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About The ArQuives: The ArQuives is one of the largest independent LGBTQ2+ 
archives in the world and the only LGBTQ2+ archive in Canada with a national 
scope. Its mandate is to acquire, preserve, organize, and give public access to 
information and materials in any medium, by and about LGBTQ2+ people, 
primarily produced in or concerning Canada and to maintain a research library, 
international research files, and an international collection of queer and trans 
periodicals. You can read more about The ArQuives at www.arquives.ca

A Note About Language: We use the initialism 2SLGBTQIA+ in this document. In 
other materials, The ArQuives uses the initialism LGBTQ2+. Within this educational 
resource, we are making an intentional choice to situate 2S (Two-Spirit/two-
spirit), Indigiqueer, and other Indigenous LGBTQIA+ people first because we think 
it’s necessary to emphasize the role colonization has played in reproducing cis-
heteronormativity. Our initialism within this resource also includes ‘A’ and ‘I’ 
(‘asexual’ and ‘intersex’) because we want to highlight these identities for people 
who are new to learning about queer and trans communities. These (and other) 
identities are sometimes encompassed in the ‘+’ (plus sign) of the LGBTQ2+ 
initialism. Ultimately, there is no singular “correct” initialism for queer and trans 
communities.

To give feedback on this resource please visit www.arquives.ca/about/feedback
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Introduction

In 2022, The ArQuives developed three documents for educators interested in 
teaching 2SLGBTQIA+ curricula and supporting the implementation of 
2SLGBTQIA+ policies in Canadian secondary schools. Building on that work, The 
ArQuives has developed three downloadable packages with reproductions of 
items from The ArQuives’ collections that can be used in classroom mini-
exhibitions.

When the twenty-five initial portraits that would come to form The ArQuives’ 
National Portrait Collection (NPC) were exhibited at The 519 Community Centre in 
1998, colour copies were displayed alongside the originals. These copies were to 
be used for travelling shows, allowing 2SLGBTQIA+ organizations across Canada 
to organize exhibitions and “[demonstrate] the role that the archives can play in 
bringing our histories alive in a way that is accessible to all.” 

In the same way, these downloadable mini-exhibitions provide new possibilities 
for making 2SLGBTQIA+ histories (and archival records themselves) accessible. In 
addition to educators, they can be used by gender and sexuality alliances (GSAs) 
and other student or community groups.

To set up an archival exhibition in your classroom, use this guide with any of the 
three downloadable mini-exhibition packages.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc/npc_history
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc/npc_history


The items for the three downloadable mini-exhibitions have been digitized from 
The ArQuives’ collections. There are common themes across all three exhibitions, 
but each focuses on a particular material type or a particular topic:

The National Portrait Collection (NPC) exhibition includes forty of the 79 portraits 
in the collection, and are selected for the individuals’ contributions to LGBTQ2+ 
communities in the areas of activism, education, health, and the arts.

The Buttons Exhibition includes thirty buttons, produced by various individuals 
and organizations for various purposes, but all with a common focus on LGBTQ2+ 
community support.

The Student/Youth Activism exhibition combines di� erent media types 
(photographs, posters, documents, and buttons) to demonstrate the work of 
people aged 29 or younger in LGBTQ2+ activist movements from the seventies to 
the present.

The National Portrait Collection (NPC) and Student/Youth Activism mini-exhibition 
packages include 40 items organized around 4 topics and the Buttons mini-
exhibition package includes 30 items focused on  3 topics. Each package also 
includes informational panels (one for each topic and an introduction) and item 
labels. 

The mini-exhibitions can be adapted to suit students’ interests, space available, 
and budget. You can use all the items in a package, all items on a select topic, or 
mix and match packages. If mixing and matching, make sure to also include any 
informational panels or item labels needed.

About the Mini-Exhibitions



Materials required

From this guide:
• Readings and discussion questions (recommended)
• Materials for additional suggested activities (optional)

From the downloadable mini-exhibition packages:
• Item images
• Corresponding labels
• Informational panels
• Flyer and exhibition guide templates (optional)

Additional supplies:
• A printer
• Scissors
• Painters tape, adhesive putty, or peel-and-stick adhesive strips
• Glue and coloured paper, card, or foamboard to mount items (optional)
• Lamination sheets (optional)
• Frames (optional)
• Poster boards or tri-fold display boards (optional)
• A copy (print or digital) of 2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable Mini-Unit Plan for 

English or History Classrooms, available to download from The ArQuives’ 
website (recommended)

Learning Objectives

Practice working with primary sources

Learn some basic principles of archiving

Collaboratively organize a classroom mini-exhibition

...



Discussion Questions

These questions can be used to initiate a class discussion about The ArQuives’ 
downloadable mini-exhibitions. Modify them based on your needs, or come up 
with your own. Use the included supplementary readings to support your 
discussion, as needed.

1. What do you already know about archives? What kinds of records do they 
hold? Who uses them, and for what purpose? What do archives have in 
common with libraries and museums? What makes them di� erent?

2. Who decides which records an archive will include in its collections? Or 
who determines how these records are written about for the people 
reading them?

3. What problems might result when records creators (i.e., the people who 
initially made/used these records) are not involved in the archival process? 
How might community archives address some of these issues?

4. What can be learned through archival records? What challenges or 
limitations might learning through archival records present? How do you 
think exhibitions could support this learning?



About The ArQuives

The ArQuives is one of the largest independent LGBTQ2+ archives in the world 
and the only archive in Canada with a mandate to collect at a national level. 
Founded out of The Body Politic newspaper collection in 1973, its mandate is to 
safeguard the LGBTQ2+ history of Canada. The archives formally incorporated in 
1980 and following a legal challenge was granted charitable status in 1981. Today, 
The ArQuives preserves a wide range of material including personal and 
organizational papers, books, monographs, photographs, moving images, sound 
recordings, periodicals, artifacts (like buttons, board games, t-shirts, and 
banners), and other reference material.

Archives are repositories for documentary heritage that work to acquire, 
preserve, organize, and give public access to information and materials in any 
medium. Archives are a resource for everyone to use, and a community archives 
like The ArQuives accepts donations from community members or any record 
about LGBTQ2+ life in Canada.

The main di� erence between a library and an archive is that a library contains 
published works that the public can access and often take home. An archive is 
non-circulating and can contain published and unpublished works. An archive 
contains the ‘behind-the-scenes’ records of an organization or person’s work, 
such as correspondence, notes, receipts, drafts, etc.

An archival collection is referred to as a fonds. A fonds consists of a group of 
records created, used or collected by a single individual, group, or corporate 
body through the course of their activities and functions. Archival fonds are 
oftentimes unique, complex, and tricky to navigate. Through the process of 
appraisal, arrangement, and description, archivists transform an accumulation of 
records into a fonds that is accessible to researchers. 

https://arquives.ca/about/


• How long will the exhibition stay up? Are you going to reuse or lend out the 
items after the initial exhibition?

• How do you want to install the items? Will you mount them, laminate them, or 
frame them? 

• Who will be the primary audience for your exhibition? Your class? Others at 
your school? People from your community?

• What topics are you and your class interested in? What story do you want to 
tell through your exhibition?

Print the package (or individual pages) on regular letter-size (8.5” x 11”) paper or 
cardstock
• The downloadable mini-exhibitions are made to work with any standard home/

o� ce printer; if you don’t have access to a (colour) printer, expect to pay 
between $0.50 and $1.00 per page at a library or print shop

• You can use the “scale” and “pages per sheet” functions in your PDF reader’s 
print menu to adjust the size down if needed

You can work on the exhibition collectively, or form groups to focus on specific 
tasks—for example:
• Curators select items and determine how they will be displayed
• Technicians to print, cut out, and mount/laminate/frame (as applicable) 

informational panels, item images, and item labels
• Educators to guide tours or give presentations on the exhibition

Select the items you’d like to use—a minimum of 4 items (3 for the Buttons 
exhibition) is recommended

When deciding on items to use, consider where and how you’re planning to 
display them:
• How much usable wall space do you have? How will people interact with the 

exhibition?

Organizing Your Exhibition



You can also use the “poster” or “tile” function to print images in large format, 
though the resolution will be lower and there may be visible pixels—this isn’t 
recommended for text items

Cut out the item images (as needed), item labels, and informational panels

Mount items onto card or foamboard or, if you have additional funds, laminate or 
 frame them 

Plan your exhibition’s layout before hanging any items—you might draw a 
diagram or place items on the floor in front of the wall to get an idea of how 
you’ll arrange them
• The distance between items is up to you, but make sure they won’t be too high 

or too low on the walls

A� x items to the wall using painters tape, adhesive putty, or peel-and-stick 
adhesive strips
• For a portable exhibition, use poster boards or tri-fold display boards

Get ready for your exhibition opening—use the supplied flyer and exhibition guide 
templates, or make your own
• You can also prepare a tour, presentation, discussion, or other interactive 

activity to complement your exhibition

Each downloadable mini-exhibition package includes ideas for lesson plans and 
activities. For additional resources, refer to 2SLGBTQIA+ Stories: An Adaptable 
Mini-Unit Plan for English or History Classrooms.
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Young people have been involved in LGBTQ2+ 
activism since at least the emergence of the 
homophile movement in the fifties and sixties
—the Association for Social Knowledge, for 
example, considered the first gay 
organization in Canada, was co-founded in 
1964 by twenty-six-year-old Doug Sanders. 
This mini-exhibition documents nearly fifty 
years of student and youth activism in 
Canada through documents, photographs, 
posters, and buttons. Almost every item 
included here was made by or with direct 
involvement from queer and trans people 
aged 29 or younger; any that were not were 
made by LGBTQ2+ educators, youth workers, 
or community organizers.

About Student & 

Youth Activism



This section includes newsletters, pamphlets, 
zines, and other (self-)published materials 
and some correspondence (i.e., letters) 
produced by or including content by young 
queer and trans people. Zines like 
gendertrash from hell and Ji� y Pop provide 
insight into some of the experiences of 
LGBTQ2+ and HIV-positive youth growing up 
in the nineties and 2000s through personal 
accounts. Other documents, like the letter 
from a high school student to Charlie Hill or 
the student handbook confiscated by the 
Champlain College administration, provide a 
record of how student and youth activists 
have been met with (and resisted) opposition 
from people in positions of power.
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The 1980–1981 Champlain College student 
handbook included a list of gay bars and discos in 
and around Sherbrooke, Québec, along with 
information about homophobic police violence. 
Some students burned their copies in protest, 
leading the college to confiscate the handbooks 
on the basis that their content was “biased toward 
gays.” Notably, the handbooks’ editor had 
previously received threats after placing an ad for 
a gay student organization the previous year.

1

This pamphlet from Winnipeg Gay/Lesbian Youth 
(WGLY) was published ahead of its first “rap 
session,” or discussion group meeting, in 1985. It 
includes a reading list compiled by WGLY 
members, with additional excerpts from a book of 
writing by LGBTQ2+ youth. Although WGLY was 
based out of (and received support through) the 
Winnipeg Gay Community Centre, it was 
collectively run by young people who recognized 
the need for youth-focused services in their city.

2
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gendertrash from hell was a trans zine curated by 
Mirha-Soleil Ross and Xanthra Phillippa MacKay 
and published in four issues between 1993 and 
1995. This poem by Linda Taylor, a then sixteen-
year-old Indian-Jamaican trans girl, is a 
contemplation on strength and confidence as 
forms of resistance to transphobia. With her poem 
are three photos of Linda smiling and laughing, 
taken by Mirha-Soleil; another photo of Linda was 
used for the issues’ cover.

Ji� y Pop was a zine by HIV-positive youth from 
the Positive-Youth Outreach Program (POP) in 
Toronto and the YouthCO AIDS Society in 
Vancouver. At least two issues were published—
the cover included here is from issue 1 (1998) and 
the inner pages from issue 2 (2000). Using a 
letter/diary format, the three contributors provide 
incredibly personal accounts of the process of 
getting and coming to terms with their HIV 
diagnosis.

3
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James Fraser, the first professional archivist to 
volunteer for The ArQuives (then the Canadian 
Gay Liberation Movement Archives), sent this 
letter to the Trent-Peterborough Homophile 
Association in 1977 in response to receiving a 
donation of the group’s records for inclusion in the 
archive. As a community archivist, Fraser 
recognized the importance of direct involvement 
with the people and organizations whose records 
The ArQuives would hold, including those based in 
other cities or provinces.

The Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Youth Project 
(LGBYP) was a peer-led program supported by 
Planned Parenthood Nova Scotia. In addition to 
organizing support groups and social events and 
developing information resources, LGBYP 
provided young LGBTQ2+ people with 
opportunities to become involved in political 
action. Through LGBYP, queer and trans youth 
participated in demonstrations and rallies and 
intergenerational community education projects.

5
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Rites: For Lesbian and Gay Liberation was 
published from 1984 to 1992 by the Toronto-based 
Rites Collective. In addition to covering LGBTQ2+ 
issues, Rites made an e� ort to address racism, 
classism, sexism, and other forms of oppression 
through the framework of gay liberation. Its 
November 1985 issue came with a supplement 
with contributions from lesbians and gays of 
colour, including queer Black community 
organizer Douglas Stewart (of Zami) and six Rites 
readers.

As part of their work around public education, the 
University of Toronto Homophile Association 
(UTHA) delivered presentations to students in 
Toronto- and Hamilton-area high schools. In this 
letter to UTHA chairperson Charlie Hill, a student 
requests the organization’s support in persuading 
the administration to allow them to organize a 
presentation at their school. Presentations like 
these could be essential for young gay people 
who didn’t have access to information or support 
from others, but also to their straight peers.
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This collaborative zine was created by LGBTQ2+ 
young people as part of the North York Queer 
Youth Arts Project (YAP) in 2004. The selection 
included here focuses on writing as a means of 
claiming power as young, racialized, low-income, 
disabled, and mentally ill/mad queer and trans 
people. As self- or community-published texts, 
zines can allow those who have been 
underrepresented in or excluded from other 
media to organize, communicate, and express 
themselves creatively.

LGBT YouthLine started as a peer support phone 
line in 1994. Based in Toronto, it was one of the 
first LGBTQ2+ phone lines accessible across 
Ontario, including to those living in rural and 
remote areas. After Premier Mike Harris cut 
funding to the program in 1995, YouthLine 
depended primarily on community fundraising to 
support its operations. Intenzive Kare was an all-
ages dance party fundraiser organized in 
collaboration with multimedia artist, club 
promoter, and 14-year YouthLine volunteer Will 
Munro.

9
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These photographs, taken between 1973 and 
2002, show young LGBTQ2+ people 
participating in conferences, demonstrations, 
and community projects across Ontario,in 
Saskatoon, and Halifax. Representing some 
of the numerous forms that activism can take, 
some photos, like the one from AIDS Action 
Now!’s first public demonstration, recall times 
when collective action has been taken out of 
sadness, horror, or indignation. Others recall 
the celebratory (like the photos of Supporting 
Our Youth’s Pride Prom) and sometimes 
ordinary (like the photo of Gens Hellquist 
painting a wall in the Saskatoon Gay 
Community Centre) actions LGBTQ2+ youth 
have used to resist oppression.



1

In protest of the use of placebos in a trial of 
pentamidine, a medication already being used 
in the United States to prevent pneumonia in 
people with AIDS, AIDS Action Now! members 
placed caskets outside Toronto General 
Hospital to symbolize the deaths that would 
result without access to treatment. Although 
rates of HIV were highest for people in their 
thirties, in 1988, 35% of those assigned male at 
birth and more than 50% of those assigned 
female at birth who tested positive for HIV 
were aged 15 to 29.



2

The first gay community centre in 
Saskatchewan (and one of the first in 
Canada) was opened in 1973 by members of 
the Zodiac Friendship Society (ZFS). The Gay 
Community Centre of Saskatoon operated a 
library and phone line, o� ered drop-in 
programs on weekdays, and organized 
dances and socials on weekends. A year 
before co-founding the ZFS in 1972, Gens 
Hellquist had started a Saskatoon chapter of 
the Gay Liberation Front, the first gay 
organization in the city, at age 25.



3

Members of the Gay and Lesbian Association 
of McMaster and Gay Youth Hamilton 
marched with Hamilton United Gay Societies 
(HUGS) at Lesbian and Gay Pride Day 1988 in 
Toronto; HUGS itself comprised several 
organizations, including Gayline Hamilton, the 
Hamilton AIDS Network for Dialogue and 
Support, and the Gay Women’s Collective. This 
kind of collaboration can allow LGBTQ2+ 
communities to build solidarity and political 
power—HUGS, for example, worked for 
reforms that would protect gay youth against 
police harassment and discrimination.



4

The fifth National Gay Conference, themed 
Towards a Gay Community, was held in 
Saskatoon in 1977. In addition to educational 
and social programming, the conference 
involved a demonstration of gay rights 
outside Saskatoon City Hall. Around 300 
people from across Canada, a number of 
them students and youth, marched in protest 
of legal and social discrimination against 
LGBTQ2+ people. Those present included 
Ralph Lesser of Gay Youth Toronto, Chris 
Bearchell, and Doug Wilson.



5

The First Bi-National Gay Youth Conference, 
co-organized by Gay Youth Toronto, Young 
Lesbians Toronto, and Jeunesse gaie de 
Montréal, was held in Toronto in 1978. More 
than seventy-five delegates from across 
Canada and the United States were present, 
and almost all were under 25. The three-day 
conference included workshops on education, 
the age of consent (then 21 for “homosexual 
acts” but 18 for straight sex), and access to 
social services for gay youth, as well as a 
demonstration.



5



6

LGBTQ2+ youth have participated in Pride 
events for decades. Many of those involved in 
organizing the August 1971 Pride picnic at 
Hanlan’s Point in Toronto, for example, were 
young members of the Community Homophile 
Association of Toronto and Toronto Gay 
Action. Organizations like Gay Youth Toronto 
were present at Pride marches from at least 
the eighties. The Pride Youth Contingent, 
formed around 1998 with support from 
Supporting Our Youth, e� ectively built on 
these histories of LGBTQ2+ youth organizing.
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Toronto’s first Pride Prom was organized in 
1995 by the Triangle Program, an alternative 
school for queer and trans students within the 
Toronto District School Board. Recognizing 
that school dances can be unsafe for 
LGBTQ2+ students, events like Pride Proms 
can allow young people to celebrate 
themselves and their communities in a 
comfortable and supportive space. The 2002 
Red Hot Pride Prom, co-organized with 
Supporting Our Youth, was hosted by trans 
activist and journalist/media personality Enza 
Anderson, with music provided by DJ Xenon.



8

In the 1977 Ontario provincial election, 26-
year-old teacher, activist, and League for 
Socialist Action/Ligue socialiste ouvrière (LSA-
LSO) member Thérèse Faubert ran as the 
LSA-LSO’s candidate for Brampton. At an all-
candidates meeting at the home of 
Conservative Premier Bill Davis, Thérèse was 
harassed by other candidates and some of 
those in the audience after stating publicly 
that she was a lesbian. Thérèse came in fourth 
of fifth candidates, but the election was 
notable for bringing increased awareness of 
gay issues to heterosexual voters.



WE
ARE
YOUR

CHILDREN!
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In this photo, taken at the 1978 National Gay 
Conference in Halifax, Ralph Lesser poses with 
his arms around David Maclean. Both 
members of Gay Youth Toronto at the time, 
Ralph had been instrumental in organizing the 
First Bi-National Gay Youth Conference the 
previous year. Also notable is the sign in the 
background with the text WE ARE YOUR 
CHILDREN, likely a reference to the idea of 
“homosexual recruitment” of children as 
perpetuated by Anita Bryant’s homophobic 
“Save Our Children” campaign.
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Toronto Pride 1986  was themed “Forward 
Together”—that same year, HIV had been 
confirmed to be the cause of AIDS, making 
new developments in testing and treatment 
possible. Also in 1986, Bill 7 passed in the 
Ontario legislature, leading to sexual 
orientation becoming protected grounds 
within the Human Rights Code. While there 
was some cause for optimism, there was also 
a need for continued activism and solidarity 
across LGBTQ2+ communities. 



The posters included in this section were used 
to advertise services, promote community 
events, and raise awareness about issues 
a� ecting LGBTQ2+ people. Created in 
Toronto, London (Ontario), Vancouver, 
Montréal, and Hamilton between 1973 and the 
late nineties to early 2000s, they range from 
professionally-designed prints to cut-and-
pasted (or hand-drawn) and photocopied 
flyers. With the possible exception of the Ville 
Marie Social Service Centre poster, all were 
made by people in the LGBTQ2+ community, 
underlining queer and trans activist 
movements being rooted in collaboration and 
community reliance.





Pop singer and citrus industry brand ambassador 
Anita Bryant formed Save Our Children, an anti-
gay right-wing political coalition, in 1977, after a 
Florida county passed an ordinance prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
When the law was repealed, partly due to her 
campaign, Bryant organized a series of public 
speaking events across the United States and 
Canada. Gay liberation activists protested 
Bryant’s events—approximately 150 people were 
present at the protest of her London, Ontario 
event, where this poster was likely used. 

From August 19th to 26th, 1973, organizers from 
Vancouver, Saskatoon, Winnipeg, Toronto, Ottawa, 
and Montréal held events as part of a nationally 
coordinated Gay Pride Week. While some 
Canadian cities had held public protests and 
demonstrations in 1971 and 1972, this was likely the 
first such event (and certainly the first of this 
scale) to be held in Vancouver. Around 100 people 
were at the rally, and an estimated 300 attended t 
other events that week.

1

2







This 1998 event, presented by the Ontario College 
of Art and Design (OCAD) Student Union and 
pink/OUT, included a panel discussion and 
performances by queer and trans video artists 
Shawna Dempsey & Lorri Millan, Scott Trelevan, 
and Mirha-Soleil Ross. Several other prominent 
LGBTQ2+ video and performance artists have 
been involved with OCAD, including John Greyson 
(as a guest speaker) and Richard Fund (as a 
student, then as a professor and program 
coordinator).

The Gay Community Dance Committee (GCDC) 
held approximately fifty community dances in 
Toronto between 1981 and 1992, raising more than 
$100,000 for LGBTQ2+ organizations in the city 
and across the province. The GCDC organized at 
least six dances in 1982, with volunteers 
distributing around 3000 flyers for each. Poster 
designs were by commissioned LGBTQ2+ artists—
this one, for the May 1982 Spring Prom dance, was 
created by Linda Hurst of the Coalition for Gay 
Rights in Ontario.
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Trans Fusion Crew (TFC) is a drop-in program for 
trans, nonbinary, and genderqueer people 
organized by Supporting Our Youth (SOY). In 
addition to providing a space for young trans 
people to access support from peers, mentors, 
and service providers, TFC enables youth 
involvement in political organizing and activism. In 
2001, TFC held the Trans Planet Awards to 
recognize trans people who have made significant 
contributions to their community, and in 2004, it 
published Trans Missions, a zine of writing and art 
by trans youth. 

Phone lines provided an essential means of 
connection and support for LGBTQ2+ people, 
starting around the seventies and continuing into 
the 2000s. These lines were free to use and callers 
did not have to provide any information about 
themselves, making them a good option for 
people not publicly out. They also allowed people 
living in rural and remote areas to access 
information, counselling, and other resources that 
might not have been accessible in their 
communities.
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The Hamilton-McMaster Homophile Association 
(HMHA) was founded in 1970 by six McMaster 
University students. Co-founder Marie Robertson, 
who had left home for university at 17, wanted a 
place where she and others in Hamilton’s queer 
community could find connection and support. 
While some people from Hamilton had become 
involved in Toronto’s homophile movement, the 
HMHA’s founding members recognized that an 
organization based in their city allowed them to 
focus on issues particular to them.

Fruit Loopz was a series of multi-disciplinary 
performance events by and for LGBTQ2+ youth. 
The events, organized with Supporting Our Youth, 
included film/video screenings, live bands, DJ 
sets, poetry readings, comedy acts, and other 
performance-based art by queer and trans 
people under 25. In addition to organizing one-o�  
events, Fruit Loopz originated the Pride Youth 
Stage in 2002, then one of the only all-ages 
events at Toronto Pride and the first to have a 
specific focus on youth.
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In February 1973, Windsor Gay Unity (WGU)’s first 
dance at the University Centre was interrupted by 
a group of men who had been at the adjacent 
pub. In addition to the physical violence they 
faced, the homophobic slurs used against the 
members represented a form of symbolic 
violence (though “faggot” was not used to refer to 
gay men until the early twenty-first century and, 
while gay men were sometimes executed in 
medieval Europe, they were normally hanged).

Gays and Lesbians of UBC was named in 1982, 
though the organization itself originated in 1971 as 
the Gay People’s Alliance. By the eighties, Gays 
and Lesbians of UBC had started an annual Gay 
and Lesbian Week. Held in February, the week’s 
events led up to a Valentine’s Day Dance that 
brought in people from across Vancouver. In 
addition to funding Gays and Lesbians of UBC, 
money raised through these dances was used to 
support other LGBTQ2+ community organizations.

9
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This section includes buttons (as well as a 
sticker and a T-shirt) made by LGBTQ2+ 
student and youth organizations or, in some 
cases, by intergenerational organizations 
serving young people. Items from the 
University of Toronto Homophile Association, 
the University of Toronto Sexual Education 
Centre, and the Lesbian Studies Coalition of 
Concordia, for example, were included to 
demonstrate the development of campus-
based organizing in the seventies, eighties, 
and nineties. The button from Doing It! 
Lesbian and Gay Liberation, was included 
because of the conference’s importance to 
the development of Queer Studies, and the 
Triangle Program button for the program’s 
unprecedented approach to LGBTQ2+ 
education.
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The University of Toronto Sexual Education Centre 
(UTSEC) was formed in 1976 with funds from the 
Students’ Administrative Council. After funding 
was cut due to opposition from St. Michael’s 
College in 1984, UTSEC reorganized as an 
independently operated collective. While not 
specifically an LGBTQ2+ organization, UTSEC has 
served the university’s queer and trans 
communities by providing peer counselling 
services, print resources, free condoms, and other 
safer sex supplies in a supportive and accessible 
space.

Toronto Metropolitan University’s (TMU) first gay 
student organization, Gays at Ryerson, was 
formed in 1977. Threats and violence against 
LGBTQ2+ students were not uncommon; the 
Ryerson Gay Student Association, for example, 
received bomb threats on at least two occasions 
in 1980. While homophobic incidents continued 
with some regularity through the 2000s, LGBTQ2+ 
student activists persisted in their work—in 2011, 
TMU student Lali Mohamed started Queering 
Black History Month, and in 2013, RyePRIDE and 
the Centre for Women and Trans People formed 
the Trans Collective. 

1

2



By the nineties, educators and researchers had 
demonstrated that LGBTQ2+ students were at 
increased likelihood of dying by suicide, engaging 
in other self-harming behaviours, and dropping 
out of school when compared to their straight 
peers. While organizations like Education Against 
Homophobia (EAH) tried to address these issues 
through curriculum and policy reform, this was not 
always su� cient. In 1995, the Triangle Program 
was started with the involvement of several EAH 
members, to focus on the educational and social 
needs of queer and trans students.  

As part of Education Against Homophobia (EAH), 
educators, students, parents, social service 
professionals, and community members involved 
with the Toronto District School Board worked to 
implement curricula and policies to support 
LGBTQ2+ people in schools. Their projects 
included developing a Human Sexuality Program, 
student support groups, and a consultative 
committee focused on the educational needs of 
LGBTQ2+ students. They also worked with young 
people to develop their projects, including a 
Challenging Homophobia student conference.
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York University has been a site of LGBTQ2+ 
student activism since at least the seventies—in 
October 1971, graduate student and York 
University Homophile Association (YUHA) 
chairperson Roger Wilkes led a Homophile Studies 
tutorial for around 10 students. From 28–29 
January 1972, YUHA, with the Ontario Homophile 
Federation, held an on-campus conference on 
Sexuality and Civil Rights. Almost 200 people 
attended the public meeting that opened the 
conference, with approximately 40 attending the 
conference itself. 

The Toronto District School Board’s Human 
Sexuality Program, developed by Education 
Against Homophobia (EAH), provided professional 
counselling services to LGBTQ2+ students and 
others in the school community. Recognizing that 
LGBTQ2+ youth who are subjected to 
homophobic harassment might not be able to 
comfortably or safely go to their families for 
support, EAH called for the educational system to 
provide some of this support in schools.
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The first Lesbian Studies course in Canada was 
o� ered through the Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
at Concordia University in its 1985 summer 
session. In 1987, a group of lesbian students came 
together to form the Lesbian Studies Coalition of 
Concordia (LSCC) to address issues of 
heterosexism in academia. In addition to its 
regular weekly meetings, the LSCC provided a 
space for socializing and political organizing and 
operated a resource centre, referral service, and 
“gossip hotline.”

The University of Toronto Homophile Association 
(UTHA) was formed in 1969, with an initial 
membership of eighteen. Part social club and part 
political advocacy group, the UTHA provided 
counselling and referral services, organized 
discussion groups,public lectures, and developed 
educational resources on homosexuality. From 
1971 to 1972, it published the newsletter Gayokay; 
the newsletter’s masthead is featured on this 
button.
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The idea that one in ten people are gay is based 
on a claim made by Alfred Kinsey in 1948 that 10% 
of his male research participants were exclusively 
homosexual. For those in the homophile and gay 
liberation movements, whose identities had been 
continuously criminalized and pathologized, this 
statistic took on an additional political importance
—recognizing that gay people comprised a 
significant proportion of the population meant 
also acknowledging that the community had 
power.

Doing It! Lesbian and Gay Liberation in the ‘80s 
was a ten-day festival and conference held in 
Toronto from June 26 to July 4, 1982, organized by 
Ryerson Lesbians and Gay Men with the support 
of the Toronto Gay Community Council. The 
conference, which included presentations by 23 
academics and activists from Canada, the United 
States, and Australia, contributed to the 
development of Queer Studies programs in 
universities and demonstrated the potential of 
student organizing.
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Mini-
Exhibition
 Activities



Curriculum Connections

With their focus on learning through primary source documents, Lesson 1, Activity 
2 (“Examine primary source documents related to key themes”) and Lesson 2, 
Activity 2 (“Learn about BIPOC and disabled queer histories”) can provide 
students with context that will support their ability to interact with the documents 
included in the Student/Youth Activism mini-exhibition.

The optional expansion activity on page 233, “Analyze excerpts of 2SLGBTQIA+ 
zines,” can also be useful in supporting students’ understanding of the 
importance of zines, newsletters, and other self-published works to 2SLGBTQIA+ 
community-building and information exchange.

Discussion Questions

These questions can be used to initiate a class discussion about the Student and 
Youth Activism mini-exhibition. Modify them based on your needs, or come up 
with your own. Use the included video/transcript to support your discussion, as 
needed.

1. Why do you think young people have been so present in LGBTQ2+ activist 
movements? How do you think past generations of LGBTQ2+ youth activists 
have influenced this generation?

2. What can young people contribute to LGBTQ2+ activism? Why is it 
important that they are included in these movements? How can 
intergenerational work support the sustainability of LGBTQ2+ activist 
movements?

3. How has LGBTQ2+ youth organizing been reshaped through new 
technologies? Consider newsletters and zines, phone support lines, Internet 
forums, etc., in addition to social media.

4. What was it like to interact with records of di� erent types (i.e., documents, 
posters, photographs, and buttons) in the mini-exhibition? Do you think 
your understanding of the content and context of the exhibition would be 
the same if, for example, it included only documents or only photos?



Clip Connections

As a class, watch and/or read the transcript of a clip (50:45 to 55:00) from Lali 
Mohamad’s interview with Dr. Nick Mulé for the Queer Liberation Theory Project:

Lali Mohamad is a community builder, particularly with African, Black, and 
Caribbean communities. Mohamad has been influenced by Black lesbians like 
Audre Lorde, Barbara Smith, and Pat Parker, and this has pushed him to consider 
the intersectionality of Queer Liberation, following Kimberlé Crenshaw. He 
cautions against the centralizing of queer among other social locations and 
points to queer youth of colour as being some of the most innovative members 
of the Queer Liberation Movement. 

"
As a young queer person, I’m constantly inspired by the brilliance and the resilience of 

other young queer and trans people of colour in this city. I’ve had the opportunity to 

work across diȋerences, and across city lines, to build what I think are some of the most 

exciting and promising movements that I think the country has seen. I think about my 

own collective, Deviant Productions, and how that’s one of the few alternative media 

collectives, not only in the city but in the country, that have committed to celebrating 

people at the margins—queer people at the margins. 

A lot of what we’ve done has been around documenting queer movements, particularly 

movements around Pride, movements with Blockorama—Blockorama, a big festival that 

happens that is organized by the Blackness Yes! committee during Pride—movements 

around celebrating and supporting Queers Against Israeli Apartheid. I think young 

people were at the forefront of that movement, particularly around documenting that 

movement, and the importance of that. 

https://vimeo.com/358662108/90ea342aaf
https://vimeo.com/358662108/90ea342aaf


"
We can talk about collaborating with other young people in building Queering Black 

History Month. Queering Black History Month is an event organized by two young Black 

men, and there’s such power in that, right? That young people, despite their age, despite 

the -isms that they encounter, whether it be racism, whether it be Islamophobia, whether 

it be heterosexism, or misogyny, or homophobia, or a variety of other really violent 

oppression that they may encounter, have, and are committed to even creating more, 

community spaces for our various communities. 

And I think there is power in that, I think there is something to say about that as well. 

What else could be done if there was more sharing? If elders in the community were 

committed to supporting the brilliance of young people, if elders were committed to 

cultivating the strategies alongside young people. Often, when I talk about sharing and 

intergenerational dialogue, it means something that  is mutual, not a talking down to, 

right? Not a talkingup to, but something that happens mutually, that happens side-by-

side. And I’d like to see more of that. 

But I do think young people and what they can do are so underrated. There is a sense of 

imagination and optimism that has been lost a little bit. And I think they can, and have 

been, re-energizing various movements in our current community, and I’d like to see 

more of that supported and acknowledged and celebrated and aȌrmed in a way that is 

meaningful. Not a, “Hey, let’s give you, like, one award and then, like, sort of ignore you 

the rest of your career” as a young person committed to social justice, but let’s nurture 

that, let’s encourage that. Let’s invite these young people to the table when having 

conversations about queer liberation.

Let’s invite these young people to our community and talk to them about how to shape 

the Village in ten, twenty years—because in ten, twenty years, these young people are 

going to be of a particular age, working particular jobs, doing particular types of work, 

and if they’re ignored right now, they may not be interested in remaining in our 

community. And so I'm more interested in building sort of meaningful relationships, and 

building sustainable relationships, where we don’t see people drop out, where we don’t 

see people burnt out.



Additional Activities

As a class, come up with a topic for a mini-exhibition then, in groups of 3–5 
students, select a total of 4 to 10 items to include

Items can be anything that fit with the exhibition’s topic—a collage a you 
made, a zine you have, a photo you found online; they can be objects (or 
pictures of objects); they can be old or new

Photocopy, scan, or take a picture of your group’s item, if needed, then make 
a panel listing its title, creator, date of creation (if known), and a short 
description of the context in which a was created; cite any sources you use

Stage your exhibition, following the same steps as for The ArQuives’ 
downloadable mini-exhibitions

A digital exhibition is also an option—refer to The ArQuives Digital Exhibitions 
webpage for examples

Omeka is a platform made for this purpose and is used by archives, museums, and 

other cultural heritage institutions, but you can use Google Sites, Wordpress, or any 

other platform that you and your students are comfortable with

Class mini-exhibition.
.
.
.
.

https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/
https://www.omeka.net/


Mini-timeline of LGBTQ2+ student/youth activism:
Individually or in groups of 3–5 students, select a historical or contemporary 
event related to LGBTQ2+ student/youth activism in Canada (optionally, 
teachers can have students submit their topic for approval or have them 
pick out of a “hat” to prevent duplicates)

After researching the selected event, make a document* including at least:

It can also include images (and, if using a digital format, audio/video content 
and hyperlinks) or other content that isn’t text-based

Whiteboard timeline using a platform like Jamboard, Microsoft Whiteboard, or Mural

Slide deck timeline using a collaborative platform like Google Slides or PowerPoint web app

Webpage timeline using Google Sites or another drag-and-drop website platform that 

allows collaboration

Particularly if using a whiteboard platform, this activity can also allow students to try out 

other, non-linear, ways of organizing and contextualizing information and making 

connections across time and place

.

.

.

...

.

The name of the event, if applicable (e.g., the first Binational Gay Youth 
Conference) or a description of the event (e.g., the first meeting of the 
University of Toronto Homophile Association [UTHA])

The year the event took place

The location at which it took place

Notable people and/or organizations involved

A summary of the event and its significance to LGBTQ2+ student/youth 
activism

Sources used

.

....

.

*  This activity can be done using paper or poster board, but also works with 

    other formats—for example:


