
SPEAKS OUT
You are supposed to be able to protect yourself. But I did it, 
and I went to jail, 
not because I'm 
just Jane Doe 
walking down the 
street, but because 
I'm Black and 
I'm a gay, 
that's 
right, /f 
and a 
woman.

BLACK LESBIAN

In Detroit, Cynthia Rogari and Deborah Poaay, two 
Black gay woman, have bean charged with felonious assault 
for defending themselvM against physical attack. (See 
October 15-November 14,-1977, Issue of the "Torch/La An- 
torcha.”) The Revolutionary Socialist League haa launched 
the Gay Rights Defense Committee to build support for 
these women. Below we are printing an Interview with 
Deborah Posey.

Torch/La Antorcha: What 
do you think are the basic 
Issues behind the attack on 
you and Cynthia?

Deborah: This Is a case of 
antl-gays attacking gays.

Torch/La Antorcha: Are 
attacks like this common? 
How often are gay friends of 
yours harassed?

Deborah: Every day.
Torch/La Antorcha: What

forms do these attacks take?
Deborah: All different 

kinds. Landlord-tenant dis­
putes are common; confron­
tations with the police; on- 
the-job harassment. Society 
In general seems Ilka It's 
down on gay people.

Torch/La Antorcha: You 
and Cynthia are fighting 
back against this harass­
ment. What effect do you 
think It's going to have?

Deborah: What I basically
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hope for It to do Is to make 
gay people start fighting 
back against this kind of 
stuff. What I hope to accom­
plish Is to bring gays to­
gether and make them re­
alize that we can’t do It our­
selves. It's a whole class of 
people that’s got to get to­
gether to fight this kind of 
thing.

Torch/La Antorcha: A 
whole class—what do you 
mean by that?

Deborah: Working-class 
people, all the people that 
are oppressed. Because if 
we're separated, we're just 
one small group trying to 
buck the system.

Torch/La Antorcha: What 
Is the reaction of the police 
and the Judge to the fact that 
you are gay?
• Deborah: From the begin­
ning, the way the police 
handled the situation was 
what caused it to go as far as 
It did, because they refused 
to prosecute a straight per­
son for attacking a gay 
person. And at the time of 
our arrest, the verbal harass­
ment that we got from the 
police officers was Just asi­
nine. Asking my aunt, was 
she funny too? And making 
the statement that gay peo­
ple are always causing trou­
ble. And that you shouldn't 
let people know your busi­
ness, because then you 
wouldn't have this kind of 
trouble. In other words, keep 
your shit hid in the base­
ment. .

Torch/La Antorcha: Did 
they tell you straight-out 
tnat they wouldn't prosecute 
the other people?

Deborah: Yes. They told

itm
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versus

Women’ versus

Gay liberation was corn 
on June 28, 1969 when Nww. 
York police started to raid 

• - a gay bar in the west village, 
the Stonewall Inn. Gay .bars 
were frequently raided,_ 
especially around election

Black
liberation

t^!e* this time instead 
fco the cops abuse, the gays fought back; 

u? Parking meters 
and throwing rocks-<t th'e 
cops.

There is friction among' 
movements. The Gay Act­
ivists Alliance claim th« 
are a one^issue-organi - ' 

k Sr: % 801 -But whsr® 
\ does that leave- women’

V liberation is‘often
gaared for white women, so 
mere: does that leave 
black women? Every move­
ment today, the sit-ins, 
therpray-ins, the march­
ins, the protests...' they 
have ALL followed behind 
the black movement for 
equal recognition and 
power.

Not a New Idea
The women’s liberation 

movement is a revival’of 
feminist activity and prc- 

<tests that began as early 
/.as 1647.

In colonial days, or 
the frontier, a sex-based 
division of labor did not 
imply difference in status 
and all work was considered 
for the betterment of the 
community. But as communi­
ties and homesteads became 
wealthy, differences 
based on sear began to be­
come both unequal and 
ounressive.
During world war L and 11, 

rthen there was a .shortage of 
labor, this country.was run'by 
women with well-paying jobs, 
opportunities for training and 
free child care centers. -When 
the war was over, however, it . 
became these women’s’patriotic 
duty to let GI’s take- over 

■ their lobs and go home to preduoi babys of waohao

eX?he early women’s rights 
movement was made up of educated
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Get the Panthers 
Out of jail’
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THE WOMAN
WHO LIVED

FOR 15 YEARS
Courtroom striptease bares 
true sex of Mississippi male 
INTO THE SMALL, bare office of the mayor 
1 of Kosciusko, Mississippi, a policeman 
walked with a husky prisoner. The mayor, 
who also acts as city judge in the town of 
10,000, asked in a matter-of-fact routine in­
quiry what the charges were. He was in­
formed the Negro had been driving with im­
proper lights and a pint of whiskey had been 
found in the car. Then the policeman told 
Mayor T. V. Rone something that made him 
sit up suddenly in his straight-back chair:

“When I tried to search him, he protested 
and told my: Take it easy, I’m a woman.’"

The mayor promptly took up the interroga­
tion of the prisoner, who claimed he was not 
James McHarris as listed on his license but 
really a woman named Annie Lee Grant.

The mayor slowly chose his words and told 
the prisoner: "Annie Lee, if you want to prove 
to me you're a woman you can do it. But you 
don’t have to unless you want to."

While bug-eyed police and the mayor 
waited in tense silence, the prisoner walked 
to a closet, discarded shirt, pants and male 
underwear. The police crowded in closer, 
strained their necks and jockeyed for position. 
When Jim walked out almost completely nude, 
what they saw made their mouths pop open: 
the man Jim McHarris long known in town as 
a hard-working laborer as well as a “mighty 
tough man with the ladies" was no man nt 
all, but a fully-developed, big-breasted woman.

One of the strangest courtroom scenes in 
American legal history was quickly culmi­
nated when Mayor Rone hurriedly fined the 
defendant $100 or 30 days in jail. The word 
of the sensational unmasking of Jim McHarris 
quickly got around Kosciusko and jarred the 
quiet small town.

Especially upset were several women who 
had been girl friends of Jim McHarris, now 
revealed to be Annie Lee Grant. One woman 
admitted regularly receiving money from Jim, 
when "she" was working as a man on a 
Memphis barge line. Jim called the woman 
"his wife." Before “his” exposure, Jim had 
been engaged to many a high school girl.

To get the incredible story of the girl that 
was Annie Lee Grant and the woman called 
Jim, EBONY went to Kosciusko, Miss., inter­
viewed scores of persons and heard Jim’s de­
fiant declaration that she intends to remain a 
‘‘man’’ in what she believes is a man’s world.

'It*

' * • .< Jr

Continued on Next ?ogs

Ar,nil Lu Grant, alias Jim McHarris, lights cigarette io typical masculine gesture on front porch of house where st 
lived as a man in Kosciusko. Says she: "I’ve posed as a man, off and on, most of my life."

o
O
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I I7t, Biker Dorothy. Youns; Man with a Hom. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1938. . ,

'vhile not explicit, the relationship between Josephine Jordan, rising young 
Bl“ci- sinrnr iron Harlem and wealthy, uooer class Amy North is of interest. 
An in‘erracial novel set in the prohibition and jazz era of the 1920s.
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For 30 years, a hefty Mississippi woman lived as a mart 
sternly bossing a 10-acre farm and caring for an aUrac- 
tive, cream-colored "wife” and her daughter by a preri- 

. ous marriage. When the “man” died two years ago. in 
amazed undertaker discovered that Pete Bell was really 
a woman.

At the wife’s request, the masquerade was hushed and 
the burial certificate listed no sex. The widow explain** 
that her husband was an unwanted child who adopts 
mannish poses and attitudes in order to please a 
who wanted a male heir. Incredulous citizens In i** 
small town pooh-poohed the report, claiming, "o^l Fv* 
Just couldn’t have fooled me.”

The deception which characterized PeU Bril’s 
mirrors the problems of hundreds of women 
trapped in the half-shadow, no-man’i land of th-
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Black women and white women can and 
must work together for their liber­
ation. A women’s liberation move­
ment that does not liberate the 
most oppressed element is not worthy 
of the name.

Historically, black women in America 
have been the chief victims of the 
idea that to be black is to be ugly 
and evil. In a culture whose female 
is supposed to embody beautiful and 
spiritual values, the black women has 
been represented as'coarse in looks 
and animal-like in her sensuality.

The black civil rights movement of 
sixties, with its growing militancy 
and heightened sense of group power 
has generated a rejection of the self- 
loathing projected onto black people 

-in America. Black is beautiful. Black
COitf iiiuul r11 3
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SSf««r to “wg1 Proved an i,*

This type of Jealousy u 
often reflected in poj|cf 
records. In Detroit,

6 Calloway, 21, was sen- 
fenced to 10-20 years for 
the murder of her female 
sweetheart" Marlon Ware 

M SS Cu/,0Way saId she shot 
Miss Ware for dating a 
man. Ohio was Shocked by 
pJV”1 an,l?ye s,sy‘nS- Mn 
Evelyn Sutler, 25-year-old 
mother of two children, 
was sentenced to the el«-. 
fie chair for stranglJnc 

and drowning Mrs. Ev.-fyn 
Clark. Testimony indies !/•!

woman. Despised by society, they travel an uncharted 
nwd which often leads to a jail cell.

Very often the masquerade Is only uncovered by an 
icddent or a necessary visit to a doctor. After an auto- 
mobile accident, Cincinnati doctors discovered that 
-Charlie Harris”—who had posed as a man for 45 years 
—was a woman. Harris’ true sex was revealed to a wom-

who knew her as her stepfather. Mrs. Ida Belle Redd 
aid Harris (who died recently in Cincinnati at the age 
of 107) married her mother in 1902.

At the other end of the spectrum are part-time men: 
Fomen who for various reasons reject feminine roles and, 
while retaining female trappings, compete with men for 
lobs—and other women. These "sometime women” feel 
contempt for girlish pursuits. Some are athletic women; 
others intellectual or executive types.

One of these is a famous Harlem woman executive, at­
tractive and youngish, who rejected femininity for a 
manlike existence. She attends stag parties, takes an 
Active part In jokes aimed at “silly, gullible" women. Her 
constant companion is an attractive secretary who shares 
ber lavish, one-bedroom apartment. ;

Problems posed by man-like women are so deep that 
the public has hardly be- 
pm to understand them. 
Doctors and psychiatrists 
ire co-ordinating their 
work in the light of new 
piycho-sexual findings. 
Their research Indicates 
that operations and psy­
chiatric treatment can free 
tuny women of maleness 
a tied by an imbalance of 
^e-.ale and male hormones.

Other cases may prove 
difficult; although ex- 

v*4>d psychiatric treat- 
may cure those whose
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Leatrice Calloway killed her 
female sweetheart, '


