at Colegel.

This vent |5 co-speasoned by CKLN 8.1 FM
D by the.

South Asian Culture in the Diasporq

Saturday
March 24th,
8 PM

“OM IS WHERE THE
ARTIS..."

A night of filem, readings and
music performance.

Musician All Koushkand, whose
work fuses the music of the
Middle-East with that of the sub-
cantinent will perform.

READINGS BY:
Krishantha Sri Bhaggivadatta

Activist and writer {THE OLY MINGRITY 5
THEROURGLOGID,

Ramabai Espinet
Wiriter amd edditce (CREATION FIRE: A
ANTHOLOGY OF CARIESEAN WOMEN POETS)
Arnold ftwary

Post and pvlst GHANTY who wil ead
whh bl sccompsnintat by Suee

WVIOICE OF OUR OWN
AT by PramBa Ratnam and A3 Kaziod

VOICE OF OUR OWN dacuments.
how immigrant and visible
minarity women, dissatisfied with
thhe lack of attention devoted to
their concerns of immigration,
employment and racism, strilce out
on their own to form a parallel
mavement to the white feminist
struggle.

W Tape Distribution and Khush
jpresent the premiere of

FLESH AND FPAFER
A im by Prasibiha Parmar

A lyrical documentary about the
life and wark of Sunit Namjoshi, a
Seasth Aslan lesblan writer,

The film will be introduced by
Pratibha Parmar.

Program outline for the first Desh:Pardesh (Desh Pardesh) festival and conference, Toronto, 1990.
Organized by Khush: South Asian Gay Men of Toronto, Desh Pardesh featured work

by queer South Asian people in the diaspora.

Khush: South Asian Gay Men of Toronto. (1990).

Khush presents Desh:Pardesh. Desh Pardesh : Intra-National Conference and Festival Exploring the
Politics of South Asian Cultures in the West (1st: 1990 : Toronto, ON) Vertical file.

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile16628.
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OWHERE I THEWORLD s there a

festival like Desh Pardesh. For

12 years, South Asians from

around the ghobe have come 1o
talk opendy about liberation fram
oppressive dognias — whether it be
Hindu findamentalism or your par-
ents forcing you to be a doctor and
straight.

Success, however, has braught
problenss.

*Dvesh is sulfering from a boss of
cultural memary and graunding in the
values that ariginally propelled it
says artist Sharon Fernandez, among
the first participants a2 Desh {she is
currenily warking at the Canada
Couneil as an equity coordinator).

Critics point 1o the creative spiril
and spirited dialogue 4 thiefestival’s
early years

Nelson Carvello,  founding mer-
ber of Khash (Toronto's South Asian
queer bays chab) and ane of the ongml
organizers of Desh Pardesh, says: “The
first years of Desh wore very political,
creative, cxciting and scary all at the
same time!” In 1985, the Khush boys,
with the help of Gay Asizns Tosanto,
organised an event called Salaam
Toranto (Desh's predecessor) at the
$19 Charch Strect Comenunity Centre.

“We wanted 10 expose our famillies
tovoar realities as queer South Asians,”
says Carvello, “And at the same time
we also wanted 10 expose the white
£y and lesbian community to our
liwes in more than a tokenistic fshion.
There was 30 nauch ereativity and we
had alot of fun. bus the vision was
always about outreach — outwand
and imward.”

Carvello recalls the early years as
exhilarating — and intimidating —
because people at different stages in
their palitical evolution, were giving
waice I nimerons paints of view,

He remembers ome night, in pastic-
ular: Sanera Thobani was screening

Popular fest looks to
its roots as success
sparks criticism

Desh’
=midlif

GI'ISIS

acceptance, Acharya lawghs as she con-

“loak at your awn class background by becoming a showcase of names and  fesses: “No matver what [ say, when

and don't azsame what class peaple persenalities. Ilsmhnscrnsmhcr Desh comes arsund cvery year, 1 buy
are.” The discussion went back and mgph.c I the pass and ything, Itis the
forth. Carvelk bers it 16 be speak and come away witha  only place where | foel ke full sepre-
heated amd totally engaging. He says renevwed sense of bope and vision. sentation of my reality is possible.”
that tsis kit f s feedback  The critique is often vigorous “This year we are Irying o crcate a

was happening all the time,

Using words like alienation and
disappuiniment, some South Asians
Feel that the beat has cooled in the last
three or four years. Local besbian and
barsg timse Desh contributor, Lecla
Acharya, thinks that "Desh has

brecause Desh is maore than just
a festival: 1t means family
to s many South Asian
people. And not unlike
Tamily, it has had its
share of sibling rivalries,
tetalitarian defensive par-

ma»mﬁﬂ :halngue berwml all of

changing. Our intention is Lo encour-
age this discusskonin a way that isa't
abenating."

Organizers have structured the fes-
tiwal o that there is a lot of time
between events for meals and diseus-
sion. There will be a (A after all the
programs so that presenters and awdi-

says Mak Haslam, a mem-
) ber of the Desh program.

ence b peak with cach
odlses, and the MCs are being trained
w pul the performances in contexs,

lang time contributer o
the South Asian queer com-

g all questions and

comments. Also, there is "Cullurally

Informed mlwa]wnllnp a project
1 by a worksh

one of her films. Afterwards, someone  strayed from the radical hot bed of ents, and even the favourite children mumity. “People are at diffe

in the audience got up and d ihs litics and Astartedout  who get all the props and attentton, when they come together at Desh.

the ilm had no class analysis. Then iolx. The festival has become: And]wrlﬂwfamd:{ all the kids They have different vocabularies, and
others jamped upand responded with  “clique-ish, self indulgent.” shesays,  keep back, loaking for bove and  these g constantly

Queerly passionate & politi=:]

deat acthvit Shel Batacharya, who

I=

elass Y {iam

Yo 2t the 519 Church

wha'llepen up the mixed bag of identityis

A formes Terentonian now based

pof the same
name) where all festival attendees are
invited to review any program at the
festival. Artiches will be posted at the
festival mainspace and archived for
Futisre reference,

shap “Tndi Hircan Eyes” (1:30pm
calFr, Jun 11t The $191.
Dances snd author Gitanjal Kolanad per-

ganizers sxy they are com-
eitted to revivieg the ariginal values
and politics. Haslam states that much

forms
phsce, induding spoken weed 20d puppets.
Firurette fernand, of i Lankan pirentage
wha grew upia the calteral mix of Toronty's
Jane and Fach neighbeurhiond, presents

B Devolution, an exploration in aathropalogy

of the responsibility also belongs to
the adience. “Thesh is meant 1o bea
catalyst for discussion, and then it is
wp to the audience 10 re-interpret and
resinvent the circle of meaning that
they get from Desh.”
Past of the shift inclades more

mlcyami]-myammup. wilh a move

L, 2 gayriLankan artist and activist. She I Yanceuver, Sheila James, joiss ard whan eullure, intorperating dance,
PRt Mlnﬁwmm The yeung, multi-
Lating, Phipine, g o i bap, hawe, & bay
tits ip-hep scenein panelexgloring Jammes breakins, swing, mime and Afro-Brazilisn
Lo Bageber. multi-national ith
hlawfununuwwhhemm Tarss a5 the “thi izalion.” i, Juom 184, 1 Fue
Find out’ cal j 3 "L You Tell Me How
Ml‘dﬁl&mﬁsp«ul theEmitations  {feom Ypmoon Fr, Jun 11 at The 519} Amachli,  Toget Street?
the eriminal [ Manjusha Pawagi and
me : “' ragdsm put sat, Jun 12 Rulshasa Khas, fleor painting and Indisn
{ith fudh i i od
sion that carvies her, In My Veim, b il K
Dle's vibeant commitment 1o froedom story of bei nd steeling iz, pelitical “Simon Says: Do a Lotus Flawer. ™ These
Dlaper atam- . i, hen 1), from
Toama at iy vacatien. (At i, hem 11 at the Inafist nﬁswammmﬂm 12:30pm to 4:30pm oo n\,lnn
peaing sight at 7pm on Thu, Jen 10 (Mest  John Spotton Cinema, 150 John 5t fresh dial Far ather laak
& of the events take place 82 Buddies ) ! e baut the fi h a1 cemmmenity
1 biwerk-  bocksteres and organizations.

aweay from ids ‘based programs.
like a women's night or a queer night.
The hope is 1o present a nsore inclas
siveand fuid presentation of progres-
sive South Asian voices,

Desh Pardesh.

‘Say your piece about this
story at www.xtra.ca.
(lick “Features™ 1o air your views.

Jun 3, 1999 XTRAJ N+ 381 33

Excerpt from a 1999 article in Xtra! on the de-politicization and de-radicalization of Desh Pardesh over time.
For more on this, read Leah Lakshmi-Piepzna Samarasinha’s piece, “Artists, Rebels, Warriors:
Desh Pardesh’s Legacy and the Future of Radical South Asian Art.”

Dhanani, Z. (1999). Desh’s mid-life crisis. Xtra!.
Desh Pardesh : Intra-National Conference and Festival Exploring the Politics of South Asian Cultures in the West
(5th: 1995 : Toronto, ON) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1926.
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Watch an excerpt from “Interview with Alan Li for the Queer Liberation Theory Project.”
The entire interview is over an hour long; watch until the eight minute mark and then discuss.

Alan Liis a physician, community organizer, activist, and artist, and became connected to the gay
liberation movement through Gay Asians Toronto in 1981. Li was involved with the formation
of the Coalition Against Homophobia, and in creating social spaces that allow non-activists to
contribute politically. Li discusses the importance of intersectionalities within the LGBTQ+
movement and the need to create spaces for all voices.

This interview was conducted on October 16,2011 by Dr. Nick Mulé.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/1116.
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MIN-ALAQ: A SOCIAL/SUPPORT GROUP FOR GAY, LESBIAN AND BISEXUAL MUSLIMS

The expression Min-Alaq is derived from the Quranic chapter a/-Igrea’, which was the first verse
revealed 1o the Prophet of Islam. The verse reads as follows:

"Read! In the name of thy Lord who created,
Who created humanity from a clot of blood (Min-Alag),
Read! And thy Lord is most Bountiful-
Who taught (the use of) the Pen
Taught humanity that which it knew not!"

The verse does two things; it emphasises not only the importance of knowledge and learning in Islam,
but it reduces the whole of humanity to a single common denominator,

FEEFRRBERBEERS

Growing up as a part of a minority has its fair share of challenges -including discrimination and
alienation - regardless of which minority it is.

This is certainly true if you are a Muslim in Canada belonging to a largely new Canadian community
of less than 400,000 individuals scattered across the largest country in the world, and encompassing
over 80 different ethnic, racial and cultural groups. The fact that Islam and its adherents are
stigmatized by many often compounds those challenges.

For those Canadian Muslims that are gay, lesbian or bisexual, the issues of discrimination and
alienation are compounded as these individuals are a minority within a minority, and are more often
than not scorned by their birth community because of their sexual orientation.

Throughout North America groups have formed to address the social and spiritual needs of gays,
lesbians, and bisexuals from a variety of specific faith traditions.

Despite the size of the Muslim community in North America in general, and in Metro Toronto (with
an estimated community of 200,000) in particular, there are no associations or groups to give gay,
lesbian and bisexual Muslims support in reconciling and coming to terms with their sexual
orientation and their faith, or even a means of socializing.

Potentially the first such group (anywhere?), Min-Alag hopes to do just that. Simply put, Min-Alag
hopes to create and foster a supportive and understanding environment for gay, leshian and bisexual
Muslims and their friends. )

Min-Alaq is open to all gays, lesbians and bisexuals of Muslim origin, regardless of sect, race or
national origin, and their friends and supporters.

If you are interested in being part of Min-Alag, or simply want to know more, please come lo the
First meeting of Min-Alag on Wednesday, September 30, 1992 at 8 p.m. at the 519 Community
Centre - 519 Church Street.

Min-Alag can be contacied at; (416) 925-9872 (XTRA) Extension 2109

Flyer advertising Min-Alag’s first meeting, 1992. Min-Alaq was one of the first organizations for
queer Muslims anywhere, and likely the firstin Canada.

Min-Alaq. (1992). Min-Alaq: A social support group for gay, lesbian, and bisexual Muslims. MIN-ALAQ Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile6827.

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Li, A. (2018). Power in community: Queer Asian activism from the 1980s to 2000s.
InJ. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus Ware (Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour histories of Toronto. Between the Lines.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736.
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Group 2:

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’
interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and
additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or
without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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INSIDE: WHAT’S ON/ WHAT’S WHEN/ WHAT’S WHERE

’ -
t's catching!

rime-time soap
ania hits hundreds,

preads to yer
nother gay bar!

‘ ou're always
straightening out
my life!” huffs

teven at Claudia as he storms
ut of the bedroom.

““Why am I here watching
Vis?"" Lask myself, Here Lam
i the middle of a gay bar sur-
ounded by gorgeous young
uys—all glued to those video
greens! This could only be
Pynasty night at Club 101!
As the opening eredits roll,
Inanticipatory silence fillsthe
ar, as packed as a Saturday
ight and with just as flam-
oyant a crowd. On Wednes-

continved inside }

Collins: mived emotions

XTF Al

THE BODY POLITIC'S GUA .

DOUG STEWART, DERYCK GLODON, DEBBIE DOUGLAS & SYLMADEL COKE

phiata; Sanjs Wills

FINDING A
SPACE OF OUR OWN

Getting together with Zami and Lesbians of Colour

“L ook, Mom, you
. They're not
all wl'utc"‘ Mary
Simms smiles as she remem-
bers what she longed to be
able 1o rell her mother when
shebrought home a new wom-
an friend. *“When 1 first came
out, I looked everywhere for
lesbians of colour,"” she says.
Mary now has a place to
look. She's become a member
of Lesbians of Colour, one of
the city’s newest community
groups. The all-inclusive
name seemed to choose itsclf,
explains Carol, one of the
founders. “When I first put,
an ad in The Body Politic, 1

wanted toget together agroup
of black leshians,’” she says,
*‘But then all these other lesbi-
ans of colour began phoning
me.""

‘‘Some people are antsy
about a group just for blacks
or West Indians,” says Doug
Stewart, who belongs to Zami,
another new organization,
“They don't seem to under-
stand how important it is for
peopletoget togetherand have
their own space when they're
a minority.”

Zami—the nameisan East-
ern Caribbean word for leshi-
an sex—is open to black peo-
ple and West Indians of either

sex. Zamiand Lesbians of Col-
our have been meeting regu-
larly for several months now,
and reliable reports are that
they're attracting a fun bunch
of people. Meetings run the
gamut, combining potluck
suppers with peer counselling
and discussions on topics ran-
ging from co-parenting todis-
criminationinlocal bars, New
members are definitely wel-
come! Tim MeCaskelf |

Leshians of Cofour (537-1819)
meets Sunday evenings, and
Zami (537-2806) gets together
Thursdays at the 519 Church
St Community Centre,

Cover of the December 1984 issue of Xtra!including an article
on the newly-formed groups Zami and Lesbians of Colour.

McCaskell, T. (1984, Dec.). Finding a space of our own. Xtra!. Lesbians of Colour (Toronto) Vertical file.

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https:

collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3322.
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Multicultural
African/Caribbean &
y "?outh Under29 i

Information card for the Black Queer Youth (BQY) Initiative at Toronto’s Sherbourne Health Centre.
The BQY Initiative is a drop-in program organized with Supporting Our Youth (SOY) and offers peer support
and mentorship for Black, Caribbean, African, and Black-identified multiracial queer and trans youth.

Black Queer Youth Initiative. [ca. 2005]. BQY Initiative.
Black Queer Youth Initiative Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile22483.
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Pride Day, Sunday June 24, 1=
In ihe south end of the parking lot across
from the Wallesley Subway Siation

—

T

PARADE wmn

-— Yy

Bar WA e

African

Teu- 7200 DrUMMers 5
& Dancers

W Escola
AT de Samba 7200 - ToAD P

de Toronto

Select Events with You

Thursday June 21, 2001

& an Dusk

AIDS Candlelight Vigh in Crwthe
Park (behind the 519 Church SL
Community Cerre]. Tnfi: call Bill
Pl at 416,392 6878 w1, 312

Friday June 22, 2001

w730 pm - M0 pm

saturday June 23, 2001
& MW am

il Annuad Pride &

in Mind
Sunday June 24, 2001
& lam

(¥ Chmirch

Runt at Church St and Welloskyy 51.
Tofor: calt $16-944-9449, visi
wwwpriderur.ong or email
runnor @ peidenion.

& Zpm
Dryke March siss at the corbor of

Chiech 8. and Gloucestes St
Tnfo: call 416 R2PRIDE (827-7433),

Wormyn in Cancert 9t fl 519 Charch
St Comenunlty Centre, $6-8.

{nfix call 415-760-2077, visie
wwwway racampeds, of erail
carnusty S htmatl com

. 9pm

2 Divas present Pride Weekend Kick
O Parry ot Balrsor's Triangh. 17
Beelerantns St with 1 Cafjimire. Fronl
Trifor: call 416 350.0344, e visit
www Sl

* Wpm

$12 at thhe dooe: Tofiy: call 416-TBOEI0.
or emall mentaldsnr @gympatica.o

& lpm

PELAL! peesents Pride Friday Foo 2

e EY Moasnbo, 464 Spading Ave. $, of

Cotlege, sl st D] cest Verila,

ki Bod, Dives Ki, No Capitalist.
Swmet soca, wicked reggae, latin dhanc:

Teven, sizzling hrmise, atmoath RER, Lettnn

g bop arud mch moce... $10

wisit o etmadl
dyfurmarch @ peidetornnio com

® 2pm-8pm

Fruh Loopr @ PRIDE: free
ovtcdoor/ldoor milti-discipline queer
youth ats festhal, Music, art,
peeformance, conwdy, wideo. dance wnd
the hottost djs ull under 251 Buddies in
Bad Times Theatre, | 2 Alexnneler St

& 9pen

2 Dy prosent Pride Saturday Night
Extravaganza at Balmuto's Triangbe,
17 Ralmetn St with T Cafjeners. $10
Tt call 4168999444, or visit
wndivas.citunes

» M pe

SAVOLR: Pride 2001 prosonts
HARMONY and "MELODA" at Thw
Wockingbird. 580 King S W, with
DI Dasrtise Benson s oehers. W
10 i acdvanen, $12 ai the door.
Tnfo: call 416-TG0-81H), or emall
mendadchtier@sympatico o

& 10 pm - 8 am

UNT‘ Y 2000 Cireubt Party at the CRE

Contuct:

Hulding, $70 Tafio:
Www i pytaronto.oom

pieesenes Celehration Service on v
Priche South Stage. a1 Chureh 52, ard
Wrend 5.

» 2pm

Prite Parade starts at Church St wnd
Boor 51, Infio: www, pricesomnto.com.
416 92PRIDE (527-7433).

® Lpm- 1l pm

Elackness Yes? peesents Blockorana -
an Expresston of Black Pride. [ the
sonsth ot o the parking lof srsos
from the Wellssiey Sutnay Statfon.
TIndo! eall 415-925-XTRA (9872}

ol 2282, wisdt
heep/foommanitivs. msn ca'blockatmia
ar email bladwssyes & hotmil com

. lpm

# Divas peesent The Oficial
Bhickarwma Afboer Party and Aaliph
CD rolease parcy ot Club Magdmttan,
14 Palmuto 5t with [ Black Cat. 38
Infios call A1G-8GH-444, e vish

v drdivas bt

Tussday June 26, 2001

Event schedule for the 2001 Blockorama stage at Toronto Pride.

Blackness Yes!. (2001). Blackness Yes! presents Blockorama 2001.

Blackness Yes Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile9299.
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BLACKTO THE
FUTURE

If you find the calypso and soca rhythms
B of Caribana intoxicating but are concerned
that dancin’ real close to some beauty at the
parade might get you the wrong kind of
attention, local Dds and party promoters
have a suggestion: Toronto Black Pride, run-
ning Fri, Jul 28 to 31.

“Toronto Black Pride is about positivity,
love and unity,” says TN'T, event coordinator
and board member for Toronto Black Pride.

“Caribana brings in a lot of'black queers

“80 we wanted to make sure that there was
aspace that let's you be you. You can enjoy
the parade during the day and party at night
without worrying.”

This is the first year that the weekend is
operating under the official aegis of the US-
based International Federation Of Black
Prides. The weekend has expanded to include
three parties, 8 boat cruise and a film festi-
val. "It's important that the new cultural ele-
ment is there," says T'N'T. “With the film fest
we're showin’ the life of black queers,

“Hopefully we'll have something new each
year."

from across North America,” she says.

KAPOW!

DJT'NT
M promises an
upheat, lively
time at Toronto
Black Prida.

The extensive lineup of films includes: Butch
Mystique, Debra Wilson's documentary on
black lesbians challenging gender roles; The
Cookie Project, a doc on a male cop turned
transsexual lesbian; episodes of Noah's Arc,
a new TV series focussing on black queers (pro-
ducer Jasmyne Cannick will be in attendance);
All God's Children, a look at the African Ameri-
can rasponse to homophobia; and Rodnay
Evans’s recent feature Brother To Brother.
Screenings start al Tpm on Sat, Jul 30 at the
Hilton (145 Richmond St W); tix are 530.

TN'T notes that US tourists find a few
things different up here, like the 50/50 mix
of men and women at the parties. “We're not
50 big as the US events, so we party together.
But we're growing.”

T'N'T regularly spins with DJ Blackcat at
Goodlife on Saturdays. The weekly urban
sounds party used o be at Papi's and has
now relocated to a larger venue, the sexy
Swallow Lounge (292 College). Goodlifa co-
prasents a trio of parties, aka the Urban
Jungle Weekend, along with Toronto Black
Pride. T'N'T, Blackcat and guest JJ Rock take
up maost of the spinning duties.

“The music will be hip, upbeat and lively,"
says TN'T.

First up is the Black On Black party at the
Laurentian Room (514 Winchester 5t) on Fri,
Jul 28; wear black and bring a flashlight, it's
going to be dark up there. Cover is $10. Sat-
urday sees the weekend's main party, Sur-
vivor, at Swallow. Dress code is army
gear/gangsta-lnok and tix are §15 advance or
$20 at the door. Sunday starts with a cruise
aboard the Obsession 3 departing from the
pier just east of Yonge and Queens Quay at
1pm sharp, returning around Gpm; tix are
§50. The weekend winds down back at Swal-
low with Pratty In Khakis; come dressed in
khakis and white Ts. Tix are §10,

For info, go to Torontoblackpride.com or
call (905) 726-1615.

Another group of promoters, Ghocolick,
presents the Queer Caribana Jam, with DJs
Roxanne and Nikki Red, Sun, Jul 51 at Opal
(472 Quean StW); tix are $10.

Article on the 2005 Toronto Black Pride weekend,

which included three parties, a film festival, and a cruise of the Toronto Harbour.

Black to the future. (2005, July 21). Xtra!.

Black Pride (2005 : Toronto, ON) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,

ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1 8345.
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BIACK LESBIAN HERSTORY NIGHT CELEBRATION

Music , Dance, Poatry, Art, food
at Popo Joan 547 Parliament St.
Wodnesday Febraary 25th 8pm $8 sliding scale

celeprate ourlives®, ourselves*during Black history month
all proceeds for Black Lesbian weekend at Camp SIS

FEATURING

“* DREDDY ¥ M.C. LUSHIOUS
“JANET CAMPEELL(
“GRACE CHANNER
“MAXINE GREAVES
UNIA MASON
NATALI £ WOODS
“FAMH NOLAN

Endorsed by : Congress ol Black Women (Toronto Chapter)
YorkUniversityWimmin's Centre Multicultural Wimmin

In Concert, Camp SIS, WRPM, Joint Effort

location 925-6662 message/info 925-9872ext 2096

Flyer for the Black Lesbian Herstory Night Celebration, co-organized by the Toronto chapter
of the Congress of Black Women, the York University Wimmin’s Centre, Multicultural Wimmin
in Concert, Camp SIS, WRPM, and Joint Effort.

Black Lesbian Herstory Night Celebration. (1998). Black Lesbian Herstory Night Celebration (1998: Toronto ON) Vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile6175.

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Ramirez, M. (2018). Speaking our truths, building our futures: Arts-based organizing in
2SQTBIPOC communities in Toronto. In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus Ware (Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour
histories of Toronto. Between the Lines. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736.
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Group 3:

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’
interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and
additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or
without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.
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Photo from a Coalition for Life Together demonstration in front of Queen’s Park, Toronto on April 10, 1979.
The demonstration was in protest of delays in improving Ontario’s human rights legislation.

Anderson, J. (1979). Coalition for Life Together [Photograph]. 1982-038/09P (11).
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6272.
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In Lesbians In Canada by Joanne Doucette

I ask my friends: “Do you know there is a disabled lesbian caucus?” The
reaction is: "Oh! My Goodness! How can they? What do they do? How can
they have sex?”

Sexual difference, especially lesbianism, contradicts stereotypes of disabled
women, Disabled women are thought to be childlike and passive, asexual and
confarming. Lesbians, sexual by definition confound this narrow image. The
general public, disabled people, and even non-disabled lesbians assume that
disabled lesbians do not exist, rendering u.s. effectively invisible. This
invisibility protects u.s. and, at the same time isolates u.s.. Some disabled
lesbians directly challenge myths about disabled women by coming out, but
this exposes them to the rage and anxiety of others - including too often other
disabled women and other lesbians. We are seen, and see ourselves, as
different, as outsiders - outside the mainstream, rejected by the disabled
community, excluded by the lesbian world. We have no community of our
own. We are different.

Selections from the proceedings of the Women, Sexuality, & Disability conference,

organized by the DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) in 1992 (1 of 3).
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We face at least triple oppression - as disabled people, as women, and as
leshians. Ttis hard for disabled lesbians to separate the different types of
oppression they experience. Instead, oppression is experienced as a whole, a
pervasive system:

I feel oppressed as a lesbian, but I can't say it’s separate from being
Native or disabled. It all runs together... I find the whole system sucks.

Selections from the proceedings of the Women, Sexuality, & Disability conference,
organized by the DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) in 1992 (2 of 3).

I have heard some pretty homophobic personal remarks by disability
rights leaders, remarks which were not challenged. I do not
particularly want to get involved with such groups, not because I am a
separatist, but because I feel wounded by such comments. Some
disabled women at a DAWN (DisAbled Women's Network)
conference strongly objected to a minority rights clause in our
constitution which enshrined lesbian rights, An Open Letter DAWN
did to the disability rights movement on homophobia received
absolutely no response - nothing. It was like dropping a pebble into a
dark well and hearing nothing, not even a splash. I know some people
discourage family members from attending DAWN because there are
lesbians here. The homophobia is very real. How are you supposed to
feel when the very thing that keeps you going, your love is scorned,
denied and mocked or rejected as sick or sinful? Sometimes, [ just
hate the people who do this to u.s.; other times I am more willing to
educate them, assuming that they are just ignorant, not wilfully
malicious.

Selections from the proceedings of the Women, Sexuality, & Disability conference,
organized by the DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) in 1992 (3 of 3).

Tremaine, S. (ed.). [ca. 1992]. Women, sexuality & disability : peeling off the labels :
[Proceedings of a symposium|. DisAbled Women’s Network. M1993-005. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue5115.
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There was a time when being deaf and gay was
a sad and very lonely existance. We were not
only discriminated against by the hearing world

but even worse by other gays and deaf straights.

Tortunately things are changing now and with
increasing understanding we are taking our

rightful place in the world.

Last year it was with great pride that we hosted
the 4th annual Deaf Gay Convention, held here in
Toronto at the Westbury Hotel. Nearly 300 delegates
attended from all over Canada and the United States.
This year, 1981, the Convention is being held in

San Francisco and York Rainbow will be represented

by myself and others.

Like the hearing world, the deaf world has a whole
range of people covering all the professions and
arts.Deafness means only that‘our ears do not hear.
Our eyes can hear, our minds can hear and most

important our hearts can hear too.

Excerpt from a presentation given
by Carl Parent of York Rainbow Society for the Deaf, 1981.

Parent, C.]J. (1981). [Reading given at Heaven Disco].

York Rainbow Society for the Deaf Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link /verticalfile6103.
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Support for disabled

This year is the International Year of the
Handicapped, and I have not heard of
any organization of handicapped gays
in Canada. Reading your “‘Out in the
City”’ section, I could not find a single
activity to support, ameliorate and to
advocate the rights, privileges and
general welfare of gays who are un-
fortunately physically and/or intellec-
tually disabled.

Considering the size and the impor-
tance of the Toronto gay community,
which has long been the most progres-
sive gay group in this country in terms
of social and political actions, it is
about time that something be done to
recognize the existence of this forgotten
minority and to set up some kind of
large support organization for handi-
capped gay Canadians not just for On-
tario, but also for other provinces to
follow. A clearly visible and well-organ-
ized handicapped gay group will help
promote the needs and goals of disabled
gays and facilitate the members’ reinte-
gration in the mainstream of society.

1 sincerely hope that you will cover
any activities of disabled gays this year
to encourage more recognition and
acceptance of their presence.

Fo Niemi
Montreal

Letter from Fo Niemi, published in the June 1981 issue of The Body Politic.

Niemi, F. (1981, June). [Letter to The Body Politic]|.

The Body Politic. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https:

collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430.
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End page from a supplement inside the July 1990 issue of Voice of the Psychiatrized of Ontario
focusing on queer people’s experiences in the mental health system.

Mad, gay, proud & angry! (1990, July). Voice of the psychiatrized of Ontario: Phoenix rising lesbian and gay supplement. LGBTQ Serials.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22319.

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Piepnza-Samarasinha, L. L. (2018). Toronto crip city. In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus
Ware (Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour histories of Toronto. Between the Lines. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.
Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736.
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Group 4:

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’
interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and
additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or
without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.

D)
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2016 article by Black Lives Matter — Toronto co-founder Janaya Khan. Khan discusses
the racist harassment and abuse that they (and other members of BLM-TO) have been subjected to by white
queer people. Although BLM-TO’s demand that police not be permitted to participate in Pride received the most
media coverage, they also issued eight other demands, listed to the right of the article. For additional context,
watch this video in which Pride Toronto addresses BLM-TO’s demands during a town hall.

Khan, J. (2016, July 7-13). Pride and Progress. NOW.
Black Lives Matter — Toronto Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile28529.
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A brief requestin the
classified ad pages sets off
amajor debate on questions
of race, sexuality, the role
of this magazinein our
community and the very
nature of gay liberation.
Here, some of the many
thousands of words
generated by amere
thmune.
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Content warning:
anti-Black racism.

In the classified ad pages
of its February 1985 issue,
The Body Politic published

aracist listing. Although

a gay man of colour who
worked in the classified ad

department asked that it

not be published, editors
allowed it to be anyway.

Memos and letters about
the ad were printed in the
April 1985 issue under the

title “31 Words.” Even in
these responses, a number
of the white members of
TBP collective continued to
defend their publication of
the ad and their subsequent

(in)actions, claiming that

those who objected were

just “notliberated enough.”

While this was likely the
most publicized instance of
racism at TBP, it was one of

many such instances.

Statement on the ad from The Body Politic collective (above).

31 words. (1985, April). The Body Politic. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,

ON. https:

collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue12430.
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Selections from memos and letters to The Body Politic:

“The fact thata racist ad appeared in TBPis not the main issue any longer. What people of colour
and many white lesbians and gays are angry about is the fact that the ad was objected to by the one
truly active person of colour on the paper but was printed anyway, and that the concerns about the
ad raised later by Zami and Gay Asians Toronto met with an incredibly patronizing dismissal by the
most vocal members of the collective. ... I could easily have been talking with the police about gay
rights.”

—Richard Fung

“If TBPhas a policy against racism, then a line has been drawn between what is acceptable and
what is not. Our debate about which side of the line a particular ad lies on is a technical question.
Given that policy, the assertion by a group of whites thata particular ad is not racist, in the face of
unanimous agreement by all the non-white gay organizations in town thatitis, puts them ina
pretty weak position. Are white people better at defining racism than non-whites? Maybe straight
people are better at defining homophobia than we are.”

—Tim McCaskell

“If the philosophy of the BP collective is sexual liberationism at any cost, then please do not call
yourself a gay liberation journal, ‘cos I'm part of the gay liberation, and when your liberation
oppresses my life, itain’t no liberation. I'm not asking for censorship. I'm telling you that you don’t
have the right to oppress my life.”

—Lim [from| Toronto

“And if in fact we can’t [work with people from Zami and Gay Asians Toronto], that simply tells me
our political agendas are not sufficiently similar for us to work together in any productive way right
now. ... [ know that sounds smug, and appears to allow us to go merrily along forever without input
of any kind from non-white communities, but it would seem terribly patronizing to me to go about
tidying up all the messy details of our lives, our real lives, the lives we say we want to explore and
analyze, so that the atmosphere here will be ‘acceptable.”™

—Gerald Hannon
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Body Politic challenged

The following letier was sent to the
editors of The Body Politic with a
cofry sent to Rites.

For Ken Popert and Gerald Han-
non (see houseboy ad debate, The
Body Politic April 1985) it would
appear that racism is just one opin-
ion about race relations. Which is
not surprising, since for some time
now they and most of the collective
have showed in their editorial prac-
tices that they believe that feminism
is merely one opinion among
many.

This laissez-faire approach con-
ceals such important things as
social power, oppression, and
domination—and of course it
makes sense that those who have
power {in this case, editorial and
political power to define the issues
for gay people in Canada) would
try to pretend that there is no
power. The Taries do it all the
time.

The advocates of abstract desire
forger that they belong not to a
colourless group but to the white
race, which is the ruling race. In
their undoubtedly sincere forgetful-
ness, they reduce racism—both in
TBP's pages and in the meetings
described in the letters—to “just
your opinion, dears.’ :

Who will keep talking on those
terms? Who wants to be automati-
cally confined to the periphery of
the newspaper and of the move-
ment, while white men without any
sense of how they hold and use
power go about their “normal” bus-
iness? Who wants to be {orever
defined as a hyphenated gay, and
thus as someone whose loyalty to
the gospel of gay liberation accord-
ing to TBP is always suspect?

A few people from the
hyphenated-gay communities might
keep talking and writing: their
opinions will undoubtedly be rele-
gated to the letters page, But most
of them will give up hope, and stop
trying to make a difference.

Then the advocates of abstract
desire, those who forget that all
desires are rooted in certain power
structures, will breathe a sigh of
relief, having achieved hegemony
over the definition of gay liberation.
And they will [orget what hap-

pened. A few months or years later, |

they'll sincerely ask one another:
why can’t we get more women to
work with us? Why can't we get
lesbians of coleur and Gay Asians
and all those people to come to our
meetings and write for our paper?

The incessant 1alk about desire
conceals a complacency about privi-
lege. This complacency is not a
mere “opinion': it reflects the -
vested interests of those who theo-
rize about absolute desire. It is
therefore an ideclogy, not a mere
belief, an ideology designed to
simultaneously reinforce certain
forms of power and conceal how
they operate.

Because the advocates of absolute
desire are expressing not their opin-
ions but their vested interests,
nobody should be so naive as to
expect a clearing up of the ‘'misun-
derstandings”. TBP has a history of
systematic abuse of gender and
racial power, not only a history of
misunderstandings. Those people
in and around the newspaper who
want to confront racism and sexism,
have a long road ahead, and they
will have to face up to the fact that
the issue at hand is not “opinions”
about racism but rather a very real
power struggle. Who gets to write
the agenda of the gay movement?
Who gets to define who is at the
centre of the community/ movement
and who is in the periphery? These
questions have now—f{inally—been
raised in a clearer form than ever
before, and they will not be an-
swered by means of a forum, a
debate, or a series of letters, They
will only be answered in the prac-
tices and power relations prevailing
both within TBP itself and
betweenTBP and the larger
communities.

Mariana Valverde
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Letter addressing racism at TBP, published
in Rites magazine’s May 1985 issue.

As Mariana Valverde notes, the inclusion
of aracist classified ad in TBP (and TBP
collective’s refusal to be held accountable
for it) was not an anomaly—it was a
continuation of TBP’s “history of systematic
abuse of gender and racial power.”

Valverde, M. (1985, May). [Letter sent to
The Body Politic with a copy sent to Rites].
Rites. LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives:
Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link,

catalogue15487.
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Anti-Racism Work Group
F.0. Box &597

Station A

Toronto, Ontario

M3W 1W4

Dear Friends:

The Toronte Lesbians of Colour collective. and two members of the
Toronto Rape Crisis Centre, have formed an anti-racism work aroup. The
work group is currently offering anti-raciem workshops to women’s

groups 1n Toranto.

We feel that these workshops are an excellent resource to continus and
improve the working relationships between women of colour and white
women. The workshops will begin in mid=January, 1984. A €25

negotiable fee will be charged.

For more information, and to schedule your workshop, please contact

Carol or Micheles at S94-2930 or Anna ar Stacey at 445-1781,

Anti-Raciem Work Group.

Letter sent to Toronto women’s groups by the Anti-Racism Work Group (formed by members of
Lesbians of Colour and the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre) with information on its anti-racism workshops.

Lesbians of Colour. [ca. 1985]. [Letter from Anti-Racism Work Group]. Lesbians of Colour (Toronto) vertical file.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile3322.

FURTHER READING (OPTIONAL): Ahmad, A. (2018). Queer circuits of belonging. In J. Haritaworn, G. Moussa, & S. Marcus Ware
(Eds.), Marvellous grounds: Queer of colour histories of Toronto. Between the Lines. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives.
Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22736.
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Group 5: 2-Spirit, Indigiqueer, and (2S)LGBTQIA+ Indigenous Experiences

You do not have to use all the items; pick the ones that you think align best with your students’
interests. Captions including information on the record creator(s), the date of creation, and
additional context are provided under each item. You can give your students the items either with or
without the captions depending on their experience working with primary source documents.

D)

5’
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OGUING WITH WOLVES"
( 70RONTD'S 15T 4 -J’P/A’//Zﬂ DFUG ATTAVACANZA)

- 50/50 DRAW, §
-P RFORMANCES BY MEMBERS OF T.P.F.N.%%y ¢

» WHEN: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 1993 k \.
‘\f% « WHERE: TRAX3
4\$ PLEASE COME OUT AND SUPPORT US \
R

SEE YOU THERE
VA
Vs ALL PROCEED'S FROM THIS EVENT ARE FOR 2- SPIRITED 5 /
\ U PEOPLE OF THE 1ST NATIONS P.H.A. SUPPORT FUND @*‘? ,-

(

Poster for “2-Spirits Drag-Show,” organized by the 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations, 1993.

2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations. (1993). 2-Spirits drag show. 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations.
Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1577.
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JULY 10t 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm
@ 519 Community Centre on Church St
Room 23

2-Spirited Women's
Social Suppor’t Group

A
. . - WX
we will be drumming this week {QO
£

This is a social support group for Aboriginal
women who identify as 2-Spirited, Lesbian, Bisexual, or
Transgendered.
The general age range is young woman to elder. This means
anyone who has hitand passed puberty.

We want to share our identities and
experiences with each other.

P

e

Please contact Doe for more inforrﬁa’cion @944- - éZ;OO,
OR come and find out at the meeting.

Flyer for the 2-Spirited Women’s Social Support Group, an organization for
2-Spirit, lesbian, bisexual, and trans Indigenous women.

2-Spirited women’s social support group. (n.d.).
Two-Spirited Women. Two-Spirited Women Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile11209.
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2-Spirit men know about:

Cultural Survival

Something that we've Something that
learned not to Trust we Trust

We alway_s wear a condom during sex

. l Photography and design by
L For maore information go to: www. 2spirits.com 1. Michael Thoms, Watershed Writing

Safe sex awareness campaign by 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations, ca. 2009.

2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations. [ca. 2009].
2-Spirit men know about: Cultural Survival. 2009-079/1N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions8319.
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LIKE OUR ANCESTORS

we are wisdom and love

Learn the risk about HIV/AIDS

Photography and design by
For more information go to: www.2spirits.com David Molyneaux david@rythmus.com

HIV/AIDS education poster from the 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations, ca. 2009.

2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations. [ca. 2009]. Like our ancestors we are wisdom and love :
learn the risk about HIV/AIDS. 2009-079/3N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions13110.
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ANEW socnety
fOR. GayS

FIRST ANIK" DANCE FOR GAYS.

-HOLY TRINITY CHURCH.

TRIMTY SQAUARE IN DOWNTONN TORONTO.

.|Soft Drinks Available

~-ADMISSION: $1.50 Per Person

Flyer for a dance organized by Anik, a Toronto-based organization for gay Inuit, ca. 1973.

Anik. [ca. 1973]. First “Anik” dance for gays. ANIK Charitable Foundation Vertical file.

The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile222.
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Activity 3: Take-aways
10 minutes

1. Askeach student to briefly say one thing they are taking away from today’s lesson.
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Optional Expansion Activity

Research whatlocal Indigenous peoples in your territory
believe about gender and sexuality pre-colonization and today.

STAGE 1: Finding out the Traditional Territories

1. Startby looking ata recent map of your city/town to see if there is any information about
traditional territories or Indigenous communities or nations.

2. Itis unlikely your students will find this information on colonial maps. Prompt them to
reflect on why these maps don’tinclude information about Indigenous peoples.

3. Have your students research the traditional territories of your city/town. Refer to
the My Native Land map and use other websites to cross-reference the information
(e.g.,, CAUT Guide to Acknowledging First Peoples & Traditional Territories).

4. Getthem to sketch out their own map of your city /town, using the information
they have found about local First Nations.

STAGE 2: Research Historical Indigenous Perspectives Towards 2S Communities

1. Explain to your students that before colonization, many (but notall) Indigneous communities
perceived 2S people as having important community roles.

Possible Google searches:

*  Whatdid the Anishinaabeg think about 2S people before colonization?

*  What did the Haudenosaunee think about 2S people before colonization?
* Are there other terms for 2S people in Indigenous languages?

STAGE 3: Research Contemporary 2S Experiences

1. Seeifthereisalocal 2S organization or local powwows. Learn about how 2S people are
accepted in traditional spaces.

Consider connecting with local Knowledge Keepers for more information. Please note that if you
do connect with Indigenous community members, it is important to be aware of their protocols.
In some First Nations, Métis, and Inuit communities, traditional tobacco is offered to Elders when
requesting advice, guidance, or information, but others have their own protocols. You should also
connect with your administrator to make sure you can provide an honorarium.
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Lesson 3:

Learn about Reclamation
as 2SLGBTQIA+ Resistance

In this lesson, students will...

* Interact with primary source documents that use the word ‘queer’

* Learn about how the term ‘queer’ went from meaning ‘odd,’ to being used as a slur against gay
people, to being reclaimed by activists

e Listen to aclip from a radio show in which people discuss what the term ‘queer’ means to them
p peop q

e Discuss the role of reclamation in resistance movements

Time Activity Materials Needed
20 minutes Examine the history of the word 'queer’ e Print-outs of primary source documents
15 minutes Examine contemporary uses of the word ¢ Excerpt from Dykes on Mykes
'queer’ radio show (4 minutes, 12 seconds)

20 minutes Learn about slurred speech acts and * |Google Slides presentation

reclaimed speech acts ¢ Print-outs of primary source documents

10 minutes Take-aways N/A
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Activity 1: An Intro Examination into the Word ‘Queer’

20 minutes

1. Explain the activity
In aminute, you're going to be divided into small groups. Each group will be given one primary
source document that includes the word ‘queer.” You'll then be invited to reflect on whether the
word is being used in a positive way or in a negative way. Once your group has decided, you will
tape up your document next to the correct sign. If you think it’s being used in a neutral way or
you’re unsure, you can put it in between the two signs.

2. Askyour students to get into groups of two or three and give each of them a document that
includes the word ‘queer.’

3. Geteach group to tape their document next to the corresponding sign.

4. Discuss the placements as a class.

Preparation

* Print the two signs (“queer — positive associations” and “queer — negative associations”)
and the primary source documents

» Tape the signs up on opposite sides of the room

Materials

* Print-outs of signs and primary source documents

* Tape

*Print the following pages
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QUEER

Positive associations




y

QUEER

Negative associations




Queer Nation Toronto poster, 1990.

Queer Nation Toronto. (1990). Enjoying your orientation?
Queer Nation (Toronto) Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586.
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A DYKE WAS HERE

(TR s T e O R e e |
QUEER NATION TORONTO

Queer Nation Toronto sticker, ca. 1990-1992.

Queer Nation Toronto. [ca.1991]. A dyke was here.
Queer Nation (Toronto) Vertical file. he ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile4586.
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Queer Space Invaded poster, date unknown.

L. T. & ACT. (n.d.). Queer Space Invaded.
Posters collection. 1994-150/004N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions11170.
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T dond sell
fried Chicken
fo 7 uee rs./

Oh where

in all Hus con- ’
fusion  can T 7 P
fnd some

corfort ?

come tothe-venezau

GAY - DANSE
DANCE-AIE

samedi-le 27 avril

Come to the Gay Dance/Venez au danse gaie poster, Montréal, 1974.

Xpress design. (1974). Come to the gay dance = Venez au danse gaie.
Posters collection. 1989-541/001N. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions10600.
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g Ed\n}alrd Hﬂot.él' Dé;iares
VAR ON LETROS QUEERS!

' Plagued by an overﬂow of . homosexvals from Letros Tavern,
sitvated directly across the road, Toronte's popular King Edward
Hofel has declared. u!l-oui war on the invading members of this

LS <%

hmp-wrlsf sef! g -
‘. The hotel is determined to sl'amp out u!ormmg
icroachments designed to convert it into dn annex
of Letros Tavern, The hotel’s general manager, Gor-
don Cardy, has set up.an ‘enti -~ queer’ ormy and

tvery beachhead.

,Th:s crisis with the ‘third [
Rx came about when hotel
gnests complamed to the man-
s,ement about the number “of
‘musmg panstes’ “who were fre-
gquenting the washrocms, mainly
e one downstairs. Guests ‘had
'#éenr bothered and insulted by
‘e Letros. refugees and they
‘were demanding that something
be done to clean up the situa-
tion,

.+ The ‘invading ‘fags’ had, TAB
rnéd, “frequented’ the”, King
Edward mainly on Friddy and
Saturday nights. They finally
became so obnoxious, in _their

fnereasing” number’s, that. some-
thine Had tn he Annn.

issued firm instructions. fo repe! the mvuders at

have developed such an’ acute
sense of smell that they are able;
tb. detect the fragrance of the
Letros pansies before they are
able” to cross the. hotei’s Magmot
Line... "7

Even now, however secunty
officers - include all. the . wash-
rooms in their regular patrols.

One hotel official . told TAB
last week: “It is unfortunate
that we are located right across
the street from one of fhe big-
gest’ homosexual haunts ‘in, For-
ontol-This is a geograph:cal fact
that we can do nothing - about.

Howéver, the horrors: perpetrat-.
ed in the past by these people Imstructmns {o feiret out these
have come to an end. All of our|homosexuals and bounce them
security staff have been givenjright awayl”

Excerpt from an article in tabloid newsmagazine TAB, 1961.

King Edward Hotel declares war on Letros queers! (1961, Dec. 2).

TAB international magazine. LGBTQ Serials Collection. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue15874.
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“Queer (adjective): strange, odd, peculiar, eccentric”
— Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1513

“Queer (adjective): bad; contemptible, worthless; untrustworthy, disreputable”
— Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1567

“Queer (adjective): out of sorts; unwell; faint, giddy”
— Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1750

“Queer (noun): forged or counterfeit money”
— Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1826

“Queer (noun): male homosexual”
— Oxford English Dictionary (OED), 1894

A .
N ., b O

omo UE RS

“Rid us of homo queers” graffiti on a park bench in Vancouver, 1979.

Pink Triangle Press. (1979).
“Rid us of homo queers.” 1986-032/11P(43). The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions6565.
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Activity 2: Learn About Contemporary Usages of the
Word ‘Queer’

10 minutes

1.

Transition
We were just learning about some historical ways the term ‘queer’ has been used. We are now
going to reflect on how people have used the term more recently.

Personal reflection

Before I play the sound clip, I want you to think about when you’ve heard the term ‘queer’
before. Was it used as a slur? As an identity label?

Play the clip (4:12)
We are now going to listen to a clip where queer people explain what the term means to them.

Discuss as a group.

How did people in the clip talk about queerness? Did it align with your understanding of
the term?

Preparation and Materials

Dykes on Mykes clip

Computer and speakers
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Listen to this excerpt from 2008 where people from Dykes on Mykes discuss what ‘queer’ means

to them. Dykes on Mykes is a radio show based out of Montréal. In this talk, the host is interviewing
one of the members of Vancouver’s Queer History Project (affiliated with the Queer Film Festival
in Vancouver).

Dykes on Mykes. (2008). Dykes on Mykes 2008-10-13.
Dykes on Mykes fonds. File number FO195-01-081. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/descriptions43205.
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Activity 3: Learn about Slurred Speech Actsand
Reclaimed Speech Acts

20 minutes

1. Present Google Slides.

2. Give pairs a picture of a button or t-shirt.

3. Askstudents to reflect on buttons and t-shirts as examples of reclaimed speech acts (slide 10).

4. Askstudents to reflect on final questions (slide 11).

Preparation

* Read over the lesson overviews and Google Slides

* Setup your projector

* Printand cut out the pictures of buttons and t-shirts

Materials

*  Google Slides
* Computer and projector

¢ Print-outs

*Print the following pages
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CelebrAsian T-shirt, date unknown.

Gay Asians of Toronto. (n.d.) Celebrasian. T Shirt. Artifacts.
Catalogue number 228 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5282.
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Northern Pride Sudbury/Sudbury Fierté du Nord T-shirt, 1998.

Northern Pride Sudbury 1998. Sudbury 1998 Fierte Du Nord. T Shirt. (1998).
Artifacts. Catalogue number 303 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5626.
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Gay & Lesbian Organization of Bell Employees (GLOBE) T-shirt, ca. 1992-1994.

Globe Gay and Lesbian Organization of Bell Employees. T Shirt. (n.d.). Artifacts.
Catalogue number 532 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6622.

218 | 2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms


https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6622

Toronto Counselling Centre for Lesbians and Gays T-shirt, date unknown.

Toronto Counselling Centre for Lesbians and Gays. T Shirt. (n.d.).
Catalogue number 292 CT. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5441.
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Pink triangle button with trans symbol, date unknown.

Trans Symbol. Button. (n.d.). Catalogue number CB2094.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5740.

Dyke button, 1970s.

Dyke. Button. [ca. 1975]. Catalogue number CB2015.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts8642.

Encourage Homosexualities button, 1980s.

E N c 0 “ R AG E Encourage homosexualities. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB878.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5970.
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Faggot button, 1980s.

Faggot. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB808.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5899.

Gay Is Good button, 1990s.

Gay is good. Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB879.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5971.

Gay Is What We Make It button, 1990s.
|
|s WH AT “Gay is what we make it.” Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB578.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

WE ME "H https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5652.
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Glad to Be Gay button, 1980s.

Glad to be gay. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB972.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6100.

Homo Action Now! button, 1970s.

HOMO action NOW!. Button. [ca. 1975]. Catalogue number
CB2012. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts863 8.

TransFag button, 1990s.

TransFag. Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB1084.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6267.
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Queers Bash Back: Anti-Racist Action button, 2000s.

Queers bash back anti-racist action. Button. [ca. 2005]. Catalogue number
CB1228. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6421.

We Love Our Dykes button, 1990s.

We love our dykes. Button. [ca. 1995]. Catalogue number CB650.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts5740.

Gay & Proud button, 1980s.

Gay & proud. Button. [ca. 1985]. Catalogue number CB993.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts6135.
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Activity 4: Take-aways

10 minutes

1. Askeach student to briefly say one thing they are taking away from today’s lesson.
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Optional Expansion Activity

Learn about the history of 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada

You can divide your students into two groups and have each group read about a different case
of 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship, or you can read about one case together as a class.

Discussion Questions
1. Whatdid this case study tell you about 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada?
2. How did the people involved in this case resist censorship?

3. Do you think there are still instances of 2SLGBTQIA+ censorship in Canada?
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Little Sister’s, Glad Day,
and Canada Customs

Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium was opened by Jim Deva and Bruce Smyth in Vancouver in
1983. Located first in an old house on Thurlow Street and then ata storefront on Davie Street, Little
Sister’s soon became a site of queer community-building. As “ Western Canada’s Gay Book Store,”
Little Sister’s stocked works of queer fiction and nonfiction that were not available elsewhere—
although some of these items could be ordered from Canadian publishers, others had to be imported
from the United States or Europe. On December 8, 1986, Canada Customs seized more than five
hundred books and magazines that were on their way to Little Sister’s.

This was not the first (or the last) Canadian censorship case involving a queer bookstore. Toronto’s
Glad Day Bookshop, opened by Jearld Moldenhauer in 1970, had also faced a series of Customs
seizures, resulting in the formation of the Canadian Committee Against Customs Censorship
(CCACC). Building on this work, Deva and Smyth organized a protest on December 17. In the
following months, Janine Fuller, who had been living in Toronto, moved to Vancouver and started
working at Little Sister’s. Fuller would go on to become an important figure in anti-censorship
activism and in the court case that Little Sister’s later initiated.

Since 1847, Customs Tariff code 9956 had allowed the government to prevent the importation of
“books, printed paper, drawings, paintings, prints, photographs, or representations of any kind”
thatare “obscene, hate propaganda, treasonous, [or] seditious.” Obscenity is itself defined in section
163(8) (formerly section 159[8]) of the Criminal Code as “the undue exploitation of sex, or of sex
and any one or more of the following subjects, namely, crime, horror, cruelty, or violence.”

Until the 1960s, any explicit depiction of genitalia was likely to be interpreted as “undue
exploitation” by Canada Customs. Although the 1970s brought a more permissive approach to
some expressions of sexuality, gay sex (and gayness itself) continued to be associated with obscenity.
In 1985, the Mulroney government introduced Memorandum D9-1-1, providing additional
guidelines for interpreting tariff Code 9956. This memorandum itemized the types of materials to
be seized, including materials depicting anal penetration.

With the case of R. v Butler, ‘obscenity’ was redefined not on the basis of (in)decency or (im)
morality, but on harm. In addition to physical violence, depictions of dehumanization or
degradation could also lead to a work being labeled as obscene. The exact meanings of ‘degradation’
and ‘dehumanization’ were not addressed, though, leading to inconsistent and subjective
applications by Customs officers. R. v Butler had additional implications for queer bookstores (and
for producers of queer books and videos), as it was premised on an idea of harm resulting from
heterosexual relations of power.
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Over the next four years, Canada Customs continued to seize materials from Little Sister’s. While
physically, mentally, and financially depleting, Little Sister’s staff understood the importance of this
work. On June 7, 1990, the bookstore launched a constitutional challenge to Customs’ censorship
powers. With the support of the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association (BCCLA), Little
Sister’s argued that Canada Customs was discriminating against gays and lesbians and violating their
right to freedom of expression. They also argued that Customs should only be permitted to prevent
the importation of a work if it had already been found by a court to be obscene. This idea, called
‘prior restraint,” was essential to their case.

Recognizing that the courts were unlikely to rule in its favour, the government tried instead to
undermine the bookstore workers through delays, appeals, and legal costs. On October 11, 1994,
the Little Sister’s case reached the Supreme Court of Canada. The trial lasted nearly two and a half
months and produced 200 hours of testimony, 260 exhibits of evidence, and over one thousand
pages of court transcripts.

The Court ruled in favour of Little Sister’s, stating that Canada Customs had targeted the store
solely because it was a gay and lesbian bookstore. However, they also stated that Customs could
continue to screen and censor material at the border, as long as it did not discriminate based on
sexual orientation. Importantly, the Courtalso overruled ‘prior restraint’—Customs could not
preemptively ban works based on officers’ own assessments.

A year after the trial concluded, Fuller noted that while Little Sister’s had had fewer seizures, its
shipments continued to be regularly opened and inspected by Customs. While the Little Sister’s
trial was physically, mentally, and emotionally draining for the workers, their witnesses, and
their legal team, it was also incredibly meaningful. Fuller ends her book on the trial with a quote
from Deva: “ This trial came from our self-preservation. We had no choice other than to fight”
(Fuller & Backley 1995 p. 186).

Fuller, J. & Blackley, S. (1995). Restricted entry: Censorship on trial.
Press Gang Publishers. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue3190.
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Janine Fuller worked at Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium in 1990,
the same year that Little Sister’s filed its court case against Canada Customs and the Canadian government.
In her induction statement into The ArQuives National Portrait Collection in 2000, she said,
“Nothing hard is ever won easily. We must be ever vigilant and inclusive in our struggles.”
Portrait by Daniel Collins.

Collins, D. (2000). [Portrait of Janine Fuller]. National Portrait Collection|NPC. Artworks collection.
Accession number 2000-092. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/artifacts9181.
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Gay Alliance for Equality
and the CBC

Gay Alliance for Equality (GAE) was formed in Halifax in 1972. Shortly after, it started the Gayline,
a telephone helpline for gays and lesbians staffed three nights a week by trained volunteers. In 1974,
GAE member Bob Stout called Halifax’s CBC radio station, CBH, to inquire about advertising the
Gayline with a public service announcement. The ad read:

The Gay Alliance for Equality, Inc. is operating a counselling
phoneline for male and female homosexuals. The phoneline is for
problem-solving, giving out information, and for referrals. The hours
to call are from 7 to 10 p.m. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. All calls
are strictly confidential. The number is [redacted].

The ad was refused without explanation. The next year, Stout tried again to place an ad, and again it
was refused. This time, the station cited an internal CBC policy. The policy, it said, did not prohibit
ads for “homophile organizations as such,” but did prohibit ads that “promote or comment on any
controversial issue” (including homosexuality).

Throughout 1976, members of GAE spoke publicly about the CBC’s censorship (including in an
interview for Metroaction, a radio programme that aired on CBH). Still unsuccessful in getting the
CBC to reconsider its position, GAE initiated a nationwide boycott against the corporation. The
Canadian Lesbian and Gay Rights Coalition (CLGRC) and the Canadian University Press (CUP) also
signed on.
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Poster fora 1979 demonstration and public meeting sponsored by GAE. Speakers included
Tom Burns of the Alternative Bookshop, Mariana Valverde of The Body Politic, and Robin Metcalfe of GAE.
GAE, along with other members of the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Rights Coalition (CLGRC), had been
boycotting the CBC for nearly two years.

Gay Alliance for Equality. (1979, Oct. 9). [Letter to The Body Politic].
Gay Alliance for Equality Vertical file. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/verticalfile1807.
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When the station’s broadcasting license came up for renewal with the Canadian Radio-television
and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC), GAE filed an intervention. In response, the CBC
again stated that its policy was to notaccept “controversial” ads, and that this applied to all of its
regional and national stations. In the past, CBC stations out of Winnipeg and Montréal had aired
PSAs for gay groups; they were instructed not to do so again.

On February 17, 1977, about 21 people came together at the corner of Sackville and South Park
Streets in front of Halifax’s CBC Radio Building. Two days later, on February 19, activists in
Montréal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver held solidarity protests in support of GAE.

GAY ALLIANCE
FOR EQUALITY

P0. BOX 3611, SOUTH POSTAL STATION, HALIFAX, N.S., CANADA B3J 3K6

Detober 9, 1979

the Body Politie
Box T289, Station A,
Toronto, Ontario
M5W 1X9

Dear slzters snd brothers:

We wizh ta express our concern at the decision of the Body Politic to
carry & paid advertisement for the CEC radic metwork in the October
issue,

As you know, CBC radio has for several years melntained e policy of
refusing mll Publie Service Anncuncements from gey orgenizations.

This has had sericus consegquences for goy and lesbisn groups in smeller
céntres vhere msss media are few, conservative and overvhelmingly enti-
gay. Here in Halifax, we are denied access to all the local daily
newspapers and to 811 but one of the radio stations. CEC's anti-gny
policy denies us @ much-needed channel for reaching gay people and the
general public.

As you ars alsc mvars, the Cansdlzn University Press (OUF) has for the
past three years voted to meintain a boycott of all CBC radio advertising,
e policy vhich has been the result of much herd wvork by gey activists in
the Gay Allimnce for Equality, and the Canadisn Lesblsn snd Gay Rlghts
Conlition (CIGRC), and by gaya and our straight supporters on the staffs
of many university papers. The ptruggle to gain the support of the student
presa has resulted in confllcts with certain papera and their funding
student unions. The poliey hes been maintalned, however, snd support won
for the wider strugples of lesblans and gay men.

As well, this boycott has the officlal support of the CIGRC, of which you
BrE B member.

Weedlese to say, your declsion to carry the CEC ad places ue in & very
svicward poaition. Our crodibility se a movement ia undermined when,

having asked for and received the support of non-gay orgsnizstloms, support
which coste these groups many of thousands of dellars (CBEC had been B major
advertiser in university papers), our own lesding periocdical bresks the
boycott.

Carrying this ed serves the interests of CEC. The Corporation hes been

trying to bolster its libersl imege, an imsge tarnished by our exposure of
its enti-gey policies, vhile refusing to correct these policles. In fact
CBC's position hos been entrenched in its officisl Programee Folicy, The

. 2

Excerpt from a letter to The Body Politic (TBP) from Clyde Richardson of GAE. At the time of writingin 1979,
the GAE and the CLGRC, of which TBPwas a member, had been leading a boycott of CBC for over two years.

Gay Alliance for Equality. (1979). Demonstration to protest censorship. Gay Alliance for Equality Halifax fonds.
F0155-02-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link
descriptions47615.
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After another incident, this time involving a public forum on AIDS to be held by the Windsor
Lesbian/Gay Community Serivce Group, the CBC was again called on to amend its PSA policy.
In 1985, the section of the policy addressing eligibility was changed--text stating that the group
requesting a PSA must “not be controversial in [itself],” was changed to state that the group must
“not cause public debate and/or confrontation.” The examples of such groups (“lobby groups,
quasi-religious/philosophical groups, etc.”) remained unchanged.

Throughout this period, the CBC had aired its own programming on gay issues. John Duggan of
the NGRC Coordinating Office noted in 1977 that the CBC had set out that “information about
homosexual organizations [had to] come through the main body of programming and not through
public service announcements.” As stated above, members of GAE were interviewed for CBC radio,
and film footage from protests against the CBC in Halifax, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and Vancouver was
aired on the cities’ CBC television stations.

It’s difficult to account for this disconnect between the CBC’s policies and its practices. In a letter to
The Body Politic, Clyde Richardson of GAE suggested that the CBC was “trying to bolster its liberal
image ... while refusing to correct [its] policies.” By only allowing “controversial” subjects to be
addressed in its own content, the CBC was able to maintain a sense of control over the narrative of
gay liberation.
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Optional Expansion Activity

Analyze excerpts of 2SLGBTQIA+ zines

First things first:learn what zines are!

Have your students read “What’s in the Archives? Zines!” on The ArQuives’ website.

You can divide your students into seven groups and have each group read a different zine, or you can
read one or more zines together as a class. You can select from seven zines:

Zine 1: Boy Vision

Zine 2: Asexuality: Coming to Terms

Zine 3: Just Say No Thank You: A Zine About Being Asexual and Vegan

Zine 4: Taking the Cake: An Illustrated Primer on Asexuality

Zine 5: Gendertrash from Hell

Zine 6: Black Lesbians in the 70’s and Before: An At Home Tour at the Lesbian Herstory Archives

Zine 7: Transexual Fury

Possible Discussion Questions:

What is your zine about?

What types of texts does it include (e.g., personal stories, poems, collages, comics, etc.)?
Why do you think the information was presented in the way it was?

Who do you think the intended audience is? Why?

What do you think this zine is trying to say?

Why do you think zines are so popular within queer and trans communities?

N O U R N e

If you created a zine, what would it be about? Why?
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BOY VISION boy vision BOY VISION boy vision

+ individuality =

being positive = diversity

BOY VISION
wag printed by funds from

» harm reduction = cartoons = exploring sexuality
+ communication + STD's * poems = sex = risk reduction =

"
#
2
o
2
=
o
*

short stories = romance = safer sex = information

= interviews » coming out » testing » resources = love

Excerpts from Boy Vision (1998)

Kuehl, D. & Pastrana, D. (1998). Boy vision : a zine by and for gay & bisexual guys 25 & under.
Central Toronto Youth Services. M2009-011. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue8390.
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If queer means "not heterosexual,” then |
beligve asexuals are included in this term.
However, some asexuals identify their
asexuality as straight, or gay or any other
orientation that may also be claimed by
sexual people.

| mysélf identify as queer because | do not
subscribe to the heterosexual norm, but also
because | am interested in males and
females, and people in between, outside
and beyond these genders. ButI'm
especially interested in Jake Gyllenhaal.

et e

A queer is a person who is gay, lesbian, * * k A X
bisexual, transgender, transsexual, or some . ¥5 seswal
combination or permutation thereof. This is : The Kinsey scale rep :r.:se.n
a reclaimed word that is useful as an all- : orientation on q continuum.
purpose umbrella term for referring to the N , L L,
above identities, or as an identification for a I e ' v 4 T 1
person who is attracted to a spectrum of heteras exuad
people who do not necessarily fit within the homosernal
sexual and gender binaries, (For example, : w
bisexual is a term rejected by many because A triangle ‘ah.:m}. opens Wpe
it infers atiraction to men and women, but another dimension. ’
doesn’t recegnize people who don't identify h - "

N " A &-}Ll"c omao -
with strict gender roles, such as trans e sexual $ exita ]
peopie.}

as5enma,l
EJhere weunld yew place you.rdeﬂ 8

Excerpt from Just Say No Thank You: A Zine About Being Asexual and Vegan (2007)

Edgystar. (2007). Just Say No Thank You: A Zine about Being Asexual and Vegan.
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue22255.
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ASEXUALITY :
COMING TO TERMS

* |

===
=
|
e
&)

AN ACE TORONT( ZINE
1S5UF 1

WHAT THE HECK 15
ASEXUALITY?

Asoxwality 15 the [ack of sewwal attraction to peo-
ple ol any gender.

Asexual people come n many flaveurs, including
tnose Who expenence FGMantic att-action and
tnoge wha de nat (aramantict ),

Thes aseseal spectrum alsa neludes pegple whe
unly very carely experiance sexual sitraction
{greysenual), and tnose who require a close
emotongl bond to feel it atall (demisexual),

THE ZINE

This Zine is made up of people’ personal expe-
rigntes of coming to tertms with thelr ssexustit,
ArRl coming aut 1o the peaple afound them,

XAVARIAN

26 year old arowantic femaie, S gemeration Duteh
Canaian.

Wnen T was & litte gitl growing up on @ small
stroet In the big oty of Toronta | knew for 8 fack
that kissing was gross,

1 agked my mum what she would think (# 1
never had sex and became.a nun when T grew
g {They seemed t have a pratsy ool (e from
what | could see i the Weople Goidberg mov=
ies,] 5he sald that she'd be sag because sex can
be wonderfl

When T was 8 teenages [ knew for a fact
that 1 was too young for dating, All the kids
prackicing vertical CPR In the hallways of the high
schoal were obylously early bloomers, What was
the saying? Sweet 16 never been kissed? 17, 18,
| wWaSM't worried abeut |F ke high scheol girs in
mavies, I'd gok ta it ovenbually.

Now high scheel 1§ ong thing, but T have
sean lots of uplversity movies, 1 was falry con
fdent that by that age most people had gotten
avier throwing & blanket over Lhisir head Lo svald
kissing soones in movies and wore ready to pur
sue some kissng of thir own.

First year of unlvarsity I had ane of the

weirdest rights of my life, Gne of my good
Triends Asked i b Ihe winter formal, Greal
Gy Wit hung out all Lhe Ume, During e dale
the yibses were s0 welrd that we hardly tatked,
e et day’ wee prachically seresnmed " We are
Triends and friends only!” at each other when we
FAwW dach Gther,

Alter that experieonce Uhe nun mule wis
starting b look appealing again; but I'm pretty
sure most nunneries have an atiest o-meter as
part of thelr screening process for applicants.

T put 1t out of my mind:

In my third year of university I started 1o
pariic, T was turning 22. 7 was o residence as-
sistant and requlariy faling te realize that the
people T was trying to hust, scoid ane stop from
emptying krash into the hallways, were brying to
Mirt with me, unkll way after the fack. 1 thougnt
thers must be samething medically or mental-
1y wrong with me. | had dadly vivig (Oh God, so
vivid, my eyest) evidence of the sexual feelings
and expresshan of my poeers and residents yedrs
yoaunger than me. [ didn't fieel any.

Of course like any other person in this day
and age, when terrified for my health and sanity
what uui 1 do bt go directly to the google ma-
chine to self diagnase. Thankfully for me [ actu-
ally came up with wsuful information. I was not
alene, @ freak or Il It turns eut I'm aseauall

Words canngt express the comfort and
Mope at one wird gave me. "Asesuel™ i 8 ool
That helps me exphaln who 1 am to my fiends
and family, and thereby gain thelr understand-
g, Even maore impartanlly [ glves e a vihicle
ta understand and accept myself. 1 am asaxual,
It took & while to fgure It oul. but § got there

KeLLy

20 yeaar ol Jnostly andiogynaus, EETNATHE F58e
wal with mita ceretird paley,

AR asexuE| Derstn 15 8 persin who dees
Mot exparience suvual attracthon” sits in a purple
banner on the top of my computer Scresn, I'm
o the Asexuality Visiolity and Education (AVEN)
witrile, When [ was 17 1 aent onto AVEN far
the first time - abowl bo click learn more and
check oul the forms, unknowing how exdacliy my
worlkd was going to change,

Bl W) rder for me Lo B8N 10 you exadt-
Iy how musch fnding ssexvslity alfected me and
capsed some amagng changes i iy e, lek's
back up a little bit, to a fow days before T had
fourd AVEN.
Sitting Tn my Righ school dlassroom, there was
a stlent awkward between me and my fnends.
I neyer had an emotional engagement with the
conversations my peers had as to who was hot
or not and all those times of girs glagling over
hot guys and ouys talking about wanting te
tiuch a giris hregsts

Buk those conversations, my peers stopped
haying with me after it had gotten sround that
| was unintarested. They found out after | was
honest during an earier conversation, Some
theught It must be because of the dissbitity T

wak Borm with, ofhers had specuiated it must be
because Of another (siue, an dndidgnased men-
Lol hanlicap ar samaelhing. Hawever T kmow thal
coultn't be ik, my out of schog! friends at the
childrens cimic [ went bo were having {hese see-
ual experhenees and desires as well

My frignds wihdre slowly arowing up and |
was belng ever so slowly left behind In this ane
aspect of adolescence. In response Lo this they
decided the best way tn eep me frem feeling
Ift out was to Just avaid the toplc around me,
Just dien't talk to me 3oout this, Ever

Hewever one day & kid | hardly knew wha
probably didn't knaw about this rule of silence,
asked someone who they thought was cute.
They seemed to be lcoking at me 5o 1 replied the
name of & guy whio gave me “butterflies* once -
but not In a seual way,

“Huh ~ 1 thaught you ware asexual” they
sHd

“What do you mean?"

“Snmeane teld me you where asexual,”

Sa | googled it iater in my room a couple
doye later ang found AVEN. Wnere | found out T
was Asecual. | took some Bime to process things

and | had kn corme out to mysell first. [ also
profised mysell during this process that [ wauld

L}

Just let my=glf feel what I feel without over - an-
alyzng theim, T 16l dsexval, all the experiénces
on AVEN frem alhers malited mine in So many
ways, And that prorrise helped me find out
about my gender and accepl whole other perls
of (e that [ didnL Know existed. 1've met some
of the mast amazing people, 1 even find can-
viersations aboul sex e, we G talk Without
any Feelings of isokstion, Caming cul Ly sthers
Is sometimes easy, sometimes difficult and met
wilh resistance. But 1 wouldn'| et gu of &nowing
who T am, and baing proud of It, for anything,

Excerpts from Asexuality: Coming to Terms (2014)

Ennis & Kelly (editors). (2014, Oct.). Asexuality: Coming to Terms.
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue21727.
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Asecuslity is mere
tompitabed tnan |

Asexual: o, person whio does net experience
SEIAL ATTRACTION

over vnTying abeat s
= 18 pages., and | o
wan guied srn B b

Portland, OR,
-assorted identity tags:

“location”

asexual, queer, cisgender, wiite,
able -bodied, femme-ish, female
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Excerpts from Taking the Cake:
An Illustrated Primer on Asexuality (2012)

Maisha (editor). (2012). Taking the Cake:
an [llustrated Primer on Asexuality. LGBTQ Serials.
The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue21939.
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Excerpts from Gendertrash from Hell (1993)

Phillippa, X. & Ross, M.-S. (editors). (1993, Apr./May). Gendertrash From Hell issue 1, volume 1.
LGBTQ Serials. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.

https:

collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue13867.
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Excerpts from Black Lesbians in the 70’s and Before: An At Home Tour at the Lesbian Herstory Archives (2010)

¥

Smith, S. (2010). Black lesbians in the 70’s and before : an at home tour at the Lesbian Herstory Archives.
Lesbian Herstory Archives. M2014-004. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto, ON.
https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10232.
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Excerpts from Transexual Fury (2006).
Additional context: This comic is based on the experiences of trans women at the
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival and other trans-exclusionary “feminist” spaces.

Montgomery, S. (2006). Transexual fury : special summer camp issue.
Supernova. M2014-130. The ArQuives: Canada’s LGBTQ2+ Archives. Toronto,
ON. https://collections.arquives.ca/link/catalogue10698.
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Summative Assessment

Possible Assignments

Option 1: Zine
* Have your students create their own zine(s) on 2SLGBTQIA+ topics (e.g., queer and trans
history, youth activism, coming out, understanding pronouns, allyship, etc.)

* Students can include personal narratives, poems, collages, comics, and other artwork

Option 2: Presentation Or Narrative

* Have your students research 2SLGBTQIA+ activists in your community. You can find profiles
of some 2SLGBTQIA+ Canadians in The ArQuives National Portrait Collection. Students can
give a presentation and/or create a written, oral, or visual narrative (e.g. creative nonfiction,
oral history, visual essay, etc.) about the person and their work..

» Ifthe National Portrait Collection does not include anyone from your area, contact a local
2SLGBTQIA+ organization and create your own local Portrait Collection.

Elmer Bagares (1970- ) Chris Bearchell (1953-2007) Anne Bishop (1950- )

v
— —

Bemard Courte (1949-1991)

Nicole Brossard [1943-)

Harold Demarais [1944- ) £.M. Donald (1950- ) Michelle D. Douglas [1963- ) John Duggan (1949- )

Screenshot of a selection from the National Portrait Collection Digital Exhibition
on the ArQuives website.

The ArQuives. (n.d.). National Portrait Collection. The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions.
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc.
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Please fill out the
educator feedback form:

Click here to access the educator feedback form.

Please provide your students
the student feedback form:

Student Feedback Form
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