Yy, Salter lgyden, 0.C.,

¥r, Don Browm, Q.C

A ke e w.‘s &% 3 ﬁ,

Merbors of the Ferlismentary Legiclotive Commitise,

Hovpe of Cormong,
Ottaua,

Gentlemen:

The porpogse of this letler is to loy before vour Goamitiee several
corments and suggestions for conslderation regarding wossible chenpes or armend-
nmerks o thet asection of the Consdise Criminsl Cole vwhich deals with acks of
homosexuality botween male persons, I refer specificelly to Section 206, under
the heading YCrogs Indecency®.

Thols law, as it stands to-day, perticularly in the lipght of ocur vastly
iveressed sclentific knowledge, iz bolh archidc ond entizely wjust. lmoh of the
vrasent problen of homogexualily can be traced directly to the conditions that
heve beoen orected by this legislation that mekes a ceiminel of & rman vwho does
no nore than follov the prompiinss of his imnermost nature, Under Section 2056
it is a eriwinel offence, punisheble uvpon conviciion by a barberic priscn term,
for g homosexual to engage in sex-relations at any time dixing his life-e rogsrds-
lese of clrounmctances, The History of the passage of the originel Bill from
whdch, I wnderstond, Section 206 was derived, would shou that the louse Hevbers
were wndoublly vnoavare of the full implicationg in thedr legislation, and atiaoched
heveto 18 the full story of this wfertunate event,

- As o detersent, the law iz, and always will be a complete failure. o
legal erepiment i capeble of eradiceling or suppressing the neiurel Impulses of
manking and in spite of many years of persechiion, the homossxuals of the world
have survived %o live the only 1ife possible for them., The lav mey make the comn-
isslon of acts of horossualily more difficult to achieve, it doss not, howvever,
wrovent the cormission of such acts, It doss, on the other hand, creale several
deplorable corditions thel are wndenlably regporgible for the prosent sericus
state of affairs, TFor cne, the Imovledge that to merely give cxpression fo
inborn tendencies, irradiceble, and irrepressible by thoze in vhom they ccour,
ic to commdl o criminel offence that g punishsble by not ondy o prison tém
ut alse by the scorn and rejection of family and friendse= such knowledge is
mairly responsivle for the nspvous sirein end emotionsl instebility of meny
homoserwals, Further, this cruel lsu not only makes it possible for blacke
meilers to extord money from thousands of victims every vyear wnder theest of
sxposure, bub by the severity with wbich it is enforced by the cowrts, 3t actuslly
snoovrages these vielous revesiltes to operaie thelr trade,

In any congiderotion of & legislation 1t chowlll be renlinsd that it
direetly affacte the lives of thousards of Canadisn citizens-~ not 2 mere handful
of semedegensrates, buol tlwusands of essentially decont, respectabls men fron
avery soelal, economic, religicus and intellectual level in the land, Thelr
position in soclety is o grouing, werious situotlion that ecan only worsen steadily
unlese steps are talen by the aub orities Iin the near future to end the condile
fona that hove besn erested by Secticn 206e» whleh conditions arve solely responw
gible for any existing Yproblem of homosexuslity®. The Hegro "oroblem" was crested

e

e

7.
NN

by e while mejoritys the Jevish "problen® use created by the Centile mjierity
and the homozesmal "problen® ls the creation of the heleorosexuval majoritye- who

£
= %
. K ‘:’7 . - P, 4 £ . ’Q \} A g - * -
alone con toke vhe necefsory steps To brdng this problen fo 2 speedy end.
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Trere iz only one vossible soluticn end that Iles in the intesraticn of ihe
hemogexval minority into our sociely ond tholr sceeplance by the hetevosernunl
majority, judsed solely on thelr worth as {homosexual) Individugis who heve a
| -§
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uable and wnigque contribuiion to offer thelr cowntyry if pormitted to do szo.
intagration can only take place with the acliive aid ond co-oporation of

ruthoritisz, with an enlighiened public opinion and by the granting of full

rignts (end £911 protection for those wights) to the homosexusl cifizenry
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The first step in this diveetion is the abolliion of the present anti-hoio-

gezal legislation and its replacenont by sans, just and resliistic enaclments

wnder which 1t wold no longer be desmed a eriwinal offence for twe mutually

consenting adulis to cngage ingeny act of homosexuality in the privacy of their
Ex B2 3

rooms. lowsver, if a uinor iz involved, if force is wied or if the public
decency 15 outraged, then a orire wovld have boen commi
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S ithed thot must be rune
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Ssned with couel {bub wo grester) severily as for an eqvivalent offsnce of 2

heterosernl nature,

Such legiegletion already exists in many Eurcnean countries, snd in 1949,
L Ee
the Joint Commitiee on Parchiatry and the Law, appointed by the Friiish Medieal
. = # ‘Ie ip = 3 : pind 0L} ﬁ-' 5 I
Assoclation and the Maglsirate's Assccialion, made the Pollowing recommendstion:
4.9

after an extensive investigatien inte "Iy Criminel Low and Sexmual CFfenderst
el
The Comniltles world like to ses an early official Imauiry into the advisibility
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of the Fnglish lav telng brought into line with Continental law in respec
the private babfedd of concenting adulis,”

Effect this change., and the pouwsr of the blackmeller is at onee removed., The
hemosewsal worldd no longer beeone a orimndnel for engaging in a form of activity
that is a8 essential to his plysical and spirdtusl well-being ac is egudwvalicnt
sctivity ecually ssgential fo the wellebeing of eny normsl mam. Thus the Pirat
gtep would have been teken towerd the eventuvalsdmtegraltion of the hemosexunl,

Simuldenecusly, 1l methods of cormmenication shovld be opened to a free and
full discussion of every agvect of hovosexuelity, This would eventually lesd %o
the enlighiened public opindon thet is sssentlsld te the ebolilion of disceimine
ation and intolerence direclel against amy ninority group. o legitimate objecte-
ion czn be vut Torvard 4o the suggested change as outlined above. Soelsty has
both the wight and the dutly to meintoin deys for the protedifon of its merbers,
but it does vot have the right to enfores laws that meke 1ife o livirg hell for
neands of lrocent sen, the abolitlon of which laws ecowld aifect zo ane but
orosexvals, and these only for the boltsy,
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tuch of the Aiflicnliy experienced in ling with homosexuvality in the past
con be treced to the veluctaznce of the luvestligsting comilltess to either attempl
to see the probien from the viewpoint of the homogexmal or fo adopt an unbiased,
realistic attitude toward the wiole matter. Ho such btedy can 2id in vorking out
wg-golution e the protlems of o ninorlty group vhen they embork vpon their shudy
in & thorouphly prefudiced frame of mind, Hegardless of the reluctence with
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It chould be appovent that these individuals will not suppress o vilal nrge-- the
gratification of which con do harn to no one~= in obadience te a Imy that is
enforced by society, not for ilts protection, but rather indefersnce o trejudics,
biss and certeln antlguasted ecelegiastical snaciments.
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